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Abstract

Marginalization of the urban poor who live in the slums of the heart of the cities is an undeniable reality of urbanization.  Young people are likely to be most affected. Marginalization is seen here as that which denies citizenship rights of the urban poor youth, affecting their life, well being and development. In Indian context the research reveals that besides the deprivations due to poverty, caste discrimination, adult and male dominations have further aggravated the marginalization of the urban poor youth. The impact of marginalization is observed in the education, employment, socialization and recreation, participation in the civil society, political participation, marriage and family life. Comparatively the young women are more affected by marginalization than young men. Youth agency, motivated by a need for self respect is recognized in the different strategies of responses of the urban poor youth against the forces of marginalization. It is observed that the urban poor youth are resilient in responding to marginalization, of which some are direct and open and others indirect and informal.  While the roles played by the NGO and other political and civil society organizations, as facilitators to enable the urban poor youth in achieving citizenship rights are recognized, the role of the state seem to be absent. 

Relevance to Development Studies

As urbanization has over taken, the world is faced with newer challenges of urban poverty. Growing concerns of urban poverty have resulted in researches and studies related to the issues social exclusion of the urban poor, especially the youth.  World is anxiously concerned with the growing large size of youth population in the developing countries. Researches try to understand and explain the phenomena and seek ways and means to involve the youth constructively in the development programmes. Only by understanding the urban poor youth, world community can respond appropriately to their needs and involve them in the development programme.
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Chapter -1
Introduction
The whole world is in rapid urbanization. The year 2007 marks the dawn of urban millennium, in which the world urban population overtook the rural population. The number of urban dwellers will keep rising and reach 5 billion by 2030. Till the twentieth century majority of the world’s urban population lived in Europe and in North America. From 2020 it would be in the developing countries and by end of this century it would be in Asia and Africa (UN-Habitat 2006: 6). We also notice the change in the trend in India. The trend of the population of Tamil Nadu sees the trend change which is presented in the Table 1.
Table 1:  Population projection in Tamil Nadu

	Year
	Urban
	Rural
	Total

	2006
	32 063 000
	33 072 000
	65 135 000

	2007
	32 988 000
	32 641 000
	65 629 000

	2008
	33 918 000
	32 188 000
	66 106 000

	2009
	34 850 000
	31 716 000
	66 566 000

	2010
	35 780 000
	31 232 000
	67 012 000


Source: Department of Economics and Statistics, Chennai-6

The cause of urbanization is attributed to several reasons such as migration spurred poverty, insufficient land and decline in agricultural products, rapid population growth, natural disasters and conflicts, AIDS pandemic, etc. Moreover employment prospects, illusion of better basic services and quality of life attract the poor in to the urban areas which has resulted in the innumerable number of slums in the developing countries. Urbanization has come synonymous with slum growth (UN-Habitat 2006: 12). 
India has the highest concentration of slum dwellers in South Asia. 63 percent of the slum dwellers of Southern Asia, numbering about 170 million people are living in India (UN-Habitat 2006: 24). The urban poor are often marginalized and excluded due to lack of basic necessities of life. The lives of children and the youth of the urban poor are adversely affected too. Poverty plays a very significant role in the marginalization of urban poor youth. 
The marginalization of the urban poor youth lead to a negative construction of urban poor youth as uneducated, unskilled, anti-socials engaged in violence, prone to sexual transmitted infections, HIV/AIDS, and habitual users of substances, etc. (Riele 2006: 129-131).  Conflict and violence are attributed to the urban poor youth(Sherrod 2006: 689). Poverty as a prime source of deprivations affects the life of the urban poor youth. However, in Indian context poverty is enjoined by caste discriminations and adult and male dominations. 

In this research the term ‘marginalization’ or ‘social exclusion’ are inter changeable use to refer to deprivations, discriminations and dominations that affect the life, growth and development of the urban poor youth.   They are termed as ‘marginalized’ or ‘socially excluded’ because they express that they lack citizenship rights to enjoy normal rights and privileges offered by the state to its citizens. This research is explores the experiences of marginalization of the urban poor youth and their responses to it. 
The research is conducted in the City of Salem, Tamil Nadu in India. Salem is the fifth largest city in Tamil Nadu. The urban population of Salem is 13, 90, 000, which makes it the second largest city of Tamil Nadu in terms of population density. Salem is known for its production and exports of mangoes and stainless steel, textiles, yarn, granites, readymade garments, coir products is the largest producer of silver anklets in India(NIC 2009c). As a social worker in Salem for seven years, I have noticed the urban poor youth, as migrant young workers, lacking education and skills, work as daily labourers in the above units owned and managed by the rich and the high caste. 
 
The urban poor youth in this research refer to those youth living in the slums, between the ages of 18 to 25 years. This introductory chapter initiates the subject of research and arrives at the research question. The chapter ends presenting the research methodology. The second chapter introduces the theoretical discussion linking urban poor youth and social exclusion. It discusses how the urban poor youth stands marginalized in the face of poverty perpetuated by caste discriminations and adult and male dominations.  It also discusses briefly on the resilience of youth as agency. The third chapter analyses the experiences of marginalization of the urban poor youth and their strategies of responses to the same. It briefly recognizes the facilitations offered by the NGO, civil and political organizations. Finally the fourth chapter presents the conclusions.
1 .1 Justification and Relevance

India with its population of 1.15 billion has a large section of young people to its credit. The Table -2 presents Indian youth population as forming 41 percent of the Indian population; where as in the state of Tamil Nadu the youth form almost 43 percent of the Tamil Nadu population.
Table -2: Youth Population – India and Tamil Nadu - 2001 (13-35 Years)
	
	Total Population
	Number
	Percentage

	INDIA
	1028610328
	422337315
	41.05

	TAMIL NADU
	62405679
	26794108
	42.93


Source: Census of India - 2001- C-Series Tables  
The distribution of youth in the rural and urban India can be seen from the Table -3 as per the 2001 census. As mentioned in the introduction the urban population has over taken the rural population in 2007, which is likely to be applicable for the youth population. Though there are no available statistics, the concentration of urban youth population is likely to be higher now than before.
Table – 3: Indian Rural and Urban Youth Population -2001 (13-35 Years) 
	
	Persons
	Males
	Females

	URBAN
	128105332
	67431623
	60673709

	RURAL
	294231983
	151535551
	142696432


Source: Census of India – 2001 – C – Series Table

The huge size of youth population is a concern for the world as it has both positive and negative impacts on the development.  Societies with a large youth population are thought to be prone to conflict and violence(Sherrod 2006: 689).  But a high proportion of young people can also be an opportunity for development. Researches and practitioners  seek ways to involve the youth positively in the development process (WYR 2005: 72).  
My engagement with the urban poor youth dates back to the year 1998, when I joined Don Bosco Anbu Illam (hereafter referred as DBAI) a NGO at Chennai, that focused on street and working children and youth who live in the slums of  Chennai, Salem and Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu, India. In my tenure of interaction with the urban poor youth I realized that they experience deprivations and discriminations leading to marginalization and social exclusion, right in the heart of the city. The slum youth often used to describe their experience as loss of their ‘citizenship rights’ and live ‘second class citizens’ and ‘aliens’ in their own country. 
At the same time, I also realized that the general public associate the urban poor youth as elements that disturb the society, associated with violence, substance abuse, HIV/AIDS, etc. and were regarded as threat to the society. The youth are often perceived negatively as problems or victims but they should also be viewed as active agents(Ansell 2008: 247). They are both constructive as well as destructive forces (Boeck 2005: 3). We can realize the strange situations of the urban poor youth who while they face problems themselves are at the same time are seen as problem to the society. This is the condition of the marginalized urban poor youth. 
Youth development and Youth in development are important subjects in the development field. Young People begin to participate in the social and political life during their youth. It is then that they decide to acquire different skills to work and to develop relationships for their life. They try and live different roles in the society which may be termed social or broadly political aspects of citizenship. Exercising citizenship is an important social movement and political life. To be a citizen is to be a member of a political community and enjoy the protections and privileges and to fulfil the obligations as a member of the community(The World Bank 2006: 160). But the experiences of marginalization affect their active participation in the society to enjoy the rights and duties of a citizen.
This research is an attempt to spell out their experiences of marginalization and how they have responded trying to acquire citizenship rights. This is also an attempt to note the contribution of NGOs, political and civil society organizations to the development of urban poor youth.
1.2 Research Objectives

The objective of the research is to explore the experiences of marginalization that affect the life, well being, growth and development of the urban poor youth. Second objective is to study their strategies of responses of to marginalization. Finally, it is also intended to identify the roles played by the political and civil society organizations such as NGOs and others, in enabling the urban poor youth to respond to marginalisation. 
1.3 Research Questions

In order to achieve the objectives of the research the following leading question was framed and used: How do the urban poor youth (aged 18 to 25 years) of salem, from the slums of Ponnammapettai, Chinnammapalayam and Annathanapatti experience, cope and respond to Marginalization?
To realize the objective of the main question, it was further split into the following three specific sub-questions: 
1. How do the urban poor youth of salem experience marginalization? How does it affect their life, well being and development?
2.  How do the urban poor youth respond to marginalization? What are their strategies of responses? 
3. How do the NGO and other Organizations enable the urban poor youth in responding to marginalisation?  
1.4 Research Methodology
To investigate the reality of marginalization of the urban poor youth, and answer the research questions, the research study was carried out in the city of Salem, Tamil Nadu, India. Being a qualitative research the concerned techniques were used. The essence of qualitative research is naturalistic which studies people in natural settings and sampling has to take in to account not only individual’s characteristics but also the situational influences(Marshall 1996: 524). The study needed both Primary and Secondary Data. Primary data was collected through focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews. 
The participants of the focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews were chosen by purposeful sampling method. Purposeful sample or judgement sample is a method by which the researcher chooses the most productive sample to answer the research question(Marshall 1996: 523). After due discussion with DBAI and considering the requirement of the data, the researcher chose the respective slums and the participants of the focus group discussions and the interviewees.
1.4.1 Focus Group Discussion

Focus group discussion enables the researcher to collect relevant information in depth from the participants of a small group on a specific topic and enable the participants to express their experiences and views as a group. In the focus group discussion the shared experience of the participants can be brought to light. It offers a platform to collect the general feeling of the group and sort out the differences and consensus at the same time. The interaction among the participants will enlighten the different dimensions of the issue discussed (Cronin 2002: 165). The members of the focus group discussions were able to express and discuss their experiences and reflections. The individual and group experiences were brought to light in the focus group discussions.
 
The participants of in the focus group discussions were selected from three slums namely, Ponnammapettai, Chinnammapalayam and Annathanapatti which were also the operational areas of DBAI.  The participants were between 18 and 25 years; because it was decided not to include school going young people since their experiences would be limited. It was also decided not to include married youth; because married young men and women are no more considered as youth according to the local understanding of the people and accepted as a practice by DBAI. Married young men are considered to be adults.  The upper age limit of the participants was fixed as 25 years, because by then most of them are married. 
There were six focus group discussions held of which three were with boys and three were with girls. In each group there were eight participants. The reason for separate groups for boys and girls is because of the local cultural restriction on free socialization and mixture of boys and girls. It explains the reasons for separate schools for boys and girls all over the state. DBAI staff who helped in contacting the participants, expressed that focus group discussions are to be held separately for boys and girls for the following reasons: Firstly, the girls generally are not at ease and spontaneous in the presence of boys and may be silenced by the domination of boys. Secondly, being a male dominated society, the experiences of girls may be different from that of boys. And finally gender issues can be addressed in depth. And so to enable the participation of all and obtain quality data, boys and girls had focus group discussions separately.
The focus group discussions lasted for one hour which was recorded in a voice recorder with the permission of the participants. It was later transcribed for further analysis.  The subject of focus group discussions were related to their experiences of education, employment, income, rest, recreation, freedom of choice in marriage, religious and cultural expressions, associations and participation in the civil society and politics, interaction with the community, individual and group initiatives and the support received from NGOs or other organizations. 

1.4.2 Semi-structured Interviews

Semi-structured interviews with the field staffs of DBAI who were working in those slums from where the participants of the focus groups discussions came from was helpful in identifying the role of the NGO. The selected participants are interviewed with some questions which are predetermined, but the questions can be adapted according to the need and direction of the discussion of the topic, in different respondents at different stages (Woodhouse 2002: 169). Accordingly the interviews had few predetermined questions; but during interview more questions were added to counter check the information collected from the participants of focus group discussions. 

There were six semi-structured interviews conducted; of which four participants were field staffs of DBAI and two from the executive board of DBAI called the ‘core group’. Interview was chosen to provide a better opportunity to meet people of different ranking and responsibilities in the organization who were in direct contact with the youth of the slums. Each interview lasted for about one hour which too was audio recorded with permission and later transcribed. The subjects discussed in the interview were related to specific youth programmes, the involvement of the youth in planning and execution of youth programmes, youth participation in community and politics, the special attention to young women and their participation, the relevance and impact of NGO programmes, participation of other local actors in the process, resistance encountered and the response and reaction of the community.
1.4.3 Observation and Informal Meetings
Observation of people’s lives and their living conditions in the slums and informal meetings with them, were useful to verify the information gathered in the focus group discussion and semi-structured interviews. It was intended to observe the caste discriminations, adult dominations and the community participation of the youth especially the girls. The informal meetings revealed the existing dynamism between the youth and the community and understand better the life and experiences of the youth themselves.   
1.4.4 Secondary Data 
DBAI has been working with the street and working children and youth for over twenty years in Salem and has a good documentation of all the activities. Referring to the documents gave a holistic understanding of the intervention of the NGO among the youth. Annual plan, Annual reports, Youth trainings reports, Minutes of the youth meeting, Base Line Data (BLD) of the slums and Evaluation reports of youth programmes for the past three years were referred. Details of youth programmes of DBAI, the youth participation and youth initiatives were the key subjects collected from the documents. 
1.5 Scope and Limitations
The geographical area of research was limited to three slums in the city of Salem. The chosen slums were the intervention area of one NGO namely DBAI. The field experiences of the youth and the staff may be varied if many other slums and many NGOs and their staffs were involved in the study as participants of focus group discussions and interviews. But such a wide study was not possible to due to the academic limitations of time, cost and magnitude of scope.  
The experience of marginalization differs according to the impact of socio economic factors such as income and access to resources. In India context religion and caste play important roles.  Hinduism being a religion of the majority enjoys dominance over the others too.  The slums chosen for the research and their neighbourhoods, belonged to Hinduism and other religions were absent. It might have been different if people of different religions lived together as neighbours. Although it is a very important factor of exclusion in India, it is not discussed much in this paper because the youth did not experience any marginalization based on religion.
Chapter -2
Social Exclusion and Urban Poor Youth
This chapter deals with the concept of social exclusion as primarily triggered by poverty and enjoined by other social factors such as caste and religion. The later part of the chapter discusses that a negative construction of urban poor youth leads to social exclusion. Social exclusion is argued as that which affects growth and development of the youth and ultimately denying them of citizenship rights. The chapter ends with a brief discussion on agency of the youth trying to combat marginalization to secure citizenship rights.
2.1 Social Exclusion
Social exclusion was a concept that originated in the industrialized countries to describe marginalization and deprivations among the people of wealth and welfare. There are several definitions of social exclusion. The accepted definition of the European Union is, “Social exclusion is a process through which individuals or groups are wholly or partially excluded from full participation in the society in which they live” (as quoted by Caterina Ruggeri Laderchi 2003: 257). Atkinston(1998) explains social exclusion with three main characteristics of relativity, agency and dynamics. He explains that social exclusion is relative to a particular society and is not universal that can be applied to all society and at all times. There is always a presence of agent or agents who are responsible for the action as a result of which exclusion takes place. It is a dynamic process of descending levels;  it means that some disadvantages lead to some exclusions and which in turn creates further disadvantages and exclusions  which finally creates a bundle of multiple and interconnected elements of marginalization. This multidimensionality is an intrinsic characteristic of social exclusion. Generally deprivations are more than one contributing to different dimensions of exclusion (Caterina Ruggeri Laderchi 2003: 258).  

The concept of social exclusion covers a wide range of social and economic problems. According to Sen, although some types of social exclusion are seen as constitutive components of poverty, it can lead to other deprivations as well by limiting opportunities to one’s growth and development. Social exclusion is a deprivation in the form of inability to do the things one wants to do(Sen 2000: 6). Economic-structural exclusion can be material exclusion referring to goods; and non-material exclusion referring to social rights. Social-cultural exclusion refers to social integration and cultural integration. Social integration implies social relations and networks and cultural integration implies accepted values and norms in a society (Jehoel-Gijsbers 2007).  A section of the society may feel excluded from either of the above two perspectives affecting one’s growth and development. 

Based on the above two broad categorizations of social exclusion we can draw out different dimensions. Percy-Smith (Percy-Smith 2000) spells out the following dimensions of social exclusion as: economic, social, political, neighbourhood, individual, spatial and group. Each of the dimensions has indicators such as income, employment, participation in socio political activities, housing and community support services, physical and mental well being, focus or neglect of minority or vulnerable sections of the community. Based on the above indicators, social exclusion in Indian context would involve indicators such as religion, race, sex, caste, class, culture, occupation, place of origin, location of residence, etc.
2.2 Poverty and Social Exclusion

Poverty is an important factor that contributes to social exclusion of the poor.  It is hard to define urban poverty as against rural poverty. Although poverty affects all the poor, it has distinct impacts on the urban poor. The urban poor are comparatively affected more than the rural poor. Wratten (1995: 21-26) argues that environmental and health problems are more in the urban areas than in the rural areas. Secondly in the urban areas essential needs such as water, housing, care and protection are commercialized and valued in terms of money. Thirdly, the urban areas are inhabited with people from all diversity, which may lead to crime. The heterogeneity of the urban areas is that it accommodates people from different directions. Such diversity causes conflict and tension. Finally, in the urban areas the people come in frequent contact with the state and state machineries such as police, water and sanitation boards, city development boards, and slum clearance boards etc., who are often hostile to them. To meet this conflict the poor often become victims of clientalism and patronage (Wit 1996: 49-50), corruption and red-tapism. The insecurity and inequality often marginalize the urban poor. Due to the adverse impact of poverty, the urban poor are likely to feel that they are deprived of citizenship rights to entitlements and welfare(Amirthanathan 2009: 9).

Social exclusion often poses itself as both a cause and consequence of poverty. Poverty is a very complex concept to be defined or measured. The different approaches to poverty emphasize this.  Every approach analyzes social exclusion from different perspectives. First of all, the monetary approach is the most commonly used measurement of poverty. This approach calculates the well being from the aspect of income or consumption based on a poverty line. Welfare is calculated as the total consumption enjoyed. Poverty is based on a minimum right to consumption or utility. The welfare indicators are based on the poverty line which has monetary value(Caterina Ruggeri Laderchi 2003: 247-249). According to this approach, the poor are those below the poverty line, who have not been met with required welfare. 
The second approach to poverty is the capability approach of Sen who argued that development is to be seen as expansion of human capabilities and not as increase in income or utility. Capability approach focuses on freedom to live valued life. Well being is seen as freedom of individuals to live lives that are valued to achieve the human potentials. So poverty is viewed as a failure to achieve basic capabilities(Sen 1993). Sen did not provide a check list of minimum of capabilities. Nussbaum(2000) gives a list of features essential to full human life as: normal length of life, good health, adequate nutrition and shelter, bodily integrity of movement and choice in reproduction, imagination and thought informed by education, emotional attachments,  critical reflection and planning of life, social interaction, protection against discrimination, respect for and living with other species, play and control over one’s environment both politically and materially. Failing to meet with the above features would mean social exclusion. 

 The third approach to poverty is  social exclusion itself, which affirms that poverty leads to social exclusion of some individuals or groups of people who are marginalized from the mainstream of the society(Caterina Ruggeri Laderchi 2003: 258-259). The above approaches argue that those who lack resources to meet their basic needs, to develop their capabilities to develop themselves to compete with the rest of the society experience exclusion either as individuals or as group. Social exclusion restricts their space for participation in the society. 
The real effect of exclusion is that it prevents the excluded from participation in the normal affairs of the society. 
Sen(2000: 14-15) talks of active and passive exclusion and makes a distinction between active and passive exclusions. He explains that when exclusion is purposefully done with will and plan, then it is active exclusion; whereas when the deprivation occurs through social processes in which there is no deliberate attempt to exclude then it is passive.  When deprivation and marginalization occurs without deliberate attempt to exclude then it is termed as passive exclusion.  Poverty can be classified under unintended or passive exclusion. The liberal market economy excludes the poor from the mainstream of the society. So poverty is an indirect but its impacts have powerful and direct effects on the exclusion of the poor from the society.  Whether exclusion is passive or active, the effect is the same on the excluded. Poverty is a prime source of social exclusion of the poor whether it is intended or not.
2.3 Caste and Social Exclusion 
Social exclusion should also be seen from deprivations arising from social factors such as colour, race, ethnicity, language, caste, etc. In the Indian context the practice of caste system play a vital role in social exclusion. Caste discrimination and stigma attached to it affects all aspects of one`s growth and development, such as opportunities for education and employment.  Jayaraman(1981: 10) describes castes as exclusive groups that distinguish each other by name, rules of endogamy and occupation. The status of castes was kept in their respective positions by religious and moral sanctions, division of labour, distinct kinship affiliations, and political authority. Although new types of economic and political power have created opportunities for members of lower castes for class mobility; he argues that economic inequality and social inequality are interrelated. The caste system becomes responsible for poverty that is prevalent in India. The Caste and class are inter-related. While class mobility is possible by economic development, there is no caste mobility possible. 
 Jayaraman(1981: 9) describes caste system as a type of social stratification in which an individual’s social status is determined by his or her birth in to a particular caste and this status is linked to the position of his or her caste group within the hierarchy of castes. There are four main categories such as Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Sudras which are known as ‘varnas’ and under which there are many sub groups known as ‘jati’. Each of the sub group live together engaged in a traditional occupation assigned to them. Marriage is to be arranged only within the subgroups. The Brahmins were primarily priests, doctors and educated people who normally dominated the rest of the castes. They claimed education as their rights and not for the others. The kshatriyas are warriors; the vaishyas are businessmen and sudras are the lowest castes who were artisans and manual labourers. The ‘untouchables’ were outside this caste category and formed a fifth category who served the rest of the society. Since caste system is built on the concept of purity and pollution, the lowest castes are not allowed to enter the living areas of the other castes and not even to enter the temple for worship. The caste system is a static and unchanging system of stratification. And therefore there is no chance of change of one’s caste which assigned only by birth. One could not even change the occupation to improve the economical situation of the family. It has taken a form of restricted opportunities in education, employment and commerce due to lack of resources. 
Over the years there have been many attempts for caste mobility. Jayaraman(1981: 26) mentions of a process of ‘sanskritization’ by which a lower caste can adapt the behaviour, style and culture of high caste and claim to be a member of high caste. Cruelly the ‘untouchables’ were not allowed to sanskritize even if they fulfilled the required conditions. For many centuries the untouchable were denied of equality and justice due to human person. 
The ‘untouchables’ are also called ‘dalits’ meaning poor and downtrodden. The term ‘untouchable’ was used to indicate that they were not to be touched due to pollution. They are termed as Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Other Backward Classes (OBC) for administrative purposes. The lowest castes were brought under this category by the British in the Government of India Act, 1935. It was an attempt to recognize them, however not all untouchable castes were found in this schedule and not all the castes found in this schedule experienced ‘untouchability’(Shaw 2001).  Ambedkar pointed out that caste system is legitimised by Hinduism. Shaw continues to argue that the Hindu social order has produced economic and social inequality especially among the lower castes; 84 percent living in the rural areas are landless daily labourers. These are the people who migrate to the cities and towns for survival, but their inseparable caste identity bonded with poverty marginalizes them from rest of the society. 
The discriminations and atrocities experienced by the dalits are immeasurable. Governments through the legislations tried to recognize them. The Civil Rights Act became inefficient and so in 1989 SC/ST Act was enacted to prevent and punish crimes against the dalits. But its power and protection to the dalits was neutralized by the police and judiciary systems. More often the complaints are not registered and comparatively very few get punished for their crimes. The access to basic necessities like water, electricity, medicine, etc., is not equally available for the dalits. The dalit women and children experience greater cruelties in times of communal violence(ACFHR 2007: 6-7).

Gandhi was known to be a champion of removing untouchability in India. He called the untouchables as ‘Harijan’ meaning ‘man of God’, hoping that, it would create acceptance and equality, but the term was used by the upper castes to substitute the word ‘untouchable’. Later the term was rejected by the dalits themselves. Ambedkar had a different approach to the emancipation of dalits. He rejected the charitable spirit of the upper caste people. He insisted that the dalits should get organized, educated and struggle for self-respect(Shaw 2001). Similarly, Freire(1996) in his book ‘Pedagogy of the Oppressed’ argues that the oppressed people should realize that they are being ‘dehumanized’. The attempt to humanize is the struggle against the oppressed. This humanization is not again to oppress the oppressors but to restore humanity to both. In this process the oppressed should not depend on the ‘generosity’ of the oppressors which he calls as false generosity. This generosity is intended to perpetuate the oppression. Ambedkar called for empowerment through education and struggle against the oppression. Inspired by Ambedkar many dalit movements arose in the country. Shaw(2001) points out that the untouchables under the inspiration of Ambedkar joined together for the liberation and upliftment of the dalits. The dalit movements, national and regional dalit political parties sprang up in the last fifty years to fight for equality and justice to the dalits. It is indeed a struggle from marginalization to acquiring citizenship rights.
2.4 Religion and Social Exclusion
India is a secular country by its Constitutions. There are several religions practiced by the citizens of the country. More than 80 percent of the population practice Hinduism. Islam has the second largest followers of 13 percent. The table -4, shows the position of the other religions such as Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains and others. As religion of the majority Hinduism is dominant over the rest. As upper castes people belong to Hinduism with education and wealth, they dominate over the rest of the population by way of power, authority and influence. Politics is not an exception to this either. Drawing votes on the based religious emotions is a common and easy strategy for the politicians even today.
Table -4: Population of India by Religion
	 Population of India by Religion 

	( Numbers in Millions)

	Religious
	1961
	1971
	1981@
	1991
	2001

	Group
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent
	Number
	Percent

	to Total
	to Total
	to Total
	to Total
	to Total

	Hindus
	366.5
	83.5
	453.4
	82.7
	549.7
	82.6
	672.6
	82.4
	827.5
	80.5

	Muslims
	46.9
	10.7
	61.4
	11.2
	75.6
	11.4
	95.2
	11.7
	138.0
	13.4

	Christians
	10.7
	2.4
	14.3
	2.6
	16.2
	2.4
	18.9
	2.3
	24.0
	2.3

	Sikhs
	7.8
	1.8
	10.4
	1.9
	13.1
	2.0
	16.3
	2.0
	19.0
	1.9

	Buddhists
	3.2
	0.7
	3.9
	0.7
	4.7
	0.7
	6.3
	0.8
	8.0
	0.8

	Jains
	2
	0.5
	2.6
	0.5
	3.2
	0.5
	3.4
	0.4
	42.0
	0.4

	Other
	1.6
	0.4
	2.2
	0.4
	2.8
	0.4
	3.5
	0.4
	66.0
	0.6

	Religion not stated
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	0.7
	0.1

	Total
	438.7
	100.0
	548.2
	100.0
	665.3
	100.0
	816.2
	100.0
	1028.0
	100.0


Source: Census of India 2001, The First report on Religion

According to the 2001 census, the religious minorities form 18.6 percent of the total population. They face persecution, marginalization and stigmatization in social, economic and political spheres. Religious minorities do not enjoy freedom faith and their place of worship is under threat of attack. The women of the religious minorities face three levels of deprivations of gender, class and community. Religious and communal clashes have become annual events (ACFHR 2007: 8). This seems to be an extra feature of marginalization for the people of India. Hindus being majority the religion is politicized during elections which makes the religious minorities even weaker. 
2.5 Urban Poor Youth and Social Exclusion
It is hard to bring youth under one single category due to the heterogeneity within the group. Youth are situated between childhood and adulthood and exist as a social and cultural category. To begin with there are differences in age parameters. For example the United Nations classifies youth as persons from 15 - 24 years old, but the World Bank defines youth as persons from 12 - 24 years. Age differences continues to be different between countries up to an upper limit of 40 years (Herrera 2006: 1427). For example Indian Youth policy defines youth as between 13 to 35 years old(Amirthanathan 2009: 2,Nic 2009a). 
Youth are not only categorized according to age range, but as a social status of a period of life in which a person is either partly or fully dependent on others, generally on parents or other adult members of family or clan for material support and security (Tyyska 2005). Economic dependency is often the reason for the powerlessness of the youth in the developing countries.  Moving from adolescence to adulthood, taking up of social responsibility is delayed. Comparatively the youth now are less capable to take up responsibilities (Sherrod 2005: 12) especially financial responsibilities; and often the management of the affairs of family and society are generally with the adults.  This is explained by the delayed adulthood. The period of youth is extended or shortened as youth are understood and constructed in a particular society(Amirthanathan 2009: 3). 
Youth are also understood in relational terms in reference to the social processes involved.  Youth are to be understood not in isolation but in relation to other groups, social and economic processes and institutionalization (White 1997). In this case family, state and other formal and non-formal institutions play a specific role in constructing youth and assigning roles to them. According to the perception, rights and responsibilities are assigned to them. In the modern times besides the family and state, the world community with its international institutions such as United Nations Organization, The World Bank, economy, media and markets are involved in the youth construction. In this context Boeck and Honwana (Boeck 2005: 3) argue that both the local and global social practices shape youth and in turn get shaped by the youth through various self invented spaces and practices of resistance and collaboration(Amirthanathan 2009: 3-4). The recognition and acceptance of youth depend on the world’s construction of youth.
Though the young people are diverse in terms of gender, class, ethnicity, educational status, employment, income, etc., and yet identify themselves as a group of individuals with the same consciousness. It was Karl Mannheim who explained it in terms of ‘generation’(Mannheim 1952) as groups of youth who came of age at roughly the same time and who because of their unique historical positioning, mediated process of cultural change. He did not identify age cohort with generations but argued for specific historical and sociological processes that give age cohort uniqueness of being a generation different from the other generations. Mannheim emphasized on the locations and political relations that enabled generational consciousness. Durham (2007) explained that the rise of a consumer culture which created a new identity and new life styles through marketed goods, and new small-family demographics which distinguished the younger generation from that of their parents. There was an emergence of youth culture that varied from that of their parents(Amirthanathan 2009: 4). This generational consciousness and youth culture presented the youth as different from that of their adults.
In the adult dominated society the youth are often treated less equal to the adults in terms of participation in matters of the society. Decisions with regard to socio economic and political spheres are taken by the adults. Shawn Ginwright (2005: 25) argues that working youth from poor communities are seen as ‘second class citizens’ and they have no right and power to change the existing policies and practices of the society. They are perceived as  lesser adults in the period of transition and not real mature adult persons (Ansell 2008: 18). They are seldom invited or included in political or democratic participation. The youth are to be only passive community members till they are recognized as adults, which is often associated with marriage or family. 
Youth are seen either as problems or as possibilities; and are not valued for their personality with experiences, emotions, self-respect and dignity, views and opinions.  The ‘Problem driven and possibility driven’ (Shawn Ginwright 2005: 25)  approach   is not the real perception of youth, because the problem driven approach treats the urban youth as threats to the civil society and the possibility driven approach makes the young people as mere passive consumers of civic life.
Youth are also interpreted in terms of ‘Youth bulge thesis’, which refers to a population of youth in a society that is larger in relation to the population of adults. The thesis makes a claim that youth demographic phenomenon is linked to warfare, revolutions and political and religious activism. It was an attempt to explain the violent behaviour of the youth.  John Helgerson, a former Deputy Director of Central Intelligence Agency claimed  that  the inability of states to adequately integrate youth populations, is likely to perpetuate  political instability and anti-government activities, often with violent eruptions.  Population with a proportion of more than 20 percent of youth population is vulnerable to political rebellion and unrest; and the governments may not have the capacity to support them (Sherrod 2006: 688) (Amirthanathan 2009: 5). 
Youth bulge thesis had, several counter arguments refuting such a relation between violence and the size of the youth population. Goldstone and colleagues argued that there is little relation between political instability and youth bulge. Political and religious violence ignited with ideologies, were often initiated by the elders, seemed to be cause of youth violence. And  it is not just the large number male youth that drive to violence by their biological nature, but it involves many other factors that induce violence such as the widening gap between the rich and the poor, foreign trade policies at the detriment of the local food production, the weakening of the public welfare institutions and the expanding military funding, etc(Sherrod 2006: 690). This view corresponds to that of Urdal(2004)  who argues economic stagnation as a prime source of youth violence.  
Kaplan(1996) points out that the environmental degradation and the failure of the government  institutions as the cause of youth violence in the rural areas; and in the urban areas unemployment and harsh climatic conditions cause conflict. According to him in the future urban youth will be the cause conflict and violence. Allen(2000) in “The World at War” argues that the reasons for extreme violence in developing countries is found in the economic exclusions of the poor, erosion of the state institutions, ethnic essentialism, the influence of the mass media, modern nature of arms trade and new forms of fighting. It should be noted that the socio political and economical conditions seem to trigger protest and violence. 
Shawn Ginwright (2005: 28) argues that youth the behaviour should be analyzed in the context of political economy of urban communities. The urban political, economic, and social conditions such as economic deprivation, poor health care systems, racism or ethnicity, police harassment, irrelevant educational system and unemployment affect the youth and marginalize them. It is important to analyze the reasons for the youth violence. 
From the Economic perspectives, youth enter the job market in large numbers, seeking employment and are often disappointed by the limited opportunities. There arises disillusionment due to the collision between the reality and expectations which results in emotional associated activism, revolution and reform with eruptions of violence to the self, others and society(Sherrod 2005: 689). The social construction of youth affects the perception of youth. 
As mentioned in the above section social construction of youth is varied. The construction of urban poor youth is quite different from other urban youth or rural youth. Poverty plays a very significant role in the construction of urban poor youth. From my previous experience at Salem, I have observed the urban poor youth in search of livelihood opportunities, experience innumerable hardships to survive. The stigmas attached to them as uneducated, unskilled, gangsters, engaged in violence, prone to sexual transmitted infections, HIV/AIDS, habitual use of substances, etc. present them as negative elements of the society(Amirthanathan 2009: 6). With such a construction of the urban poor youth as ‘problem’ is likely to lead to social exclusion of youth. Urban poor youth often experience exclusion due to such negative construction which in turn affects their citizenship rights. 
2.6 Social Exclusion as Denial of Citizenship Rights
Citizenship is to possess rights and duties (Fowler 2008). Citizenship is a collection of rights and obligations which give individuals a formal legal identity. There are sociological and political approaches to citizenship. The sociological approach is concerned with the institutions of citizenship, social identity, the nature of inequality and access to socio-economic resources. On the other hand the political approach focuses on the political rights, between the state and the individuals(Turner 1997). The most important right is the right to have rights. Freeman (2007) argues that for the powerful, rights are obstacles to exercise power over the weak. It is easy to exercise power over those who lack rights. Ruling over and decision making is easier with those who lack rights. Rights have always been fought for in history. Rights are also important to exercise agency. Agents are capable of decision making. Agents can participate in the decision making process in matters that are related to them. Participation is a fundamental human right which involves freedom of speech, information and association. Rights also offer right to representation and legitimacy for one’s stance. Rights give access to resources. Rights lead to action. Those who lack rights can only be offered help but they cannot demand (Amirthanathan 2009: 6-7). 
Turner(1997) argues that citizenship controls the access of individuals and groups to resources which are limited. Rights and obligations when institutionalized give entitlement to resources which are primarily economic related to social security, health care, housing facilities and retirement packages. There are cultural resources such as right to language, religious freedoms, etc. Unequal opportunities and discriminatory distribution of resources lead to the core question of citizenship. It is a question of who gets what and how much.  This indicates the formal criteria of inclusion or exclusion and determines the equality of the citizens within a society. The economic dimensions of citizenship are important feature of citizenship entitlements(Turner 1997). An individual or a group can be included or excluded in terms of access to opportunities and resources.  Another feature of citizenship is what Marshall calls as ‘right to welfare’. The modern industrialist capitalist societies are called as democratic-welfare capitalistic societies, because of democratic redistribution of resources through institutions of citizenship. It combines the elements of democratic egalitarian and inequality of capitalistic relations in the capitalistic market economy(quoted by Turner 1997). Due to this combination the citizens are likely to experience exclusion which brings about a dubious behaviour of the state as well as the market (Amirthanathan 2009: 7-8). 
Exercise of citizenship could be either active or passive. Passive citizenship is to enjoy the privileges and fulfil the duties required. Active Citizenship is to hold public officials accountable for their actions, demand justice, tolerate differences and feel solidarity with fellow citizens and other nationalities(The World Bank 2006). The urban youth feel the loss of their citizenship rights in terms of economic dimensions of access to equal opportunities for basic services, welfare schemes and equality of opportunities in education and employment(Amirthanathan 2009: 8).  The affected do not remain passive. They are actively involved in exercising their citizenship rights to regain what they have lost. 
2.7 Marginalized Urban Poor Youth
 
The socially excluded are called by different names such as “marginalized youth” or “youth at risk”. Riele(2006: 130) argues that such terms are negative and create a negative impression of the youth. He insists that a more inclusive and less negative terms are used. Youth are at risk due to the factors that arise from the realms of personal, family, school and society. “poverty, ethnic minority status and aboriginality, family issues, poor knowledge of the majority language, type of school, geographic isolation and community factors” (OECD 1995)  are certain broad categorization of risk factors. Riele argues that individual risk factors include psychological factors such as self esteem and motivation, physical factors such as illness and disability, behavioural factors such as disruptive behaviour, pregnancy, and drug abuse. Family factors arises from the family structure such as single family, conflict and abuse in the family, socio economic conditions of the family, education of the parents, separation from the family or ward; and societal factors include issues such as unemployment, housing, access to welfare services and support(Riele 2006: 134-135). Risk factors of youth marginalization can be broadly classified in to individual and societal factors. 
Caroline Harper argues that the poverty and its impacts are transmitted from one generation to the next. The youth and the children of the urban poor undergo the same inhuman conditions of their parents (Caroline Harper 2003: 536-537). Their lives in the inhuman condition of the slums leave no space for development and growth. Marginalization affects several critical aspects of the young people. First of all it affects their basic need for survival and protection, by way of safe water, food, nutrition and shelter. Secondly the right to participation and development is hindered, as the family conditions and the community environment is not conducive. Moreover access to civil as well as political participation is restricted or denied to the young people due to adult and caste domination. As education is expensive and discriminatory, education is either denied or ended abruptly at the primary level(Amirthanathan 2009: 9). 
Caspar Merkle describing the aspects of youth marginalization in El Alto, argues that youth exclusion is multidimensional, derived from economic, cultural, and social factors. Poverty is a crucial factor which stigmatizes and discriminates the youth against those of their neighbourhood. Another element of marginalization is that of gender. Young women are the most disadvantaged amongst the youth as they grow up in a traditional and patriarchal society. As the parents discourage the girls in education and engage them in household chores they grow up to be uneducated and unskilled and they earn little all their life. The psychological factors of low self esteem which affect the identity of the youth contribute the negative impression of the youth(Merkle 2003: 208).
With the impact of poverty and marginalization in childhood, the youth grow up to be unskilled, uneducated and unemployed or under employed labourers, they begin to question the nature of citizenship rights. From my own experience of having interacted with the urban poor youth of Salem, I have met several youth who expressed that their citizenship rights are denied or ignored. They feel that the Government basic services do not reach them. In Indian context marginalization is not only because of poverty but also due to other discriminations based on religion and castes which perpetuate poverty. The experience of marginalization brings them together to assert their right. They organize themselves to make their voice heard. Protests and demonstrations often becomes their strategy. As it was mentioned earlier, the process of securing citizenship rights has always been a struggle. As active agents the youth continue to struggle to secure citizenship rights. The expression of their agency is often also interpreted as violent and anti-social. Thus the urban poor youth become an issue of concern of the nations to involve them constructively in nation building activities(Amirthanathan 2009: 10). 
2.8 Youth Agency Towards Citizenship Rights
The public sphere of social life is often dominated by the adults. The argument is that the young people are not fully matured adults ready to take up responsibility. However, Ansell (2008: 247) illustrates the involvement of youth in active political participation in India and in several parts of the African continent. An active citizenship is one in which citizens are not only members of a community but also actively realize that membership through participation in communal affairs. Tom argues against the view of Marshall who held that being active is not a prerequisite for citizenship. Active citizenship calls for a responsibility towards the community. Citizenship is an evolving institution which involves a permanent struggle and contestation(Tom Hall 2000: 463).  The mere concept involves struggle for the citizenship. When the adults are submitted to the prevailing social conditions, the young people are often seen to  raise their voice to be heard for change and transformation (WYR 2005: 73). 
The struggle for citizenship begins with the struggle for space for participation as marginalization is denial of participation. There are no readymade spaces for participation for the marginalized. Cornwall (2004: 76) mentions two spaces of participation. One is ‘invited spaces’ which are provided by the existing system where in different actors are called to participate. The other is ‘popular spaces’ which are spaces created by the people where in like minded people join together for a similar interest in collective action for an end. When spaces are denied for the marginalized to participate, then they would create their own space for participation. Devas argues that the ability of the poor to use the spaces depends on two things such as the institutional arrangements for the poor to make their voice heard and secondly the ability of the  poor to organize themselves to exert influence (Devas 2005). 
Socially excluded are not passive to all their experiences, instead they protest and revolt in different forms to assert their citizenship rights. Bayat(1997: 57) argues that the poor engage in politics which differs from the usual means to be included. They are not passive but express it in different manifestations of protest which Bayat calls as the ‘quiet encroachments of the ordinary’. Scott(1985) agree the poor are not necessarily passive to accept all that happens to them. Though not straightforward the powerless resist the powerful through small and unrecorded acts of daily resistance. Likewise it could be applied to the urban poor youth who are excluded trying to express themselves to be heard, seen and recognized to acquire citizenship rights.
The socio economic political conditions of the urban poor affect the youth very much.  Due to the impact of social exclusion on the community, the new generation of youth suffer marginalization which affects their growth and development. The Youth are uneducated and unskilled and unemployed with low income and endure the hardships of daily life. The inequality in the society is very apparent to them. The hardships of life lead them to react or respond to the arising situations. The reactions of the youth are not homogeneous either. They are not passive. The youth are social actors in development. However the youth do not express themselves always the same way. At times they express themselves in open manifestations as experiences show in the recent world history. 
As agents of development they attempt to capture the attention of the governments and the society at large. Sherrod argues that participating as a citizen in a society is as important as forming a family. He says, “Societies throughout the globe have to understand how their youth develop into productive, capable adult citizens. Societies need to provide opportunities for the development of citizenship through their social institutions”(Sherrod 2005: 3). If the spaces provided for their participation are insufficient or unsatisfactory or if spaces are denied, then youth are likely to create their own spaces and strategies for participation. 

Active participation of youth is often restricted and even denied, as the adults possess the decision making power in the family as well as in the society.  Globally young people’s lives are marked with structural inequalities, which prevent them from attaining full civil, political and social citizenship rights(Boeck 2005: 3). From Human rights perspectives too the young people have the right to a fulfilment of their potentialities and responsibilities (Helmsing 2002). The African charter(OAU 1999) too emphasises the responsibility of the young as social actors to uphold and strengthen the community in which they live. Taking up responsibilities and participating actively is a sign of exercising one’s citizenship rights in responding to the forces and impacts of marginalization.
The chapter introduced the concept of social exclusion as denial of participation to individuals or groups and analyzed different factors that contribute to it. Poverty being the source of social exclusion, in Indian context it is perpetuated by caste discrimination. The urban poor youth who are thus marginalized are not passive. They create their own spaces and strategies to express themselves to assert their citizenship rights.
Chapter - 3
Experiences of Social Exclusion and Strategies of Responses
Having discussed the concept of social exclusion in the context of urban poor youth, the following pages discuss the experiences of the urban poor youth of Salem. The experiences of social exclusion of the urban poor of salem was collected from the participants of focus group discussions. They are presented in eight different themes such as caste and class discriminations, education and employment, socialization, rest and recreation, legal documents and political and civil participation, caste and adult domination, gender discriminations, police atrocities, and marriage and family. The experiences are followed by the strategies of responses of the urban poor youth to counter the social exclusion. And the chapter ends with the brief analysis on the intervention of NGOs and other organizations.
3. 1 Caste and Class Discriminations 

The experiences of urban poor youth could be broadly classified in to two categories of Caste and Class discriminations and one supporting the other.  The marginalization experiences of the urban poor are basically rooted in caste discriminations. In the beginning of the research the working hypothesis was that poverty was the source of all social exclusion of the urban poor youth. Later it was realized that caste played a vital role in perpetuating the vicious circle of poverty. The inhabitants of the slums were all dalits. During the informal contacts among the slum dwellers, the people expressed that they had migrated from the villages to the city in search of livelihood and settled down in the city suburbs. They were casual labourers of factories and business owned by the rich, who were upper castes.  The women served as maids in households of the rich. In these settlements the caste practices were prevalent as it was in the villages. Just by naming the area of their location in the city, the people were able to identify their castes. As it is claimed sometimes that, by industrialization and urbanization one becomes anonymous and the caste stigma is lost(Jayaraman 1981)  is not true in their case.  The above view is likely to be true for the middle class and upper class people who can locate themselves wherever they choose to be; but for the lower class and lower caste people the caste stigma is inseparable. 
The exclusion of the urban poor youth arises not only because of poverty but also because of their caste. The fact that they are dalits affects their opportunities for education and employment which are the two foundations of economic development according to the youth. A participant of the focus group discussion said: 
“I want to hide my caste from the others. But from the very name of our place of residence the people know my caste. I feel very much down because I am not valued for my personal worth but as a dalit and untouchable”.

The caste discriminations have been the root cause of the vicious cycle of poverty. Another participant explained: 
“The reason why we are poor is because we are dalits and nothing else”. 

This summarises the relationship between caste and poverty.  

Another youth questioned, “Why don’t we find upper caste people living in the slums?” 
The group answered in unison, “It is because they are not poor”. 
It was agreed by all the participants and it was confirmed with the NGO and in the BLD that all the inhabitants of the slums were dalits.

The impossibility of caste mobility is explained by Jayaraman(1981: 26) when he talks of ‘Sanskritization’. The three conditions involved in the process are that one should not be an untouchable, should have better economic conditions and claim high caste membership by creating a myth. The dalits have no chance of caste mobility because they are untouchables and suffer economic deprivations. When other castes are given an opportunity for mobility the dalits are denied.

Marx refers to class in relation to the means of production such as land, machinery, finance, factories etc. He differentiated two groups of people: the first owned the means of production; and the second owned only the labour power(Jayaraman 1981: 11). In this context of research, those who owned the means of production are the upper castes, who were richer than the dalits. The participants of focus group expressed that the high caste and middle class were richer than dalits and `they owned businesses and industries. 
Poverty is the root cause of marginalization of urban poor youth; and poverty is perpetuated by caste discriminations. Merkle(2003: 208-209) in “Youth Participation in El Alto, Bolivia”  argued that the youth were marginalized not only due to poverty but due their cultural identity. It could be argued that the urban poor youth are marginalized not only by their poverty but also by their caste identity.  Class mobility becomes impossible too since it is inseparably related to caste mobility. The family and the community of the urban poor youth are at the lowest level in terms of class and in terms of caste too. The youth experienced a series of deprivations, discriminations and dominations leading to marginalization which is spelt out in this section.
3.2 Education and Employment
 Indian Government through the recent Act named ‘The Right of Children to free and compulsory Education Act,2009’ assures all children in the country with free primary and compulsory education up to 15 years (NIC 2009b).  The participants of the focus group discussions were all school drop outs. They had dropped out of school either due to discriminations that they experienced at school or due to severe poverty at home. 
They were mostly child labourers driven by poverty, and education was denied to them by their own family. Some had to drop out because they could not compete with the rest of the students in the high school, since they lacked quality education at the primary level. The participants explained that the education in government schools in vernacular languages did not equip them for competitive education and employment. The children from educated upper and middle classes and castes could learn in private educational institutions in English which provided openings for higher education and employment opportunities.  As a result the urban poor youth lacked higher education and employment in well paid jobs such as communication and IT industries. 
Upadhya(2008) who conducted a research in the city of Bangalore, India has proved that even in the job market for the information technology professionals, caste and class plays a vital role. The emergence of software and services outsourcing industry gave a big boost of employment to the urban population of the Indian cities. This transformed the labour market generating demands for information goods and services. Though the intake process were beyond all corruption and influence and depended only on education it did not provide employment for the poor and low castes but instead to the middle class and upper and middle castes. It was because of the advantageous position of the upper castes in terms of educational opportunities. The students from middle class and wealthy families have advantages in educational opportunities. The students from lower castes were likely to have educated in government schools in vernacular languages and have less educated parents who lacked resources to invest in children’s education. In the same way the urban poor youth lacked quality education due to poverty and could not compete with the others in education and employment.
Studies of Lawrence, Mehan and Smith agree to the fact that the urban poor youth do not have a successful school life. They were mostly likely to fail or dropout and suffer in utter poverty and desperation (Lawrence 1998,Mehan 1992,Smith 2000). Low level of education and School drop outs was a common phenomenon among the target group. A prominent reason for the school dropout was the experience of discrimination that the youth experienced when they were at school. 
A youngster of the focus group mentioned the often repeated phrase of the teacher at school, “You are not fit for education but to loiter in the streets”. This created an aversion of school and the teachers. Negative relationship with the teachers can cause marginalization. At times the student could also be marginalized when they are required to be passive learners. Some school dropouts also leave because of uninteresting curriculum, uninspiring and irrelevant content to their present and future life. Very stubborn teachers and school system without flexibility and lack of student support services can cause school dropouts(Riele 2006: 132). The above present reasons were found true in the case of the participant of the study.   
A youth mentioned the self curse that his teacher his teacher repeated often in the school as: 
“It is a curse on me that I have to teach you people who are not capable of intellectual learning”.

The above statement expressed the prejudice of the teachers that they were not capable of learning. Though this statement might have been due to the low performance of the slum children, it could also mean the caste prejudice. As Cheesman(2002) reminds us that the low castes people have been constantly denied opportunities for education by the Vedas which reserved intellectual education for the high castes. And the British who ruled India reinforced such elite caste dominance and differences in educational opportunities to ensure their continued rule. Low educational status results in unemployment, since they are not able to compete in the labour market.

The youth blamed their parents and teachers for their current situation. Some youth blamed their uneducated parents who did not know the value of education and forced them to work to add to the income of the family at an early age. This was confirmed in the interview with the staff who agreed that the lack of education of the parents is an important factor for the low performance at school. During the informal meeting with the slum people, it was not rare to find parents who are still not convinced of the need of education. The youth argued that even when the education was free and all educational materials provided by the government with nutritious midday meal supplied at school, the parents did not care to educate their children. There were others who blamed their teachers for being strict, partial, for showing caste discriminations and freely using physical punishments on students who performed low. Such experiences pushed them out of school. The above experiences agree to the research results conducted in America(Bary A. Farber 1999) in which the urban poor parents and teachers are blamed for their inability and failure to educate the children. The same research recommends further analysis of other socio economical and cultural conditions to understand the phenomenon better. Understandably the socio economic and cultural conditions of the parents need to be understood in context. 
In India a vast majority are crazy about getting an employment in the government sector, because it provides a regular employment and regular income with safety and security measures. It was observed that in the slums there was hardly anyone in government jobs. The participants of the focus group were all casual labourers with low pay. Their jobs were not even regular. They were hired on daily basis. They were silver chain makers which was specific trade of the city. There were young men and women who were involved in textile and garments making units and some working under the sub contractors who were laying telecommunication cables. All these jobs were seasonal which required manual labourers.  Since the labourers were handling expensive materials the employers looked for trustworthy labourers. The labourers were to be recommended by someone known to the employers assuring guarantee for one’s honesty. This was generally done by the senior members of the community of the urban poor. The youth had to depend on them for jobs. Mitra (2004) conducting a research among the slums in Delhi identified three types of networks through which the slum dwellers obtained employment. They are networks that operate through kinship bonds, networks that are caste and ethnicity related and formal channels such as employment exchanges either government or private. The urban poor youth of the study secured jobs through the first and second networks. They were referred to the kind of jobs by their own community members. It was because they need to give surety to the employers. They hardly approached any other formal channels of securing employment which involved money and influence. It was because they need to produce several legal documents which they often did not possess. Complying with all the requirements did not mean sure jobs. It often involved money and influence in the words of the participants “bribe and recommendation” respectively. Mitra(2004) also argues that the urban poor youth do not enjoy choice in the selection of jobs. This was agreed by the participants too, as they had to take up whatever jobs that was available and at whatever wages they are paid. They had no bargaining power for their labour as they were at the mercy of the employer for job security. The young people are again marginalized in the sense that they do not enjoy the benefits of unionization in terms of trade unions and lacked bargaining power for their labour. It is also because they belonged to unorganized sector or informal sector.
3.3 Socialization, Rest and Recreation 
The circle of socialization of the urban poor youth is limited to themselves and to their community. Their whole world seems to be their own community.  They feel inferior to meet and socialize with the members of other community. This was confirmed in the interview with the NGO staff who agreed that when other caste youth were invited for meetings, there were silences and reservations from the youth of the slums.  In the beginning the of focus group discussions I observed several moments of silences till the staff intervened and reassured them of my acquaintance with the NGO. It took some time for them to engage in the discussion spontaneously.  The staff said in the interview that the youth often requested them not to ask questions or make them talk in public. The youth also requested the staff to accompany them when they had to meet local political leaders, government officials, donors, etc. The staff had to talk on behalf of the youth. The participants of the focus group agreed to the above mentioned experiences. The youth feel bad about their condition and some are even ashamed of such behaviour. They feel sad that they are not able to face members of other community and express themselves normally. A youth participant explained himself as: 
“I am afraid to talk in public because I am ashamed when people laugh at my mistakes”. 
Discussing on the reason for such a feeling a youth participant said: 
“I often feel that I am a dalit, uneducated and not used to talk in public”.
They shun the very sight of the youth from other castes who live nearby. The reason may arise from the inferiority complex due to caste discriminations that they experience every day. The inferiority complex is seen as a mixed feeling of being a dalit and uneducated. It could be also the lack of school experience. Howard (2008) agree that the lack of  school experience both of the parents and that of the children affect the social behaviour of the children. The complex and deep rooted impacts of poverty and discriminations result in limited and reserved socialization skills. For the normal children the socialization skills are developed in their family and school where the children are provided with positive learning ambient and experience psychological and social acceptance. This could be applied to the experience of the participants of this research too.
The economical condition of the family make the young people work very hard and continuously. Labour is their only investment. As we noted earlier lack of academic and technical education has made them casual manual labourers, which is irregular. They work the whole week, even on weekends. Hard manual labour makes them very tired.  They look tired and worn out. They lack sufficient rest.  They do not have quite ambient to rest after work. The young men do not sleep at home as there is no sufficient space for the whole family to sleep in the house. Generally the women folk and children sleep at home. Men folk including the youth sleep outside the house on the streets or in some public places like temple, etc.  
The urban poor youth do not have space and time for them to get together, to relax and for recreation. They were not engaged in any sports and games. It was surprising to note that they were not even interested in cricket, a game in which the youth are generally crazy in India. A participant commented: 
“Where is the time and place is for us to play? I want to play at least once a month. But it is so difficult for us to come together. If we were in some regular job we could organize our free time for games and sports. Each of us is busy hunting for jobs; and when we get one job, we don’t mind whether it is day or night or weekends”.
Generally game and sports bring the youth together. The youth experience exclusion because they are not part of this system. For example in India cricket can be viewed as a unifying factor for the young people. It could be positively used to bring young people together.
A regular relaxation seems to be drinking alcohol on weekends after they receive their wages. A sizable part of income is spent on alcohol.  This fact was confirmed by the interviews held with the staffs who agreed to the phenomenon of alcoholism among the youth. Commenting on the habit a participant said: 
“We know that it is a bad habit; but alcohol eases body pain after hard manual work”. Another youth said: 
“It is nothing wrong to drink once a week. It is good to relieve mental tension and stress”. 

When enquired about the expenses occurred, a participant explained: 
“At times we have to buy liquor for the others who had no income for that day”. 

A youth explained that in their community alcohol is served in all the celebrations such as birth day parties, weddings and even at funeral occasions. Borrowing money to drink is a common practice among them. This makes it easy for the youth to drink at free of cost which makes one addicted. The addiction makes them excluded because it affects ones social status, commitment towards family and job. It should be noted that in the local culture alcoholism affects ones social status. The addicted youth do not easily find a girl to marry. It was interesting to note that most of the men in the slums, if not all of them consume alcohol regularly. The youth are aware of the sad plight of the alcoholic men. While the young men are allowed to drink and smoke the girls are not allowed to do so. None of the girl participants smoked or consumed alcohol which is a cultural expectation of a modest woman. 
Another common recreation of these youth is watching film in the cinema halls. The youth show a great interest in Tamil movies. They enjoy films of love stories and love longs. This may be because they are not allowed to engage love and courtship in their actual life.  Their conversation is filled with topics of films, film songs and actors and actresses. It looks as though they are addicted to films and film songs. Most of boys are members of fans clubs that celebrate the film releases and celebrate birthdays of their stars. It could be summarised that addiction to alcohol and films in the form of relaxation is a form of marginalization that has restricted them from enjoying other healthy recreational habits of sports and games.
3.4 Legal Documents and Political and Civil Participation
The absence of legal documents such as birth certificates, school or university certificates, community certificates (caste certificates), residential certificates, income certificates often pose a great problem. A participant said: 
“Our birth was not registered because our parents were not educated to register birth and obtain the certificates; and school certificates are not with us because we are school drop outs”.  
The participants of the focus group explained that they are not able to participate in any government programmes and schemes. This is a serious problem because these youth do not enjoy any rights or privileges of a citizen. This restricts their active participation in the civil society. They are not even able to obtain a driving licence. Explaining the difficulty in obtaining these certificates a participant said: 
“We need to pay not less than five hundred rupees which is equal to ten days income for us”.
Majority of them possessed voter`s identity card and had exercised their franchise in the last General Election to the Parliament in May 2009. It was observed that everyone possesses the voter`s identity card because it serves as one’s valid identity card for official purposes. It should be noted that India has not issued citizen identity card to the people; and voter`s identity card can be used for official purposes. 
The Youth do not seem to be actively participating in popular political activities. Their elders are members of popular political parties such as Congress party, DMK, AIADMK and do not allow the young people to actively participate in politics. The youth are not easily allowed to raise issues of concern of the community, because their elders belong to the ruling party. The above agrees to the views of McLaughlin (2000) who says that the urban poor youth get little access to spaces to engage themselves in democratic participation. The youth expressed that a small number of their peers are used by the local political leader for his personal popularity and self interested motives and gains. The unemployed youth often fall a prey to these vested interested politicians. At the same time the youth expressed a strong discontentment with the government and the society which do not care to respect them and respond to the needs of their community. They strongly express that they have lost hope in the government structures to respond to our needs. 
3.5 Caste and Adult Dominations
The urban poor youth experience a combination of caste and adult domination on different dimensions of their life. The slums are situated adjacent to the high caste people’s area of residence. The participants of the focus group expressed that the temple festivals are organized by the high caste and the low caste people are allowed to worship at the temple; but the car procession of the deity do not enter the area of lower castes. This practice is highly disliked by the youth who want to change this discriminatory practice. A group of youth including a few of the participants raised the issue to their community elders. Their leaders argued that they had to protect the people from caste violence and refused to support the cause.  The youth are often reminded of the violent caste clashes past when the high caste set fire to the houses of the dalits. The youth and their families were strictly warned by the community leaders of adverse consequences if they attempted anything with regard to caste issues. 
From the focus group discussions it could be realized that the youth were in utter hopelessness with regard to the domination of the high caste people. The youth argue that their helplessness is because of the double oppression, namely caste domination and adult domination. The youth are not able to act on their own because their elders do not allow them. Their elders are not allowed by the high caste people. Their self respect is deeply hurt because of this experience. A participant questioned: 
“Is there no end to this discrimination and injustice in this free India and in the twenty first century? How long will this caste domination continue?” 
Political participation of the youth is affected in the same way. The youth want to contest in the ward elections to be elected to the post of local councillor. The basic needs of the community such as health, sanitation, water and electricity could be regularised if their community member is elected to the post of councillor. But the high caste people do not allow dalits to contest in elections and make them depend on them for basic needs. The elders for fear of violence do not allow their community members to contest in elections. The democratic decentralization by which people getting involved in local government to become politically active (Jayaraman 1981: 29) though possible is made impossible due to caste and adult dominations. 
3.6 Gender Discriminations 
The young women are marginalized more than the young men. In education the boys are preferred than girls. Participants of the focus group explained that they were not allowed to continue their education for two reasons: one is to make use of them for all the chores of the family; and secondly the parents are not ready to invest on girl’s education. This was confirmed by a participant who had to sacrifice her chance for her brother. The young women had to stay back home, burdened with cleaning, cooking, taking care of the young siblings, etc. This assuming responsibility is named as ‘training or preparation for marriage’. 

Since young women lacked education and skill training, they had no opportunity for regular employment and decent income. Most of them worked as helpers in weaving, and readymade garment units. Their little income belonged to family and not to themselves. When the boys were given a share of their income for their personal expenses, the girls were not. They had to depend on the family for all their needs. 

With regard to recreation and socialization, the young women are not allowed to participate in outdoor games and sports. They generally watch television or movies at home. Love affairs, eloping, and premarital pregnancy are feared as it would affect the social status of the family. So the young women are over protected and their free socialization is strictly restricted by their parents. Unlike the boys they are not allowed to associate themselves as a group of young women. The girl’s movements are restricted and monitored till they are given in marriage. The parents are over concerned about the safety of their daughters. Since arranged marriage is the normal practice of the society, the parents are to guard their girls as ‘pure’ till marriage. The NGO staff member expressed that such over protection is not only to prevent love marriages but also to prevent sexual abuses from the high caste people as well as from the innumerable alcoholics in their own community. In the process the girls are marginalized and secluded, in their own homes and community. 
The political participation of the young women is nearly next to nothing. They express their inability to the situation. A participant expressed in the focus group: “when the men folk are helpless about bringing about change, what can we do about it?” 
Most of them said that they associated themselves with the party to which their men folk associated themselves with. Their political knowledge was limited compared to that of young men. It looked as though the political participation belonged to the male youth for they were free to associate themselves with whatever party they wished to. As Okwany(forthcoming) argues that politics belongs to public sphere of life which is dominated by men and the life of young woman is restricted to the private area of life. 

 3.7 Police Atrocities
Police atrocities seem to be one of the most painful and terrorising experiences of the urban poor youth. The youth are arrested, taken in to police custody and beaten up on suspicions. Almost all the young men expressed their anger and helplessness at their plight of being victims not only to wealthy and high caste people but also to police authorities. This is a specific problem of the male youth. 
They argued saying: 
“Police are supposed to give us protection but they attack us. Where do we get protection from? We need protection from the police first”. 
The NGO staff confirmed of these frequent occurrences of police atrocities. They affirmed that the police take the slum youth into custody and detain them for days without even explaining to them the reason for their arrest. The police do not offer valid reasons for their arrest and detention. On several occasions the NGO staff themselves had bailed them out. The only police explanation is that they were needed for an enquiry. During the informal meetings with the parents and elders, they said that they have to spend a lot of money to bail out their sons.  Often the youth are rudely attacked by the police. For fear of cruel attack, the parents rush to the police station at the earliest and pay the demanded amount, often as bribe and bail out their sons, promising to produce them whenever needed in the future. The money is often borrowed for high interests. At times they seek help from local leader, politicians or influential persons who belong to high caste. This makes them servile to the high caste neighbours, which is again disliked by the youth.
The police keep a constant watch of the youth of the slums and attack the youth if they find them in groups. There seem to be a fear in the minds of the police of anti-social activities when they see them in groups.  This kindles a discussion on youth and crime. When the urban poor youth have been marginalized and face innumerable problems themselves, they are in turn seen as problems to the society. Riele(2006) in his article, “youth ‘at risk’: further marginalizing the marginalized?” argues that these youth who “have been described as deprived, disadvantaged, poor, alienated, marginalized and at risk” are interpreted negatively by the people. For the public and the government they are nuisance and public disturbance and potential criminals. The “youth bulge thesis” that we discussed in the earlier section can be related to this experience of youth as they are considered a source of violence and destruction. The conception of the society regarding the urban poor youth as violent or anti-socials could be reason for such a continued watch over these youth and cruel atrocities. The youth are deeply hurt of their self respect that they are treated as criminals and anti-socials among their own people. These shattering experiences have robbed off their reputation in their own community and restricted their freedom of movement which is important to search for employment.    A participant shared the following with much pain: 
“We are aliens and refugees in our own country. We live in constant fear and terror of police. Our self respect is lost because every time police take us to custody, people think that we are criminals”.

3.8 Marriage and Family
Free socialization of boys and girls is not permitted by the local culture. The focus group discussions were held separately for boys and girls for the same reason. The participants of the focus group discussion did not like this practice. Boys and girls like to meet and socialize with each other because they like to choose their partners. The girls are strictly forbidden to socialize with boys as it would affect the reputation of the family. The practice may be to prevent love marriages, because arranged marriage is an unwritten law of the Tamil society which is not liked by the young people. Arranged marriage is a practice by which the parents choose the life partner of their son or daughter. But when questioned about their views on arranged marriage, the boys preferred love marriages and wanted to select their own life partners and marry them. It was surprising to note that the girls had mixed views and some preferred arranged marriages and said that they would marry only those whom their parents arranged. They argued that the reputation of the family and the parents would be lost if they attempted love marriage. A participant expressed her conviction saying:
 “Eloping with a lover, or love marriage is to betray the trust and confidence that our parents have in us”. 
Arranged marriages are to protect caste and religious boundaries which prevents people from marrying outside one’s caste and religion. The youth are well aware of the inter-caste and inter-religious marriages that occur, though not frequently. Arranged marriages are done within the same castes or between equal castes. But for these youth who are dalits, inter caste marriages are not possible. 
The boys who preferred love marriages argued that love marriages can break discriminations based on caste, religion and language which are the root causes of communal clashes in India. Interestingly the boys pointed out that the cruel practice of dowry system can be abolished only if love marriages are encouraged. A participant raised a challenging question to the fellow participants: 

“Why don’t our parents allow us to love and marry a girl of our community? We are not even allowed to love those who are our own relatives.”

The participants discussed vehemently on this issue and arrived to the topic of dowry system. The practice of dowry, which involves a huge sum of money in the form of gold and gifts from the girl’s family to the boy’s family, delays and at times prevents marriages. The parents of the girls agree to give their girls in marriage to the one who proposes first because delaying involves more expenses later on. The girls are also aware that often the girls are forced in to marriages at times to older men and alcoholics and drug addicts. This is often because less money is involved as dowry. The occasionally early marriages that occur are also for economic reasons. While the young men experience a loss of freedom of choice in marriage, the young women experience an external force and compulsion in marriage and family life.
3.9 Strategies of Responses
This section discusses the strategies of responses of the urban poor youth to the forces of social exclusion and marginalization. The young people present themselves as active agents who create new spaces and discover new strategies to challenge old practices, dominant forces and even unjust systems. In these efforts of the youth the exercise of their agency is motivated by their self respect. Their efforts and initiatives facilitated by the DBAI and other organizations are briefly discussed in the end of this section.
3.9.1 Education and Employment
The urban poor youth show a great interest to complete basic education. Since private education is expensive, the DBAI facilitated a formation of a private study centre for the school drop outs and the failed students to prepare and to appear for examinations. This study centre is conducted by the youth for the youth in which about sixty youth appear for government examinations every year. In the same way unskilled youth are given chances to learn vocational skills such as driving, motor mechanism, tailoring, computer skills, etc. Such centres also provide space for sports and games and other personality development programmes. This initiative of the youth is facilitated by DBAI which helps the young people to develop and empower them with academic and technical education. Having completed basis education they stand eligible for high school education. With the vocational training they become skilled labourers from unskilled manual labourers.  This is how the youth attempt to regain what they lost due to lack of education in regular school system. 
Moreover the youth organize regular evening study and games for their own slum children. The young women participate in organizing the study after school hours for children. This is highly appreciated by the local community. The home atmosphere in the evening is highly noisy with alcoholic family members and neighbours and not conducive for study at home. The young men organize games and summer camps for the children of their community. They mobilize funds and educational materials for the poor children. Their reason for doing so is explained thus by them:

“We have lost much due to lack of education. We are not able change our lives. But we hope to create a new society by creating a new generation with our children. Only when our children are educated and hold high positions in the society, then the society will respect us like equals”.
 
Kirshner(R.Kirshner 2003) who conducted a research among the Community Based Youth Organization(CBYO) argued that CBYOs are unique ways of offering the youth alternative spaces for youth participation and learning. The initiative of the youth to help the children created a new space for the youth for community participation. And this effort of theirs is appreciated by the local community which strengthens one’s self esteem.
3.9.2 Socialization and Recreation
The need of socialization among themselves and with other community members is a challenge for the youth. Separation of boys and girls can be an added strength for the adults and weaken the power of the youth. The youth silently resist such a control. They find other ways of socializing in the name of participating in the community services such as teaching the children, and organizing sports for the community at festivals and participating in community awareness programmes. 

The youth who invite the DBAI staff to accompany them are taught the skills of socialization. The staff confided that the DBAI had intentionally planned that such staff accompaniment with the youth is to educate the youth to learn the skills of communication. The need for sports and games is met by DBAI by providing space and time for them in sports meet, youth festivals, etc. at regular intervals.   Sports and games are healthy recreational habits that is good not only for ones well being but are important occasions which create space for socialization and to develop one`s talents. 

Talented youth in music and theatre are trained by the NGO in folk arts and they perform public awareness programmes on literacy campaign, AIDS awareness, human rights, etc. The NGO has made efforts to provide space to develop not only their talents but also to use them for the community building is very much appreciated by the youth themselves and their community. 

3.9.3 Political and Civil Participation
Though in the adult dominated society, the young people are assertive of their agency in choosing against the political stand of their elders. A different political position of the youth, against that of the adults was observed. A participant said: 
“The political stand of our elders has not brought us any good. We need to find other ways of doing it”. 
The adults associated themselves with the existing popular political parties such as Congress Party, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam(DMK) and All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam(AIADMK), Pattali Makkal Katchi(PMK), etc. but most of the participants were critical about these parties achievements for the poor. They argued that these parties of the high castes do not know the pains of the dalits.

The consciousness of being marginalized on the basis of caste is very much felt by the youth. The youth have responded to the situation by associating themselves with the left wings especially those parties and leaders who promise equality and justice to the dalits. The Viduthalai Chiruthai Katchi(VCK), a dalit political party led by Thirumavalavan has  number of followers among the slum youth. Deisiya Murpokku Diravida Kazhagam(DMDK) led by film star, Vijayakanth has  many followers too. There are many youth who do not associate themselves with any political parties but associate themselves with human rights organizations like People`s Watch, Tamil Nadu. Many youth possess the membership card of the organization and are trained to monitor by reporting human right violations to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and appeal for justice. This is strategy is also intended to defend them from police atrocities.
The NGO has facilitated the process of linking the youth with organizations who are concerned with human rights such as ‘People`s Watch, Tamil Nadu’ and Human Rights Commissions at the state and district level. The youth with little interest in the political situations are motivated by their own peers. The films star’s fans clubs are motivated to feel socially responsible. Such clubs mobilize funds and support the children’s education. 

3.9.4 Gender Discrimination
The young women attempt to express their discontentment in many different ways. There are silent moments of ignoring, verbal expressions of their disliking, bargaining to do something different and downright opposition. For example the girls often just ignore over demanding expectations of the household. There are at times when they bargain. For example a participant who was asked to stop her studies because her family was not able to pay for her education, convinced her parents that she would stop for a year to save money for her education and continue her education in the following year. And she succeeded in doing it. In this way  Okwany (forthcoming) is right when she argues that girls employ several discursive and practical strategies to exercise their agency against marginalization. 

As mentioned earlier the young women were not even allowed to associate themselves as groups. However, space and time was created by a need for vocational training centre for girls. DBAI has made use of the vocational training centre as an educative centre for the young women. The staff explained that the vocational training for the young women served many purposes such as socialization, sports and games, health education, etc. It was a place to educate and empower young women, to compensate the loss of regular school education. Sex education, which is a cultural taboo, is taught in the name of family health education and right for reproductive health. This is also a chance for the young women to discuss on different issues relating to women. 
3.9.5 Caste and Police Atrocities
As discussed earlier the alliance of the youth with the dalit political parties and human rights organizations is a clear example of their effort to resist police and caste atrocities. This has brought a hope among the young people of self respect. The interest among the young people to get associated with dalit and human rights organization is a clear example of their agency and response to the atrocities against them. Those participants who had associated with dalit and human rights organizations possessed membership cards and expressed a strong sense of self-confidence. They were sure of the intervention of their organization if they encounter police or caste violence. A participant mentioned that they were monitoring the last election process, to make sure of safety and security to people of their community to exercise their franchise. This experience had boosted up the self respect in their community. This has motivated many more youth to join these organizations. 
 3.9.6 Marriage and Family
Though love marriages are not encouraged, the young people are not ready to carry on with the old, unaccepted and unhappy practice of arranged marriages. Many young people are in a haste to find their own partners. It is interesting to note a sort of competition between the elders and the youth as to who achieves it first. The parents want them to get married to a boy or girl of their selection before their boy or girls finds a partner. At the same time the young people are also in a haste to find a partner before their parents find them one. In this competition at times the legal minimum age of marriage, which is 18 for girls and 21 for boys is violated. Every year there are one or two cases of such marriages too. The violation of this law is also caused for economic reasons. A girl participant in the focus group discussion explained:

“Realizing the economical conditions of our family, we cannot depend on our parents to find a partner and get us married with due dowries”. 
The young people are ready to break this custom to combat dowry system. A new term ‘love and arranged marriage’ is becoming a new phenomenon. This means that the young people unlike in the past do not hide boyfriends or girlfriends and elope suddenly, but instead express it openly to the parents and convince the parents to accept, arrange and celebrate it solemnly. But the process is very painful for both the boy and the girl. When parents do not accept it, the couple are often ostracised from the family and parents. At times the parents do not accept and force them to marry someone else. But the young people are ready to put up with any difficulty to marry their lovers. Love marriage could be interpreted as the exercise of agency of the young people against the adult dominated and caste dominated society. This could also be the silent resistance against caste and dowry system.
3.10 Role of NGO and Other Organizations
The efforts of the urban poor youth in responding to marginalization are facilitated by the NGO and other political and civil society organizations.   The NGO visualizes the urban poor youth as victims of marginalization and has joined hands with them in responding to the impacts of marginalization. The study centres and vocational training centres provide space and time for the youth to empower them personally and socially, in terms of education, knowledge and skills. The youth festivals and human rights awareness programmes are highly appreciated by the youth. 
The relationship with the human rights organizations such as People’s Watch has a brought a sigh of relief to the young people who were under constant fear of caste violence and police atrocities. The association with district human rights commission has given a chance for human rights knowledge. The association with dalit political parties such as Viduthalai Ciruthaikal Katch (VCK) seems to develop self respect and self confidence among the youth. 
However, the fragmented approach of each of them disperses and dissipates the youth, which is likely to weaken the power of youth. There is an absence of any government involvement in the process. And so a holistic programme, inclusive of governmental and non- governmental organizations is to be evolved and included in the process of combating marginalization.
Chapter - 4

Conclusion
The Research question that was posed in the first chapter: “How do the urban poor youth experience, respond and cope with marginalization?” was answered in the research. Theoretical background of social exclusion in general, and particular of the urban poor youth in the context of India was discussed in the second chapter. The urban poor youth face a bundle of deprivations and discriminations and domination which makes them marginalized and excluded from the rest of the society. Their experience of marginalization has affected their life, well being, growth and development, which they describe as loss of their citizenship rights. They are termed as ‘marginalized youth’ or ‘youth at risk’ and constructed as negative and violent forces that disturb the society which further marginalizes them. 
The third chapter deals with the actual experiences of marginalization of the urban youth of Salem and the strategies of responses that they have employed in achieving their citizenship rights. The urban poor youth are marginalized due to poverty, which is perpetuated by caste discriminations and adult and male dominations. This has affected the different dimension of their life such as education, employment, income, socialization, rest and recreation, choices of marriage and participation political and civil affairs.     
The young people present themselves as active agents who create new spaces and discover new strategies to challenge the forces of marginalization. The urban poor youth are motivated by a strong need for self respect, and respond strategically to the situation. Some of them strive to complete their education privately and learn vocational skills. Private study centres and vocational training centres are initiated by the youth and supported by DBAI. The youth organize regular evening study for children of their community and financially support poor children with the hope of creating a new generation. 
The prevention of free socialization of boys and girls, and the practice of arranged marriage is disliked by the youth has resulted in increased number of ‘love and arranged’ marriages. Rest and recreation are limited due to lack of time and space. The DBAI provides space and time through study centres, vocational training centres and youth festivals. 
Adult dominated and caste based politics and Police atrocities which affects their self worth has resulted in the active participation of young people in dalit political parties and movements and human rights organizations. The lack of legal documents has increased their exclusion, but over come with the election identity card and the membership cards of the dalit and human organizations.

Female youth are comparatively severely affected than their male youth. The DBAI has made effort to meet their needs through vocational training centres, which provides space and time for education and social participation. The experiences of marginalization, has triggered the need for self respect. The exercise of the youth agency is facilitated and fostered by DBAI, dalit political parties, and human rights organizations. A fragmented approach is observed as the participation of the government seems to be absent. A holistic way of accompanying the youth from marginalization to citizenship is needed which needs further research in this regard.
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