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Abstract
Child marriage has been an area of concern for several decades now. Despite the many health and social consequences the practice continues unabated. International and national organisations recognise the problems associated with married children and have designed and implemented policies and programmes to stop the practice and prevent more girls from getting married. Though well meant, many of these interventions focus on rescuing; meanwhile, millions of girls escape the rescue net everyday and get trapped into marriage, as they continue to suffer in silence.  This forms the focus of this study.  Based on data from Malindi district in Kenya, this paper examines the underlying structures that support this practice while highlighting the problems married girls from their needs point of view. By tracing the problem from the structural dimensions of society, the paper examines the adequacy of interventions as it seeks to demonstrate that married young girls are invisible in policy, thus creating a void in programmes addressing their needs. This paper argues for a need for policy to set agenda for interventions for young married girls.
Relevance to Development Studies
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1  INTRODUCTION AND PROBLEM ANALYSIS

In her address at a special session of the Global Health Council, Thoraya Obaid Executive Director of UNFPA noted that “Married adolescents have been largely ignored in the development and health agenda because of the perception that their married status ensures them a safe passage to adulthood” (UNFPA, 2004). Marriage of children commonly regarded as ‘early marriage’ or ‘child brides’, is a reality for many young girls today. Currently, it is estimated that 64 million girls aged 20-24 years, were married before they were age 18.  South Asia represented 46% of these while Sub-Saharan Africa accounted for about 39% (UNICEF, 2009). In Kyrgyzstan bride kidnapping or abduction, ‘ala kachuu’, is the most common form of forced marriage affecting 35-45% of women (Kleinbatch, et.al. 2005). Cases are also found in Britain, France and US, where about 10% of adolescents are married before age 18 (UNICEF, 2009).  
Despite widespread awareness on the negative effects, child marriage is also widely practiced in Kenya. The Kenya Demographic Health Survey (KDHS), 2003, shows that, 25% and 5% of girls in the country are married before age 18 and 15 respectively.  The prevalence rates vary between and within regions with higher chances of child marriage taking place in rural (29%) than in urban (18%) areas (Erulka and Ayuka, 2007, Gok, 2003) (table 1 appended).  In the Coast Province of Kenya where this study was conducted, about 34% and 10% of girls aged 15-24 were married before age 18 and 15 respectively (see table 2 appendix 1). Although child marriage affects mostly girls, it is not unusual to find married young boys as well.  In Kenya, the phenomenon affects more girls than boys at a girl:boy ratio of 21:1 (UN, 2000).  However, it is not easy to know the exact numbers of young married girls (YMG’s) because they are a hard to reach group (Diers, 2005) and most cases are undocumented.   

Concerns about child marriage have been stimulated by the notions of childhood and youth throughout history. Some of the early influential ideas were by G. Stanley Hall who described youth as a time of ‘Strum and drang’ (Storm and stress) that needed to be controlled at different stages of life (more in chapter 3) (Tyyska, 2005:5). Others like Thomas Hobbes believed that children (and people in general) were ‘born evil and needed to be controlled and disciplined’.  Contemporary ideas about childhood draw heavily from these and other historical notions. They view childhood as a social construct that differs from one culture to another and over time. These views will be explored and mainly the social constructionists’ view that looks at how categories like married children are constructed. Child rights advocates and organisations have also added their voices, focusing on children as having specific needs and rights while advocating for the longer term benefits of investing in children (Montgomery, 2003: 4; Oudenhoven and Wazir, 2006: 129).  Child marriage as a social construct, ruptures childhood and exposes YMG’s to early sexuality, pregnancy and childbearing, and has severe health and social consequences generally denying girls their rights. 
In an effort to help children achieve their rights, child advocates have called for international and national attention.  Marriage and childbearing ends childhood abruptly, thus most initiatives have focused on preventing child marriage mainly by rescuing, education and other reproductive health (RH) programmes. Interventions have thus overlooked the reality that many more girls still escape the rescue net and get trapped into marriage. They ignore the reality that individuals interact in the wider society, and it is these interactions that shape behaviour. Additionally, failure to recognise that these aspects are historically patterned and internalized through socialization processes, these efforts have not been without constraints.  They also fail to acknowledge that girls who marry remain girls and children, by the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) definition of below age 18, and that their unique situations require attention (Bruce, 2005; Erulka and Ayuka, 2007; De Boeck and Honwana, 2005; Giddens, 1979; Oudenhoven and Wazir, 2006). 

Assumptions about married women’s safety and happiness supports reformers belief in liberating women from ‘sexual repression, cultural deprivation and male domination’, by securely placing them at home (Ozment, 1983). These assumptions neglect YMG’s complex social contexts and realities, and have in essence guided interventions on child marriage effectively invisibilizing YMG’s in policies and programmes. Thus married girls have not been central subjects in adolescent policies (Bruce, 2005) which mainly target schools, and programmes for these teenagers leave out YMG’s.  The study focuses on these critical gaps in policy to deconstruct such assumptions that blur interventions from real situations. 

The objective of this study therefore was to examine the underlying social constructions that sustain child marriage practices with the aim of bringing out the specific needs of YMG’s based on the problems they face. The study aimed at deconstructing the assumptions that underlie policy and programme interventions, in terms of their in/adequacy in addressing YMG’s critical needs and what this portend for girls in marriage to enable them lead self fulfilled lives. 
In this paper I seek to demonstrate that interventions should move away from categorizing children as a homogeneous group with technical aspects as the physical age befitting a technical fix. A YMG is in a social position constrained by society’s unequal relations and the net effects of these social interactions impact on their lives. That marriage is a locus where power and sexual relations are practiced and enforced, calls for greater attention to marriage processes, the silent social conditions and the potential risks to young girls. I also acknowledge that YMG’s are not passive recipients of experience but are social actors and human beings capable of organising their own lives.  The interweaving of the structural factors in supporting YMG’s as presented in this study and the articulation of their resultant needs will unveil the muted knowledge about their social conditions. Such knowledge is required to bridge these gaps between the prescribed needs and what constitutes reality.

The Married Child: Missing in Policy and Practice
Child marriage popularly regarded as ‘early marriage’ seems an abstract term not necessarily referring to children. The word ‘early’ is relative and could represent attitudes and resistance in some practicing communities where marriage of young girls is based on physical maturation, like breast development or at menarche. These biological definitions of children do not consider the diverse social economic context of YMG’s.  Likewise, the term ‘child bride’, according to Nour (2006) glorifies the process, signifies a celebration while implying a happy bride, ready to start a loving relationship with her spouse.  Yet in many cases, these girls do not know their spouses before marriage nor are they informed of the marriage beforehand.  These terms have been used to define YMG’s needs and interventions yet they stifle the crucial realities and trivialise the central position of the child. I take this early stand that marriage should be based on social and emotional maturity and not pegged on physical or bodily changes.


For purposes of this study, I choose to use the term ‘young married girls’ to step out of the dominant debates about child marriage that informs current interventions.  In my view, and as will be used in this paper, child marriage focuses primarily on the processes involved and the symptomatic outcomes without necessarily enquiring into the underlying structures. Neither does it address the resultant effects on the affected girls. As Fraser and Gordon (1997:122 in Mulongo, 2006) puts it ‘key words usually carry unspoken assumptions and connotations that can powerfully influence the discourses they permeate – in part by constituting a body of doxa, or taken for granted common sense belief that escapes scrutiny’.     

In this paper I only discuss marriage of girl children although I am fully aware that about 4% of men aged 25-54 compared to 31% of women aged 20-29 were married by age 18 (Gok, 2003:93).  To understand this phenomenon, the study will look at the importance of the history of ideas, relationships and the social contexts, in which case the focus will be on young women who married as children ‘telling their story’. 
Study Context  
The study was based in Shella area, in the central zone of Malindi district of the Coast Province, southeast of Kenya (see map appended). Agriculture, tourism and fishing along the neighbouring Indian Ocean are the major economic activities in the district. Malindi population is about 399,941 people on total land acreage of 7,605 KM2 with a median age population of 17 years.  Giriama’s and Arabs are the main ethnic groups in the district, with a significant presence of Kamba and Kikuyu (upcountry communities).  In-migration accounts the few Asians, Italians, Germans, Britons and Americans while out-migration of the indigenous people is minimal. Giriama is a dominant Mijikenda sub-tribe. (Gok, 2007; Gok, 2008).

While agriculture is the main activity, 11.3% households are landless and mainly squatters on private land or unorganized settlements in Malindi town. There is also inadequate water supply and health care facilities, poor roads and proneness to disasters like drought, epidemics and famine. Poverty levels are high (62.7%) intensified by the decline in tourism sector that affected district income levels. Women form the bulk of subsistence agricultural labour, engaging growing and marketing of farm produce along with child rearing and domestic chores. Many women do not own land or property therefore cannot access credit.  HIV and AIDS is also a problem although the prevalence rate has declined from 17% in 2001 to 8% in 2007 currently with more women (11%) infected than men (6%)(see table 7 appendix 1) and child prostitution is startling (Gok, 2005; Gok, 2007: 65, Gok, 2008; Gok, 2009). 

A remarkable feature of interest for this study, is the median age at first marriage of 12 years for females, mean age at first birth of 15 years and fertility rate of 6 children per woman (Gok, 2008) (see table 9 annex 1), as indicated that many girls are married very young between age 7 and 14 (ANPPCAN, 2008) in the predominant polygynous community. Exact figures of marriage children are lacking (Gok, 2008) while children’s department captures rescue cases handled every year (see tables 10 and 11 appendix 1). This phenomenon could explain the low transition rates (18.3%) for girls from primary to secondary school despite the institution of free primary education (FPE) in 2003 (see table 3 & 4 appended) (Achoki, 2007; Gok, 2007).  Shella, where the study was conducted is within Malindi town, an urban area, however, the urban advantage of better education and job prospects, has not benefitted YMG’s. This is in spite of the legal clarity delineating between childhood and adulthood at age 18 (UNCRC, 1989) and assigns rights to children. Yet these universal laws expected to be applied in diverse socio-cultural contexts do not reflect the local realities. Malindi is also host to several state and non-state organisations preventing and promoting women’s and children’s rights. 

Organization of the Paper

The chapters that follow are structured in the following manner: chapter two explains the motivation, methodology and methods of data collection, reflexivity and ethical issues while collecting data.  Chapter three presents the theoretical and analytical framework used in this paper to critically examine and explain the problem under investigation. Chapter four provides analytical interpretations of the findings on the causative factors based on the voices of the YMG’s life experiences and problems they face. Chapter five analyses while critically pointing out the gaps in policy and programme interventions addressing YMG’s. Chapter six summarises the findings of the study while proposing alternative view to public policy interventions. 
2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND METHODOLOGY 

This chapter discusses the motivation for the study and expounds on the research 

questions in relation to the methodology and how the methodological framework 

attempts to answer the questions. Later I analyse the methods used for data collection and 

the ethical issues and backward reflections in the course of data collection and analysis.

Study Motivation

This study was inspired by my desire to understand the lives of YMG’s, born out of my previous work with women in the Ministry of gender, children and social development.  The Malindi district gender committee singled out girls’ education and elimination of child marriage during the Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW) dissemination fora. This was not high priority for the women’s programme although the team insisted, meanwhile the voices and experiences of YMG’s remained largely unheard. 
The study was further stimulated by the realization that most interventions on child marriage focused on the child without addressing their supporting social environment.  Like sexuality, as Foucault (1978) observed, interventions on child marriage have been associated with ‘medical practice, rescuing by law and left to public opinion’ alongside education that has been promoted as a human rights issue. What about those who escape rescuing?  This realisation prompted me to look beyond rescue. At programme level, I examined the effectiveness of both state and non-state interventions but they mostly involved reported cases.  YMG’s were missing in policy and practice raising my quest for more knowledge. Major attention was paid on providing basic rights like education, health services, et.c., nevertheless these needed to be context specific. Such interventions are reactive to the extent that they are ‘uncoordinated and focused only on tackling the symptoms’ (Okwany) without necessarily addressing the underlying constructions (2006:65). Interventionists thus failed to see the predicament of those who missed on the rescue processes. Undertaking this research was a way of emphasizing the need to unravel the underlying structural factors in the context of marriage of children stressing on Ul Haq’s notion of enlarging the girls’ choices with the aim of providing them with the opportunity for a full life (1995). 

Research Questions

Given this background I was prepared to meet these stated concerns one key assumption that societies are structured in a way that determines peoples’ behaviour to act within certain terms.  These terms are largely responsible for the young girls’ behaviour and they guide interventions as well. Thus I formulated four questions as follows: 
· Why does child marriage persist in the Giriama community of Kenya?  
· What are the specific problems facing married girls? 
· Do married girls have specific needs require specific policy and programme 
· What policies and programmes are in place (or lack thereof) to address these needs and rights? 
To answer my questions I used both primary and secondary data sources and to test and modify my understanding of the problem of child marriage I triangulated data by using multiple sources of information, different methods of enquiry and different informants.
Primary Data

Selection of Malindi district was purposive as explained in the preceding section and I used purposive sampling strategy to select my respondents. My aim was to gather as much information on the subject of child marriage, as Cronin says, by hearing from various representatives of my target population (2002:170). Individual respondents and organisations in the district were identified by the district gender and social development officer (DSDO) and the social worker whom I had worked with in the mentioned project. To get the reality from their own perspective, I collected primary data from individual women survivors of child marriage, married before age 18 and I interviewed seven women aged between 15 and 30 at the time of the study. 

To get variations in perspectives, I conducted three focus group discussions FGD’s: one women group, one with school children and their teachers and the last though unanticipated, with the community. These also provided the differences in inter-generational perceptions about the practice. For an alternative standpoint, I targeted individual interviews with 4-5 men either elders or community leaders, who could be married to a child and/or had given their young daughter/s for marriage but they instead invited their women and children that constituted the community FGD. The FGD participants consisted of women, school children and their teachers, men, women and children. 
For policy and programme perspectives, I interviewed project staff in Malindi and Nairobi including The experts interviewed included government officials and NGO staff in Malindi and Nairobi ranging from the Ministry of health (gender section of RH division), medical superintendent, Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT) counsellor, psychiatric nurse, children’s desk, youth friendly services), gender desk Ministry of education (MOE), Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Services (MGCSD), CRADLE, Centre for Rights Education and Awareness (CREAW), African Network for the Prevention and Protection against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) and National Commission on Gender and Development (NCGD).  Their input was aimed at broadening the study focus as their views were anticipated to provide a glimpse of the current interventions.  I applied snowball sampling technique to identify some organisations referred or advised me to seek further information from another organisation handling child marriage issues of my concern. However, this generated a large sample.  

In total I interviewed 7 women survivors and 11 key informant interviews (both in Malindi and Nairobi) and conducted 3 FGD’s.  

Secondary Data

I reviewed literature on cultural and social journals and used national and international surveys on early marriage as background information and for literature review to establish a case for the study.  I examined policies and programme documents at district and national levels to find out their adequacy in addressing YMG issues. These, I related to international commitments as contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), UN Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). I also consulted internet and other literature related with YMG’s. 
Data Collection 

Individual Interviews

I utilized in-depth individual interviews for women survivors using the feminist standpoint methodologies. This form of inquiry, is founded on the principle that it is the subjects who posses knowledge about their situation and so they should be the starting point in research.  The method opened spaces of connection that enabled young girls and women to ‘tell their stories’, talking out of their lived experiences. This is in consistent with Punch’s (2002:322) argument that views children as subjects with varying competencies and lived experiences and not passive objects. I preferred this method as it aimed at minimising power differences between researcher and respondents (Harding and Nordberg, 2005).

I used an unstructured interview guide, a tool that allowed me to join in the conversation by discussing what my respondents thought of the topic themselves.  The method was useful because of the extensive data required on their past life experiences that was sensitive and complicated too depending on the differential experiences of the respondents. This method was quite flexible in that the topic had varying salience to the same sampled individuals that allowed me as a researcher to take my own path within certain guidelines. For this I had a list of questions which I wanted my respondents to talk about. (Fielding and Thomas, 2001:125,126).  My approach was not to be judgemental or make the women get to say things ‘out of them’ but to have a connection between us and to have an honest conversation. 

Focus Group Discussions 
To capture the varied perceptions of the community, I triangulated my data with FGD’s which I conducted using interview schedules with a list of questions that I needed responses to.  To explore the shared views, concerns and experiences of the respondents on the specific subject, I conducted a women group FGD comprising of representatives of the Society of Women with AIDS in Kenya (SWAK—Malindi branch).  A major consideration was that some members may have been survivors of child marriage.  Given the sensitive nature of the topic, group interaction enable me gather data and insights that would otherwise be less accessible. Such interaction at the preliminary stages of the study provided useful insights on the whole topic, helped me test the discussion topics and rephrase my questions to match the relevant words and terminologies used by the local community in explaining the problem. The other FGD’s were conducted at the final stages of the study as they were helpful for gaining feedback on research findings obtained through the other methods used (Cronin, 2002:165-168, Fielding and Thomas, 2001:125-126).  

At Karima Primary school, I conducted another FGD with boys and girls, in acknowledgement that, children as household and community members, have their own views and attitudes and are not merely passive members. In recognition that children are social actors in their own right rather than inadequately socialised future adults (De Boeck and Howana, 2005), they were best informed about their lives and the issues that are meaningful to them. They had their own judgements and opinions, which may not always match those of adults, but could have the same moral legitimacy (Fine and Sandstrom, 1988; James and Prout, 1997).  They relayed their valued perceptions of education, their home and school experiences, and what they saw as most in/appropriate in view that they also faced the same risks.  
Initially I had planned an investigation of male power grounded on patriarchal systems to validate the claims. Based on the assumption, that a parent, husband or community leader, had a lot of power and decision-making is rested upon them.  These discussions were rendered impossible because the individuals were hard to reach. Many feared exposure to the authorities and those who finally agreed, invited women and teenage mothers, as they claimed, was a clear evidence of the girl child problem in the area and insisted on having a group discussion.  A male member at some point denied that they were forcing girls to marry and went ahead to blame the teenagers. It turned out to be a community FGD as an attempt to hide from the issue that brought many other unrelated issues to the topic of discussion. 

  The reason stated was that marriage issues concern both men and women, but during discussions, male dominance and deliberate deviations from the topic indicated an effort to cover up their perceptions about YMG’s. It turned out to be a demonstration of male disproportionate hold of the most significant positions of social and cognitive authority that Addelson (1983) argues, may disproportionately reflect men’s experiences and perspectives. The delay in convening interviews also indicated that they were unwilling to give their stand point on the issue. A phenomenon which feminists associate with particular vulnerabilities of the subordinates arising from their reliance on expert knowledge for credibility in oppressive social arrangements” (Code 1991; Sherwin 1992).
Key Informant Interviews

Key informant interviews for experts provided insights on the social context, elaborated their specific programme focus and the un/availability of programmes targeting YMG’s. They also explained challenges in improving the situation of YMG’s.  I tape recorded the interviews. 

These methods generated data that I analysed. I used the recorded information and the field notes I took. I transcribed and categorized into themes and did a narrative analysis of the themes. 

Reflexivity: Ethical Issues and Researcher’s Dilemmas
I conducted the study in line with the all the ethical issues including confidentiality, respondents’ informed consent while ensuring justice and positive contribution to knowledge. As a researcher coming from one of the districts within the Province and a staff of the gender and social services department and having worked with some gender committee members in the earlier mentioned programme, some respondents especially the women FGD accepted me as an insider and talked openly. Some thought I had come to start a project after being with them in the related project earlier on and I had to distinguish between my roles as a researcher and a programmer. 
As an official of the government I was aware of my position and power differentials because of the respondents continuously assumption that I would use my privileged position to report their cases to the authorities. As such I had to keep reminding them that I was on a different assignment. I was faced with some needy situations and I had to grapple with the urge to intervene by giving some little tokens.


Having to deal with sexuality to be very sensitive and even though I assured the YMG’s of their protection, some were still very shy and they would not want their photos taken.  Some would not speak in the presence of my male research assistant and the answers were, as Grenz (2005:2014) says, ‘I don’t know’, ‘Nothing’ and some lied about their age of marriage.   
With the men’s discussion I was aware that I was engaging with a highly conscious group and I had to learn not to be judgemental or to make them say what I had always believed or to embarrass them. I had to listen to their narrations but listening to them also gave the idea that they were not to blame for the YMG’s in the society.  And deviating from the topic was a way of dealing with much bigger problems that predisposes the YMG’s to the situation. In a way this brought out issues of inequality in society that the state should be addressing. Indeed I still live with the dilemma of being accused of just doing research for the sake of it and concerns as to whether people were being treated as research objects and using people as miners of information without any tangible benefits.         

3 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In this section I discuss the theoretical and conceptual models for understanding relationships in the context of child marriage. The first section conceptualises structure and explore its significance to social relations of gender, based on Connell’s understanding of structure “as a fundamental practice, not immediately present in social life but underlies the surface complexity of interactions and institutions”, and this helps me to move away from the descriptive notions of structure. Using Berner’s (1998) analysis of social structure and human agency, I explore the significant relationship of the individual to the wider society while expounding on Connell’s three components of social structure in his theory of gender and power. 
The second part incorporates the tensions and contradictions in child marriage processes and how they interact to “define a strongly patterned sphere of social life that changes between generations”.  I will follow Giddens argument that “marriage and initiation, are informed by structures of signification, domination and legitimation that enable and arise from social interaction” (1976: 122). I will also discuss the combination of these structures and how they are produced through interaction and their implications in the local processes over time. To analyse this, I conceptualize wifehood/womanhood and also childhood using Ansell’s and De Boeck and Honwana’s analysis and the perceptions in the locality. I conclude this chapter by critically examining how policy and programme interventions are designed using an analytical framework.

Conceptualizing Structure

Structure is conceptualized differently by different scholars.  Franco Crespi (1992) sees structure as durable and essentially predictable patterns of human behaviour while Connell sees more than just a pattern but a form of constraint, with a complex interplay of powers and social institutions that limits individual freedoms and determines the outcome (Connell, 1987: 92). To this Berner (1998) adds rules that sanction behaviour and institutions that exercise power over these individuals.  Along with these there also ‘some silent and invisible’ conditions that Crespi says, they shape, guide every step an individual takes’ (1992).  This forms the basis which seeks to understand how the social and cultural norms and practices are designed to influence individual young girls’ behaviour and to bring out these underlying social conditions.  


Giddens, (1979) sees these patterns as created and reinforced by human action over space and time, but Berner (1998) says they are not repeated in exactly the same way.  As such, Luhmann sees possibilities that enable individuals to act by choosing from the unlimited number of possibilities to reduce the complexity of their environment (1982).  In essence he argues that humans can intentionally act out of their agency which Kabeer refers to as ‘power to’ (2003).  The interplay between the structures and actors in all levels of society is what constitutes social reality, that is the girl’s life is greatly affected by what happens in their immediate environment. However, YMG’s are not just passive recipients of experience but they are also capable and deserving of societal support. It is this analysis that will be used to investigate the social environment that influences the young girls’ marriage and investigate their resilience and/or resistance to the prescribed social systems. 

Theory of Gender and Power

Developed by Robert W. Connell in 1987, the theory of gender and power utilizes the concept of structure to explain the intertwining social complexities and historical dynamics of gender. He premised his theory on three components: sexual division of labour, power and cathexis (Wingwood and DiClemente, 2000). The theory helps in understanding the social context in which these structures interplay to influence an individual and how their needs are perceived, interpreted and translated into policies. 

Sexual Division of Labour




This is the basis on which marriage, family and kinships are organised and particular types of work allocated to men and women, boys and girls thus categorising society. Gender and age ranks constitute the major forms but it differs between and within societies over time, thus creating differences that are not natural, essential or biological. Roles are therefore learnt, enacted and organised and with strong cultural support it becomes a powerful system of social constraint i.e. unemployed men refuse to take up housework. Men are seen to possess better skills and therefore get a competitive advantage over women where men are assigned breadwinner, and women childcarer roles, thus regularising patterns of inequality. (Lorber, 1995; Crowley and Himmelweit, 1992; 292; West and Zimmerman, 1987). In families with children, childbearing is itself work and children themselves work. However, YMG’s are assigned women’s roles, not because they are children, but as women thus overburdening them. 


Such structural organisation stratifies society with mostly women and children occupying the disadvantaged positions, evident in differential property ownership and access resulting to differentiation and sometimes exploitation (Walter, 1994: 292). This explains why some poor parents marry off their young daughters to ease families of the poverty burden. The wealthier men also tend to marry younger wives in polygynous societies. To address these inequalities interventions like equal opportunity employment, poverty alleviation, education of girls, equal pay, affirmative action and training for low skilled jobs have been initiated.  Challenges remain where women have low education and poor skills. There are also men whose choice and performance of roles is constrained by low education and poor skills, economic situation and location and are therefore disadvantaged. In some patriarchal arrangements, a sexual division of labour places limits on the patriarchs’ ability to exercise power since women (elderly) may monopolize certain kinds of skill and knowledge (Amadiume, 1987). As women grow older they also assume powerful positions over other women, men and children. Given the cross-cultural variations of role differentiation, and by giving women and children opportunity, these social constructs can be challenged. 
Sexual Division of Power 
This structure is derived from the structural “advantages of one group or individual over another” and can influence or control others. Eagly (1987) associates women's lower power with the different social roles assigned to men and women as discussed above. Relations of power constrain social practice and create differences between husbands and wives, men and women, adults and children, older and younger people.  Indeed power relations in YMG’s, does not imply that individuals other than married couples are insignificant. Like Andersen (2005) puts it, I explore “what women do to women, what women do to men, and what women do to boys and girls”.  In the family there are power influences in decision-making; fierce emotional pressures especially on children, husbands hold of the initiative in defining sexual practice and husband’s protection of their wives’.  Parents hold legitimate power over their children thus constraining children’s ability to decide over their own lives i.e. in child marriage. 
The state is also seen as an instrument of domination which Foucault (1978) and Weeks (1977) see the state as “the dispersed apparatus of social control working through dominant discourses as much as through force”.  Some sectors especially the top personnel (policy makers) and law enforcement being male dominated, setting legal age of marriage and population control. Some individual acts of force or oppression have social relations or are legitimised by these structures of power, a factor that explains the main intervention strategy in child marriage, rescuing of girls by use of police and chiefs as will be elaborated in later chapters.  
Men are generally viewed to have more power than women and children do, because they generally are more likely to possess advantages. However, there are men whose power to make decisions is suffocated by age or low education. Some women command excessive power over other men, women and children and some subordinates may resist this power and form their own identity (Amadiume, 1987; Berner, 1998) which Kabeer says is power ‘to’ (2003).  Thus “the need to replace the notion of unified, coherent and centralized social power with something like Foucault’s (1980) concept of power as dispersed constellations of unequal relationships, discursively constituted in social fields of force”. There is need to consider other forces like language that at once sets boundaries, by imparting a necessity of marriage, gaining of value and status in children early in life. But language also contains the possibility for negation, resistance, interpretation, the play for metamorphic invention and imagination. It is possible for the local pattern to depart from the global pattern (Foucault, 1980; Scott, 1988).
Structure of Cathexis

In structure of cathexis
, Connell elaborates the way people create and conduct emotional relationships between each other, thus sexuality is socially constructed Foucault (1978) and Weeks (1977) added that, sexuality exists within the social practices and these relationships and it thus entails a process by which ‘sexual thoughts, behaviours and conditions like virginity, are interpreted and ascribed cultural meaning’. This is a form of constraint stressing virginity at marriage, encouraging child marriage through cradle snatching, certainly “linking sexuality with cultural concepts of masculinity and femininity” thus generating gender-based power. Sexuality is therefore enacted or conducted not expressed (Blanc, 2001:190; Ortner and Whitehead, 1981; Vance, 1984).  Connell delineates two types of social sexual relationships,  based on, first, a person’s emotional attachment to another emphasizing sexual difference, second, on reciprocal heterosexual couple solidarity. Goldman, (1972) and Dixon-Mueller (1993) see other structures i.e. power disparities in these heterosexual relationships based on age, class, patronage, physical strength and access to material resources governing sexual relationships.  Members participate in these relationships for different reasons and poverty pushes many young girls into marrying older and wealthy man, thus, members are not just different they are unequal. It is this last conceptualisation that will form the focus of this study.

This unequal exchange and the differential processes of sexualising heterosexual women (as objects) and heterosexual men assume a partner can be chosen. In child marriage many parents and sometimes older relatives prefer to choose partners for their children although in some cases for exploitation. Also the imbalance exuded in the nearly universal sexual ‘double standards’, “permitting men greater sexual freedom and rights of sexual self-determination than women” (Mason, 1994; Riley; 1997), have nothing to do with men’s greater desire but everything to do with greater power (Goldman, 1972; Connell, 1987).  This largely constrains YMG’s power to question their husbands while for women an extramarital relationship is punishable. Foucault adds to this thinking and he sees sexuality as a “historical construct strategically based on knowledge and power and produced through interactions of many discursive and institutional practices” (1978: 104, 105). Institutionalisation of such practices constitutes power differences between men and women. 

In the same thinking, Foucault outlines two kinds of deployment of sexual relations in the 20th century; deployment of sexuality and deployment of alliance. Through deployment of sexuality, Friday, 1979, says when girls develop a desire for men, it is more security than sexuality that they want, often interpreted that “girls want affection while boys want sex”. Thus girls’ sexuality becomes a threat. Girls’ ‘dangerous sexuality’ is suppressed by stressing abstinence and virginity before marriage or tamed through heterosexual marriage just before, at or soon after menarche. Interventions emphasizes on young people’s biological and social development and thus the role of social institutions in correcting behaviour change (Tyyska, 2005) i.e. education, abstinence campaigns, and provision of RH information and services and setting minimum age of marriage. The study will examine the relevance and adequacy of these interventions in supporting married girls. 
Sexual practice organised in heterosexual couple relationships are seen as the basic structures of attachment and emphasized by many cultural societies. Foucault’s deployment of alliance looks at these patterns whereby the system of marriage, fixation and development of kinship ties and transmission of property are the main ideas behind these alliances (1978).  However, these alliances exist with complex tensions and contradictions. In child marriages, the promise of love exists with private hostility expressed in sexual and domestic labour and sometimes physical and sexual abuse, reflecting structures with power inequalities with YMG’s entangled in a ‘the labour of love’.  And as Lorber (1995) says, ‘rebellion and resistance have altered gender norms, but so far they have not eroded the status’.  These complexities will be examined to see their effects on married young girls.

This theory provides a background argument about social interactions and how they shape individuals, the specific cultural practices of the Giriama people are not fully explained. The generalised approach of the theory “employs a single standard to embody a universal experience that does not recognise the specificities of people’s lives and cultures” (Giroux, 1991:38 in Zarina, 1995). Social interactions are context specific and the outcomes of these social interactions on the different age groups and social classes i.e. the poor are also not captured.  The theory does not consider that children are also affected by these interactions with very critical outcomes.  That childhood is defined by the circumstances surrounding them, constructing a different form of childhood. I nonetheless employ the theory to examine and understand the social interactions between the individual and society and the underlying complexities of these interactions. As Crespi puts it, the analysis will also bring out ‘some silent and invisible conditioning, that shapes, guides and prompts every step the individual takes allegedly on his/her own initiative and free choice’ (1992). It will also inquire into how institutions as structures of power, determine the kind of interventions in addressing married children’s problems. 
Womanhood/Wifehood
 

The way roles and responsibilities are assigned between men and women is what constitutes gender (Lorber, 1995) and it is this process that creates social differences what constitutes social structure. Individuals learn, see, act and react in expected ways. Butler (1990) concurs that “to be a given gender follows discursive route which, to be a good mother, to be a heterosexually desirable object, to be a fit worker, et.c”. This is gendered socialisation and it is problematic for young girls. Marriage is one of these routes that presumes safety zone(Ozment, 1983) for women and YMG’s but marriage it is also an institution that fixes labour, power and sexual relationships, a locus where power and sexual relations are being practiced and enforced. Ortner and Whitehead see marriage as the most common cross-sex bond and most critical to a man’s social standing that creates the highest status available in the society (1981). In some societies marriage institution gives women value and status. Collier (1977) and Rosaldo (1974) in Ortner and Whitehead, 1981 argue, men need wives for domestic and sexual services for their “independence” and “equality” with other men’.  While many YMG’s marry on the ‘promise of love’ or to get away from poverty, women and men enter marriage with varying perceptions. Marriage becomes a ‘labour of love’ for YMG’s. Resistance and rebellion have altered these gender norms, but so far they have rarely eroded the status (Lorber, 1995).


The exchange of women in marriage transactions are ‘tied into’ economic and political arrangements, and these according to Rubin (1975), have social and psychological implications: that ‘men have certain rights in their female kin and that  women do not have the same rights to themselves and to their male kin. These rights over women generate inequalities and services become expectations and many times laborious activities for YMG’s. Traditionally, production for use and exchange was domestic-based, the wife was the productive asset, or in hospitality events portraying the husband as a big generous man. Wives bore children (productive assets and man’s lineage continuity). But with the appearance of large scale non-gendered sectors of the society, domestic production receded in importance. Marriage took on new meanings and functions: preserving or enhancing the purity of the group (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981). Some communities still pay brideprice that legitimates marriage and sometimes as payment for the woman’s labour.

Womanhood is largely defined as wifehood whose greatest value is her sexuality and economic usefulness. (Ibid; 22).  Wives are normally sexual partners, while mothers and sisters are not, an emphasis on wives gives more ideological prominence to the sexual aspects of women in general. Where mother-son bond is of central importance, mother dominates the category of female such that wives are seen as (and used) largely as mothers. But compared to mothers they are felt to be defective in various ways; such a view has implications for the meaning and quality of sexual relationship between husband and wife, as well as for many other aspects of male-female relations in these cultures as seen in the findings of this study. Wives, whose major component is sexuality, are more easily seen as different kind of ‘natural’ beings from men, whereas kins-women are more easily seen simply as different social actors. This has repercussions on the image of women in such cultures, women are generally viewed and treated with less respect than in those cultures where women are viewed as kin (Ibid; 23).  These views will be discussed further in the findings section.

Childhood

Childhood has often been defined in empirical terms although the duration of childhood may differ from one person to another.  The process of transition from end of childhood and beginning of adulthood varies across time and space.  Children also belong to different categories namely; gender, class, ethnicity, political positions and age. The interplay within these categories interact to define childhood thus childhood is contextual. Children therefore, do not denote a “fixed group or demographic cohort” and can no longer be defined biologically or chronologically.  Stanley Hall in 1904 described the path to adulthood as a stormy one that needed to be “controlled at different stages of development in order to achieve a well developed adult identity”. He defined youth as a period of “storm and stress” together with Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson and Jean Piaget who shared this idea. Children are also perceived through opposition to adulthood and as ‘people in the process of ‘becoming’ rather than ‘being’ (Aguillar, 1997; De Boeck and Honwana, 2005; Tyyska, 2005:5). Children are both ‘beings’ and ‘becomings’ but this study put more emphasis on their ‘being’. 

It is on the basis of these notions that the global model of childhood defining a child as one below 18 years has gained popularity (Ansell, 2005: 9, 23).  Another notion sees children as pre-social and passive recipients of experience portraying children as innocent, vulnerable and in need of adult protection (De Boeck and Honwana, 2005).  It also assumes that children are dependent, immature and incapable of assuming responsibility properly confined to the protection of the home and school (Thomas, 2000). Ansell argues that such notions “have shaped policies and practices not only in the west but in the former colonies of the west, in the international arena and in development interventions” (2005; 10).  

This is in total disregard, as De Boeck and Honwana, (2005) say, of children’s “contribution to structure, norms, rituals and directions of society while they are also being shaped by them”. She recognizes that they are also pushed, pulled and coerced into various actions by encompassing structures and processes over which they have little or no control: kin, family, community, education, media, technology, the state, war religion, tradition and the weight of the past, and the rules of the global market. These structural interactions I equate with what Urie Bronfenbrenner says in his Ecological Systems theory that, influences a child’s development. In this theory he explains how the various aspects in the child’s environment influence child development.  However in these structural process, children are frequently broken, put at risk and destroyed (De Boeck and Honwana, 2005) which this paper focuses on while critically analyzing this theory in regards to married children. See the Social Ecological Model of Care in appendix 2.
The Analytical Framework

Fig 2 presents the analytical framework that describes the interactions between the individual and wider society and the resultant situation of the married girl.  It looks at the interventions at different levels. The analysis in this study identifies the social context as the locus of social interactions of labour, power and sexuality that affects the girl child because of her social position. These factors are embedded in the cultural norms and practices, social norms and economic factors like poverty.  They expose her to marriage at a very young age.  While in such a marriage, a young girl suffers health and social consequences that require specific interventions.
Policy makers and programmers address the problem from her social position of the child by trying to prevent girls from getting into the social position where they become vulnerable, while the specific needs of married children are by-passed.  This tends to overlook the social context and the underlying interactions that cause these girls to be in such a position.  As such for those who escape the rescue net, the link is broken and they remain invisible children in the society and to interventionists. The social relations are again replayed by some interventionists who, through individual actions legitimise what society has institutionalised. By being lenient to offenders the situation is perpetuated While some children cope with the situation many are resisting, divorcing and running away to prostitution, remarriage or parents home, starting another cycle of problems that many interventionists are currently focusing on, child prostitution. These are only symptoms while the underlying factors are not addressed.  
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Figure 1: Analytical Framework
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4 UNMUTING THE VOICES OF YOUNG MARRIED GIRLS
This chapter provides an analytical narrative of the social context of the married child to facilitate interpretation of the study findings.  Having laid down the relationship between the social context and the policy and programme setting, I develop a characterization of child marriage which draws on life experiences of key respondents (young girls and women), discussions with focus groups, interviews with programmers and responses to un-structured questions. This chapter highlights the supportive causative factors that sustain marriage of children, some existing in-between factors and factors of breaking away that distort the structured order in the home and the larger community. Problems faced by married girls, their impact and the key policy challenges that have contributed to their experiences will also be explored. This will be supported by verbatim expressions to bring to the fore the muted voices which may not be accessible through the expert and professional discourses while engaging with literature.

Characterisation of Child Marriage 
Marriage is a valued aspect of women’s lives among the Giriama’s, but marriage of children has severe social and health consequences (Bruce 2005; Nour, 2006).  Various studies have shown the impact of marriage on childhood (Bruce, 2005; Bruce; 2008; Erulka and Ayuka, 2007; UNICEF, 2007; UNFPA, 2007). Attempts to stop child marriage have been since 1948 when Article 16 (1) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) declared that a person must be of ‘full age’ and that marriage should be entered into ‘freely’ and with ‘full consent’. In spite of the negative effects of child marriage, many factors, characterized by unequal gendered relations, interweave to create an environment that makes girls vulnerable. Where labour is organised on the basis of marriage, family and kinship, specific roles are assigned to men and women, structuring and organising such societies into regular patterns which are repeated over time and internalised by society (Berner, 1998; Connell, 1987). 

According to the social workers and children officers, Giriama community is mainly polygamous.  Parents hold legitimate power over their children, parents and other adults choose life sexual partners for the young girls as Connell (1987) says, this demonstrates adult power in these generational relations. As argued by Nour, (2006) most girls (and sometimes their mothers) do not know the spouses before marriage or when there are plans to get them married.  Male community members exert power over their wives and children to the extent that it creates fear that structures society with men on the top of the hierarchy. This was acknowledged by the pupils and women FGD discussions;

Marriage negotiations and payments are made by men and relatives while the women and the children are not involved or even consulted (women FGD).  
Men are very powerful and women fear to challenge such decisions once they are made. Sometimes mothers are not even aware that brideprice has already been paid for their daughters and even if they were against their children’s marriage, they have no say over what men decide to do and when they decide to marry off their children.  The children and their mothers are not consulted in such decisions.  Once brideprice is paid it is impractical for the girl not to get married (pupils and women FGD).
Female parents fear to fight with their men, we fear our men so women cannot challenge even when they don’t like it (Women FGD).
However, interviews with individuals revealed that mothers-in-law have excessive power in the family when mother-son bond is of central importance (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981);

My husband loved me but my mother-in-law never wanted to see me. Her son had to listen to her because she always threatened him. She made all the decisions at home and my husband gave her all the money. My father in-law was not a problem (Amina).

 As Amadiume observed, women too gain power and control decisions over husbands, younger wives and children even in the community, as they grow older. Older wives, popularly known as ‘mama’ dominate the younger wives in the homestead and leadership is organised by seniority not age, in what Amadiume regards as ‘patrilineage women’ (1987). 
A husband seeks their support of the older wife/ves if he wishes to take another wife.  Older wife can also advice their husbands to take additional wife/ves to help with sexual and domestic duties (social worker).  She chooses a suitable girl for her husband’s needs and one she can easily control. 
A young inexperienced, industrious girl is often the choice of the older wives as they are easily controlled and manipulated; decisions are controlled including determining when and how to have sex with the husband (social worker). Andersen  recognises that in any feminist analysis, ‘we need to be conscious to identify power where it has previously been absent, we need to explore what women do to  women, women do to men, and what women do to boys and girls’. Most men prefer marrying younger girls ‘because young girls are better’ but as Erulkar and Ayuka says, “the age differences between spouses have important implications for the division of labour and decision-making in the household’ (2005, 2007).  Power over the girl changes hands from the natal home to the marital home. Residence after marriage is virilocal
. The younger wife is married for her ‘sexuality and economic usefulness’ (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981), she is also expected to be strong and hard working. Role distribution, rules and sanctions in the family as Berner (1998) says, are administered the older women/wives. Such marriages constrain children’s choices and limit their participation in development, undermine their self esteem, make them more vulnerable, making marriage an institution in itself (Ibid). 
Payments
 and return of brideprice signifies a form of exchange for girls’ sexual, reproductive and domestic labour. Brideprice legitimates marriage giving the man legal rights (Giddens, 1976: 122) over children born to the woman. Payment are tokens in form of ‘uchi’ (money) and ‘kajama,’ (liquor) sometimes quantified in monetary, property or rarely used for settling debts. As Rubin claims, marriage payments have social and psychological implications and give men certain rights over their female kin (1975) creating inequalities. The wife-taking family gains exclusive rights and power over the YMG as her labour services have been paid for. The payment is a form of gratitude by the wife-taking family and a commitment on the part of the girl, at the same time a form of bondage for the girl who may not live the marriage at will.  Like rewards, sanctions accompany marriage. To complete a divorce, the wife and her family must return brideprice so the husband no longer has claim to the children she would subsequently have, sometimes forcing girls to remarry to raise and pay back. 
A Perspective on the Normative Context of Married Child
Data collected for this study shows that more girls than boys are married in this community.   After characterising marriage practices in the context of the Giriama community, this section explains some of the key reasons given that support the marriage of children. One of the key factors identified was the observance of cultural practices as stated by social workers: 
This is a traditional practice of the Giriama people

Marriage is a common phenomenon, signifying maturity, distinguishing between child and adult roles and critical to men’s social standing and value (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981).  While men benefit from marriage, women gain value only if they can be married ( social workers). This emphasizes the differential inequalilities between members of heterosexual relationships (Connell, 1987) and what Lorber portrays, ‘what men do is more valued than what women do, even if it is the same’ (1995: 33). Negative labelling of unmarried girls, non-acceptance of premarital pregnancy and childbearing girls are married, conversely, some silenced conditionings like marriage for men’s honour, family respect (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981), or to give women value push for marriage.  These can act as constraints for those whom culture is being practiced, the women. While this seems acceptable norm among the older generation, the individual respondents and the pupils FGD had differing views, hardly acknowledging cultural reasons. Rather they see economic reasons and parental control over them, as they associated themselves with the situation in what seems to be marriages of convenience.      
Language use as a way of socialising, teaching and enforcing gender norms seems to be acceptable and validated by both men and women;  

A ‘woman’ must get married and her own dwelling 

Who can marry a lazy ‘woman’ like you?

Discussions with social workers and children officers revealed that, young girls are nurtured into becoming ‘women’, ‘wives’ and ‘mothers’ in socialisation processes stress sexual restraint and preparation for their future roles as such (Amadiume, 1987).  Words and phrases used encourage young girls to think about womanhood and wifehood roles as soon as they acquire language. In spite of the richness of the Swahili language, words like ‘mwanamke’ meaning a ‘woman’ includes a girl child instead of ‘mtoto’ or ‘msichana’ (child or girl), denoting that any girl is old enough to be a woman and with marriage age is a non-factor.  Such language is internalized to the extent that it blurs rationality of both the subordinated and the dominant groups in what Crespi, (1992) refers to the ‘silent and invisible conditionings that shape, guide and prompt every step an individual takes’. Girls do not see themselves as children but as women ready for marriage, while long term investments like education are not valued, leading to late school enrolment, consistent poor performance, repetition of classes, high drop out rates and ultimately marriage.

An important virtue of marriage is good character, as the women FGD said, is measured by a young girl’s industriousness and inculcated in girls at their natal homes, as Amadiume (1987) says, but would pay dividends in their husband’s house. Discussions with the social workers and the women FGD revealed that parents especially mothers teach and encourage girls to be hard working and obedient thus affirming their female roles from a very young age.  Like gender norms, this character is seen, learnt acted and reacted since childhood (Lorber, 1995:32) and ‘yet like culture it is a human production that depends on everyone doing gender’ (West and Zimmerman, 1987). To prove good wives, new YMG’s demonstrate their good character by cooking for the family (includes extended family);


I used to cook for 27 people everyday.  My father-in-law had four wives (Nazi).
Such gendered socialising is problematic for girls pushing them into marriage. However, with education and awareness, some girls resist and break away from these gendered norms to pursue education.  The women FGD narrated the story of one school principal and other girls who defied marriage despite this socialisation. 
Perceptions about girls’ sexuality have considerable significance for the community, as the social workers narrated. At puberty, girls are initiated into womanhood by their grandmothers or elderly women locally referred to as ‘makungwi’.  Sex education is transmitted to girls as training on personal and sexual hygiene and mainly male sexual arousal, in this case a husband, thus defining and emphasizing their female sexual roles and marriage. Such societies view treat women with little respect (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981). At puberty parents, especially mothers are ambivalent, while they are happy their girls are growing and soon to get married, they are also suspicious that they could be sexually active
 (Amadiume, 1987). Parents’ fear of the threat posed by girls’ sexuality exerts pressure on the girls to get married quickly as a way of controlling their sexuality.  Thus pupils equated sex with marriage as a reflection of the societal perceptions, said; 

Those sexually active are permitted to marry so they can continue with their sexual acts without their parents’ fears.

Parents especially mothers were blamed for constantly nagging and overworking their daughters causing disaffection between mother and daughter. Girls feel their mothers are too harsh on them, pushing them to their ‘bomas’ (marital homes). Initiation and overwork makes girls desire to break away from their natal homes (Ibid), and to gain independence from parental control.

During discussions with the community FGD, men absolved themselves of the responsibility of taking care of children while blaming girls for getting themselves pregnant;

I have many children I leave in the morning to go to work while they go to school. I can’t tell who remained or left school and in the evening I am tired and I have many other things to do, I cannot check all their books. 
We don’t force them to get married. It is their own choice.
The Burden of Poverty 
Information collected indicates that the high poverty levels (62.7%), the large polygynous families and poor performing economy influenced by the structural adjustment programmes, largely contributes to current marriage of children (Gok, 2008).  Almost all respondents, identified poverty as key contributor to child marriage. From individual interviews, respondents related their marriage to cultural norms or the socialisation process and mainly poverty; 
As the first born child, I was concerned by the persistent problems (poverty) at home. I decided to get married (Amina)
We were living in poverty and things were not changing so I got married to relieve my family of some burden’ (Pendo)
They blamed themselves and used poverty as an excuse, thus Crespi’s ideas about the ‘invisible conditionings’ where poverty is intersecting with beliefs that are distorting cultural norms whose result is ‘alleged to be out of own initiative of own free choice’ (1992). 

With the changing socio-economic conditions, most men have no or low paid jobs and parents have turned to marrying off their children as a coping strategy.  Discussions with women FGD, told stories of girls getting married everyday because of poverty, likewise, pupils, social workers and children officers, concurred that children have been commodified. Stories of poor girls and orphans being married off to tourists or rich men, some parents accompanying their children’s tourist husbands, take their children from school with the teacher’s permission. ‘Parents are marrying their daughters not necessarily for cultural but for economic reasons’ (Okwany, 2006: 63) and as De Boeck and Honwana says, such ‘structural processes frequently break, risk and destroy children (2005). With the commodification of the girl child, Bronfenbrenner’s structures of support for the child are broken by these interactions. Child marriage is now becoming more of a coping strategy, shaped and structured by poverty. 

But the pupils had a different view blaming parents for child marriage. While adult respondents used simple terms as ‘early marriage’ the school children repeatedly condemned parents; 

Parents are selling off their children to ‘rich men’ for money.
The different perspectives showed resistance for these children who saw nothing good in marrying young girls, as they added;

Marriage is not a solution. Children of these mothers become even more poor because their mothers cannot take good care of them or take them to school so it becomes a cycle’.  

Some girls help their parents to sell liquor and in the process get pregnant and marry, and many girls opt to marry to run away from poverty at home. Parents also have to juggle care work with acquiring a livelihood and this takes them away from their homes for protracted periods especially tourist seasons. Children are left at home, under siblings care meanwhile they learn from peers. Even though Connell in his sexual division of labour argues that women are supposed to be at home taking care of children, but parents have had to take another role. Perceptions about children dependency, immaturity and incapability to assume responsibility and therefore in need of confinement to the home or school is not a reality for some children. Children themselves contribute to these structures of society as they are also shaped by them’ (De Boeck and Honwana 2005; Thomas, 2000).
Policy Implementation Challenges

Key policy challenges emerged during discussions with the women FGD and other interventionists, for stopping the practice. Efforts to save young girls from marriage are frustrated by the local politicians and other powerful relatives, in what Foucault (1978) and Weeks, (1977) described some peoples acts of oppression that are legitimised by the structure of power. Driven by individual interest in the people’s votes to maintain power they use their position to deprive young girls of their freedom. The women FGD said; 

There is a lot of impunity and bribery in dealing with the cases and this creates fear among the local poor people for any future action. Politicians interfere with the judicial procedures too.
The state is seen as an instrument of domination in Connell’s sexual division of power through its policies of rescuing of girls by the police and chiefs (1987). Many complained that politicians, who are also the policy makers in Kenya, support and help sustain the practice. Cases are reportedly mishandled by uncooperative and unscrupulous law enforcers who instead of being punished they are transferred to other stations. This is also in contradiction to Berner’s (1998) rendition that ‘rules and institutions exist to sanction behaviour for protecting the collective good against individual interest’ in what Foucault (1978) describes as dispersed apparatus of control creating unequal relationships.  Connell sees these acts of force as legitimised by the structure of power in this case the state. Parents also play a role in corrupt deals with these officials to drop the cases 
The chiefs are compromised; they assist in abetting the crime through corrupt deals. 
Some law enforcers are also culprits. They marry these young girls so enforcing the law on someone else becomes an uphill task (women FGD). Driven by the same cultural perception that they are supposed to be discouraging, it becomes very complex and contradictory to their belief. While they are expected by society to uphold the same norms and values for the good of the community. This brings tensions and contradictions in marriage and kinship ties (Berner, 1998; Connell, 1987; Foucault, 1978).  Their work contradicts their practice and it is commonly repeated and simply stated: 

Those who do not conform to their cultural norms and values are slaves 
Despite the abolition of child marriage by the Children’s Act 2001, the practice continues unabated. The laws, as stated by the women FGD discussions, do not exist to serve the interest of the child.
The patriarchal dividend became evident during the community discussions. Some in-between factors included whenever there is an opportunity girls are the first to be considered to relieve the family of the poverty burden. Men in the community FGD, blamed poverty and the girls sell themselves to men and boys, to provide for their individual material needs. This results to teenage pregnancy and in many cases to marriage.  To maintain the hierarchies of power that highly rank boys, sometimes girls are married off to raise the boys’ school fees (women’s FGD). Culture in this context intersects with poverty to worsen the vulnerability of girls. Culture is also used as an excuse to cushion the family from extreme effects of poverty, thus it is now more shaped and structured by poverty.  The cultural norms, beliefs and practices are distorted where poverty enhances the practice of child marriage.  
Resilience, Resistance and Rebellion
The socialisation of girls as women has internalized these gendered norms and practices but factors of breaking away were identified during the study. As discussed in the above section, children themselves are running away from school and from their homes perceiving marriage as a simpler and better way out of poverty although as Crespi says, their lives are shaped and guided by the silent conditionings. However, according to the children’s officer, most of these are unhappy marriages, initiated through compulsion and riddled with many problems as confirmed by the individual interviews. Many children endure the hardships cope with the problems. For some, endurance is for as long as it is still bearable for the first few years. But due to the mismatch of values (old and new), age, schooling, the media and through self realisation, some girls reassert themselves to find their own identity. Luhmann sees these structures as enabling individuals to act from the unlimited number of possibilities to reduce the complexities in their environment. But the degree of complexity and ambivalence reflected in power inequalities existing within these marriages to constrain their space, some YMG’s still act within these limited spaces to reduce these complexities in their environment by resisting these marriages (Connell, 1987; Luhmann, 1982).  
Some children exercise their power by refusing their parents’ choice of life sexual partner and go back to their former younger boyfriends once they realize their first marriage was a raw deal. Some children have resisted marriage to pursue education like the teachers daughter;  

She refused marriage to a 60 year old man, the father refused to see her and threatened to deny her blessings, she still ran away to stay with her aunt and continue with school;  
Many girls resist by divorcing, mostly running away from their marital homes back to their natal homes, and many with their children as was the case of five respondents.  While some run away from their old husbands back to remarry younger boys, some maintain extramarital relationships, a practice severely punished by ‘malu
’ (women FGD members and Kombe). Others opt for prostitution as a means of survival or marry tourists to help them support their children; 

The high season is just approaching I can’t wait to see my ‘husband’.  I have an old white boyfriend, a tourist who comes to Kenya occasionally and he is soon coming back.  That is better than being married to our tribesmen here (Pendo).

Once in a while I meet a man who is tired of having sex with his wife and he wants another woman (‘ana mwari
’). How else do I meet my needs and I have a child in school? (Fatma). 

According to Hommi Bhabha (1994) these ‘in between’ spaces provide the terrain for elaborating new strategies of selfhood and initiate new signs of identity”. In this way they form their own identity while exercising their power. (Berner, 1998; Kabeer, 2003).  Prostitution is listed as sexual exploitation and most respondents noted that children themselves are forced to work in local salt industries, which ILO has described as hazardous environment. These have become the programmes focus than the underlying causes themselves. These vulnerabilities do not end with marriage and divorce. 

Identification of Problems and Needs 

Once married, girls tend to drop out of school.  Discussions with the respondents confirmed that none attended school after marriage.  In the marital homes children wives are overworked, in addition to sexual and reproductive roles, they cook, clean, fetch water and perform other domestic and community roles including caring for the young and old;  

I had one child but had to care for his three children from his previous marriage (Fatma).
Labour is organised and particular work is assigned to men and women (Connell, 1987) but YMG’s as children are also participating in adult roles. From individual interviews accounts, poverty, lack of employment for husbands or just ‘lazying’ husbands forces girls to do hard labour, splitting stones for sale, to fend for themselves and their children.  They are subjected to sexual, reproductive, domestic and economic labour while still young. These hidden and invisibilised forms of child labour are hardly noticed and miss the ILO classification. Excessive power of husbands and relatives on YMG’s limits their power to make own decisions. YMG’s and their children are denied food, poorly fed and malnourished. In scarcity, YMG’s eat babies’ food because their bodies are also maturing and need food.  As a result, the children’s officer says YMG’s stunt in growth. 


All respondents indicated that divorce and remarriage rates also very high as women and pupils said;

Many men marry girls just to ‘use and dump’ them, it is not a marriage out of love, but of convenience.  
Men want wives for their services, to elevate their status in society and to make them equal to other men (Collier, 1977; Rosaldo, 1974). The promise of love is not acted in these marriages instead the children find themselves as Honwana, (2008) says, in unsanctioned position.  To the pupils, marriage of children is problematic because; 

These men do not love them, they sexually abuse and mistreat them, 

Poverty worsens the situation because the men only want the girl but don’t take care of the children (women FGD). Children and their children are neglected, abandoned and malnourished (Social workers).  Cases of children mistreated by step mothers and relatives taking care of orphans or when parents are separated are rampant.  Death of parents and children left with poor grandparents suffer. 

Individual interviews and women FGD discussions revealed that there is high infidelity among married men but admitted that even if they knew about it there was nothing much they could do because the community allows it. A practice like ‘malu’ is application of ‘double standards’ aimed at regularising women’s sexuality, while men are free to engage in extramarital sexual encounters (Connell, 1987; Goldman, 1972).  Standing and Kisekka attribute it to sexual meanings and ideologies of sexuality in some cultures which stress female resistance and male aggression and mutual antagonism in the sex act (1989).  Men also move to other women’s homes, neglecting and abandoning their own families. Unequal power relations are not only gender and age related, other members of husband’s family exercise power over YMG’s which limits their decision making, peers and friends and sometimes they abuse them. Women gain power and rise up the hierarchy of power over other women and also over men, their husbands (Amadiume, 1987) and sons as they advance in age;
YMG’s become slaves while the older women become queens.  
This departs from the unified notion of social power as Foucault (1978) argues.  
Poverty as much as it is a cause it is also a consequence of young marriages and a reality for the married girls and as the pupil’s said, it becomes a cycle. Problems were also cited with rescuing. There is no rescue centre in the district, some YMG’s are already pregnant or brideprice has not been returned. Child prostitution is a real consequence and sexual exploitation of young girls has become a major concern.

Societal perceptions about protecting girls from voluntary infrequent sexual activity before marriage assume protection within marriage. But YMG’s are exposed to early and frequent unprotected sexual activity and exploitation, pregnancy and childbearing within marriage. YMG’s also suffer from health risks like obstetric fistula (about 71.3%) deliveries done at home (Gok, 2008). About 6% suffer psychological problems when faced with dilemma of forced marriage while they want to be in school. Maternal mortality rates are also high (625/100,000 live births). HIV/STI infections as explained in chapter one affects mostly women, policies and programmes have not been able to implement programmes that prevent and protect YMG’s from exploitation mainly because it is an area crowded with silence.  
Inequalities in gender and sexual relations are evident from the medical practitioners’ point of view. Intergenerational power relations are exhibited in the way YMG’s, are not able to negotiate or practice safe sex. Their husbands sometimes abuse them sexually, physically, emotionally, verbally and psychologically, not often easily detected because marriage assumes protection and happiness. Parents ask their daughter to persevere as they also went through the same experiences. Many girls are taken to hospital to seek medical help after spousal abuse, by their own parents. According to Brian Ndaya, a VCT counsellor at the Malindi Hospital, ‘married girls are not assertive and cannot talk for themselves’.  Communication is poor and the girls are shy to talk about sex and HIV:  

Even when I knew he had other relationships I had to agree to unprotected sex because he would always beat me if I said no (RI01)

My husband forced me into sex one week after giving birth (RI06). 

Mostly it is the younger spouses who accompany their partners/wives for counselling not the older ones. In societies where women sexuality is more valued, wives are not respected (Ortner and Whitehead, 1981).  

Generally the girls have been denied their rights;

I dropped out of school because I was being forced to repeat classes. 
I have a big body and I couldn’t fit in the lower class.  
Conclusion
The problems of married children are hidden behind traditional gendered norms and practices, the patriarchal ideologies, the poverty situations and the institution of marriage that is presumed to provide a safe haven for the children.   The norms support the practice and create a silence that surrounds the married children’s undertakings, overshadows their difficulties in married life and therefore little is known of what goes in the closed homesteads. The practice is carried on without any commitment to end the suffering of these children. In the absence of proper channels of communication, they have come out to challenge these norms. The question I examine in the next chapter is whether the outer structures of support in regards to the interventions in/adequately protect the YMG’s.
5 CHILD MARRIAGE: A PERSPECTIVE ON SILENCES IN POLICY/PROGRAMME DISCOURSES

Introduction

This chapter provides analytical narratives regarding the adequacy of current interventions addressing the identified problems and needs of YMG’s by both state and non-state actors. This draws from discussions with key informants who are experts in the fields of gender, children and other key sectors and responses to un-structured questions. Data is also drawn from project documents from international and national sources. This section will highlight the structural gaps in knowledge, policy and programmes in addressing YMG’s, thus providing the programmatic void. 

Silences in International and National Policies

Engaging with data on married children revealed that the international community, national, local organisations and individuals, recognise that YMG’s have specific needs. Such has been articulated directly or indirectly in the numerous human rights instruments since the 1948 UDHR although with minimal impact. Some key ones like the UNCRC (1989) do not consider child marriage directly, but links it to other rights such as their rights to express their views freely, protection from all forms of abuse and protection from harmful traditional practices.  


Other related international agreements include the Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age of Marriage and Registration of Marriages (CMMAMRM), the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC), the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa and Article 16 of the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) which states that; ‘betrothal and marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for marriage (Bruce, 2005; UNFPA, 2007). These instruments are extensive and widely translated into national policies but many are disregarded (Mathur, et.al. 2003).  Meanwhile YMG’s continue to suffer. 
The 1994 ICPD and the subsequent 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW), was a milestone for women’s empowerment. The meetings made clear that all ‘women were entitled to the same set of human rights which included, body integrity, personhood, equality and diversity’. Although implementation of these rights is slow, Sen and Batliwala, (2000) in Oudenhoven and Wazir, 2006:96, say, ‘they will lead to greater autonomy, decision-making powers, freedom from coercion, access to social services and power in exercising sexual and reproductive relations for women’. YMG’s need empowerment to enjoy their human rights, but these rights must be drawn from their specific needs.  

Data from major international and national sources shows that information on YMG’s is scanty and if there is no data, there is no problem. KDHS, the most reliable source, gives regional coverage for those above age 15 while many YMG’s are younger and thus underestimates the problem in the ‘hot spots’. Thus masks the specific local realities. Available information indicates that 57.8% of women are abused by their husbands and 30% of younger women (15-19) and with no education are more likely to experience more frequent spousal violence (Gok, 2003).  Data from the children’s department (see table 10&11 appendix 1) only captures the successful rescue cases handled by the office, leaving out the many unreported cases. The little data available is not used to guide programme interventions. SRH data doesn’t focus on gender and power relations yet these underlie all the behaviours and conditions that programmes address (Dixon-Mueller, 1993). Economic survey reports do not recognise overworking of young married girls as child labour (Gok, 2005).  The ANPPCAN, (2008) report briefly touched on the situation of children born to child mothers in Malindi. Such an indicator to YMG’s problems require further social analysis as Dixon-Mueller and German (2000) say, while exploring the locus of control over sexual decision-making for these types of marriages.  

While the Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health Policy (ARH&DP), 2006 recognises the difficult conditions that YMG’s live under and their differential vulnerabilities, no strategies are identified to deal with this specific social group.  Section 8 of the Sexual Offences Act (SOA) criminalises sexual intercourse with children (below age 18) but offers a charge of defilement (Gok, 2006). Trivialisation of the problem thus doesn’t attract stiff penalties. There is no mention of married child probably because marriage also legitimizes sexual activity and so YMG’s remain excluded by this clause. Several reports also recognise these needs but it is certainly overlooked and interpreted as prevention with no aspects of protecting those already affected. 
As these policies acting as the pillars guiding interventions are characterised by silences concerning YMG’s experiences, it thus constitutes a void in programme interventions. Guided by these and other commitments, noticeable gaps remain instantly recognizable in these and other structural dimensions used in interventions as will be elaborated in the following section. 

Assumptions in Responding to the Needs of Married Girls
The study established from the current policy and programme interventions that there is a void in addressing YMG’s. I discuss the various interventions responding to the identified needs as follows:

Rescuing Children from Marriage: A Band-Aid Approach

Rescuing has been very key and quick initiative for preventing child marriage as discussed. Once a case is reported, as the social workers say, the authorities concerned take immediate action. It is done through a partnership of teachers, women organisations and social workers, but heavily relies on the state’s instruments of power, the administration police and chiefs (Connell, 1987). Awareness programmes and media highlights expose the social power inequities between parents and children thus requiring external intervention. However, the hierarchies of power and the cycles of support (Bronfenbrenner, 1979) tend to be overlooked. This approach ignores the social context and position of the child especially if the child is to be taken back to the same parents and social environment. Rescue also denies the child the social support for their human development as it pulls out of the centre to a different environment like the remand home in Malindi.  It also destroys and risks their lives as De Boeck and Honwana (2005) says. Gender norms and power relations are not addressed by rescuing thus still lives the child exposed to parents aggression because the child I seen to challenge the authority. 
Such interventions overlook the possibility that some could escape the rescue net into marriage. Discussions with programmers revealed that once a girl escapes rescue into marriage, they are deemed happy and safe (Ozment, 1983) and quickly forgotten as one social worker put it; 

Once a girl is ‘lucky’ to be married, it is assumed that she is happy and protected (by the husband and his family (own emphasis in italics)

While for many programmers they can only wish them away;

There is nothing we can do.
YMG’s have broken out of the cycle of support and without addressing these structural factors rescue remains a quick fix measure.  

Contradictions in Law

The legal systems in Kenya are characterised by a multiplicity of statutes on the age of marriage. The Constitution of Kenya and the CRC (Kenya chapter) outlaws marriage of children below the age of 18 years. However, other equally recognized unwritten laws are based on customary practices have set lower legal ages of marriage, with some upto 16 years and do not give due regard to the statutory law while others don’t mention any minimum age. Such contradictions in laws, as one programmer put it, do not exist to sanction behaviour or for the common good as Berner (1998) claims. These hinder effective implementation of the statutory law.  They create loopholes in their application and are open to abuse by authorities and especially law enforcers who as Connell (1987) says, may use their legitimate power to oppress others. Due to their lack of material resources YMG’s lack knowledge to seek legal redress to challenge their marriages.  A YMG in a forced marriage lacks external locus of control in negotiating for sex due to differential age and power.  The study revealed that they lack a strong fall back position due to factors like poverty and can therefore not negotiate on equal basis. The legal structure is void of YMG’s interventions. 
Invisibles in Women and Children Policies
Women’s programmes handle women’s equality, equity and empowerment programmes, human rights and advocacy issues while child rights organisations, focus on prevention, promotion and protection aspects of children’s rights; rescuing, legal aid, rights awareness and advocacy, education, rescuing, research, monitoring and evaluation among others. Discussions with programmers revealed that none of the organisations interviewed, had specific component programmes focusing on YMG’s in their current conditions as one said; 

We are very good at identifying the problem, talking about it and creating awareness but we do little or nothing to go beyond advocacy to solve the problem. 
Some relieved their own perceptions regarded YMG’s problems; 

We have never thought of child marriage from that point of view, all we do is rescue. 
That is a new dimension and we actually need to think about it. 
Others commented that they only address YMG’s when they come across violence related cases. Revisiting Fraser and Gordon’s (1997) argument, ‘key words carry unspoken assumptions’, it was clear that interventions are guided by definitions of childhood, focusing on the child in their social position, while the underlying social constructs of marriage practices, presumed to be an adult arena are not considered in women programmes. YMG’s are striding between childhood and adulthood in what Honwana (2008) refers to as ‘unsanctioned position’ that makes them invisible to policies. Makers.   
Exclusion through FPE 

Married children miss education opportunities despite the free primary education (FPE) instituted in Kenya in 2003. The FPE assumption that every child has free access to school does not consider the social contexts of YMG’s. Schools may be within reach but not accessible to some children.  Discussions with Ministry of Education officials and children’s officer revealed that there is low and late enrolment, consistent repetition of classes, high drop-out rates of girls in primary schools and low transition to secondary schools (see tables 3&4) mainly attributed to child marriages (Achoki, 2007). Again the focus is child-centred and the social environment does not allow women (YMG’s) in school. The inflexible school programmes may not be suitable for the overworked YMG’s and respondents rightly fitted such YMG’s in difficult conditions in informal education programmes (see table 5 appendix 1).
Schools can also be arenas where gender inequalities are enacted and enforced forcing girls out of school. When asked about programmes to ensure married girls remain or go back to school, the quick answer was; 
All we want is for every child to be in school regardless of the circumstances. The children’s department takes care of their rights.
Two respondents dropped out and got married because they were being forced to repeat classes. School is suitable for delaying marriage and improving life conditions but there are no spaces for adult married women (read YMG’s). All respondents preferred learning other skills than go back to school in what Tomasveski (2003) calls a widely promoted human right that is routinely violated on a massive scale. Despite the implementation of the readmission of girl mothers policy in Kenya, this right is far from being achieved. As a result YMG’s also lack marketable skills.
Availability and Accessibility of SRH Services

To address the right to health, there are sexual and reproductive health (SRH) information and services at the district hospital.  These range from prevention and management of STI’s, guidance and counselling, (VCT), emergency care services family planning, ante-natal and post-natal care, immunisation to the presence of a qualified obstetric fistula surgeon.  The study revealed that YMG’s accessibility is very low due to hindrances like distance (an average of 10km) to health facilities (Gok, 2009) but majorly hierarchies of power were blamed for delays;

Even though emergency services are free, generally the women do not have a say over their own health even in cases of emergency. 

To this Gill, et.al, (2007), attributes to the low status and empowerment of women.  YMG’s lack of access to material resources, and the interplay of gender, age and class relations greatly influence their own decisions to seek medical care. Community outreach programmes while empowering men and women on how to make their own decisions to protect themselves from HIV infections they do not address the gendered norms in social sexual relationships and power relations (Connell, (1987) that limit YMG’s power to negotiate for safe sex with their spouse. As Glynn et.al, 2001, noted, more married women are now being infected with HIV. The fistula section does not have any outreach programmes though cases are very common, about 71.3% of births taking place at home (Gok, 2008).  
SRH empowerment programmes target schools urging adolescents to take charge of their own sexuality as will be discussed in the next section. The assumption that provision of services like contraceptives (acceptance at 29%, see table 9) will be accessible to all women overlooks the gender and power disparities affecting YMG’s decision making. However, children should not be taking contraceptives but their social position in marriage forces them to. Most programmes for youth are made for unmarried youth. An interview with the hospital’s staff indicated that there are no specific programmes for married children. Counselling is organised in groups of youth on the basis of age and at regular fixed days and time and the issues are addressed collectively irrespective of their social status. Such practices bar the YMG’s ones from accessing because their issues differ considerably from the unmarried youth.  

Media Discourses on Safe Sex
The ABC
 approach for behaviour change and communication for HIV prevention among young people, is widely promoted by mostly NGO’s. The approach overstates YMG’s agency over their lives. By encouraging delaying sexual activity and practice of safe sex, the approach assumes that provision of RH information equips YMG’s with choices for making informed decisions. YMG’s lack control over key resources thus limiting their ability to act (Connell, 1987) on their decisions and their lives. Asking YMG’s who are already in frequent sexual activity, experiencing constant sexual exploitation and with no space for negotiating for safer sex with their partners, to abstain or delay onset of sexual activity is confusing.  The messages do not adequately serve to protect the YMG’s and there needs unless power disparities in sexual relations are addressed (Dixon-Mueller, 1993).

‘Nimechill’, is another campaign programme for young people for HIV prevention through abstinence. The phrase ‘Nimechill’ is a combination of Swahili (Nime – we) and hip-hop slang (chill), implying ‘we are abstaining’ (Okwany, 2006:67). The programme fails to recognise that a large proportion of adolescent girls are already mothers and wives regularly having sex, can they ‘chill’? ‘True Lady Waits’ is another sexual abstinence programme designed for urging African youth to avoid premarital sex. The programme does not acknowledge that YMG’s are governed by gender rules that are culturally sanctioned, forcing them into marriage. Does it mean that they cannot make ‘true ladies’ because they did not wait? Such contradictory messages do not take into account these realities neither do they recognise that married girls are already in frequent sexual activity and cannot change their circumstances. This calls for approaches that move away from a one-size-fits-all kind of approach.

Family planning and the two-child family model have also been widely promoted (Gok, 2003; Gok, 2008).  While it is very ideal to have smaller and manageable families, many YMG’s find themselves having children too early, too many, too soon.  Contraceptives are available from the health facilities but many YMG’s do not have access without permission from their husbands and sometimes in-laws.  As Ortner and Whitehead (1981) say, YMG’s are under pressure to marry and bear children early, to prove womanhood and to maintain their value and status in society and asking them to use contraceptives often contradicts the intended purpose of social reproduction embedded in marriage. These messages are contradicting and confusing to the young married girls.
Poverty Alleviation Initiatives

Other initiatives include the Youth Enterprise Fund (YEF) and Women Enterprise Fund (WEF) aimed at alleviating poverty and empowering marginalised groups. The funds established as revolving funds (Gok, 2008), are a noble idea and YMG’s qualify for both categories as young people and women. Interviews with the individual women and also the men in the community FGD revealed that none was aware or had benefited from these funds. However, the qualification criteria for obtaining loans which requires one to be 18 years of age belong to a registered group of at least 10 members and owner of an enterprise imposes significant impediments hindering access to these funds. By virtue of their age, class, location and lack access to material resources, as Dixon-Mueller says, married girls cannot access the funds. 
Psychosocial Support and skills training in vocational training, tailoring, et.c offered by mainly NGOs, are short term interventions offered on a small scale basis and aimed at improving livelihoods. None of the young women interviews had had benefited from these programmes although they were aware of them and they knew their advantages. Married girls require time and permission to attend these programmes. These programmes are not enough given that this is their critical age for building their capacities and therefore they need like education for human development.

Conclusion
Given that YMG’s typifies a very thin line between childhood and womanhood, it easily escapes the view of the policy makers and programmers. Thus interventions have failed to recognise the social context of the YMG’s. In this contested position YMG’s can neither fit in child–centred nor in adult women programmes. Youth programmes do not serve their specific needs either. Marriage deconstructs childhood and invisibilises YMG’s to the society, policy makers and programmers, while destroying these structures of support. The band-aid approaches underlying these programme assumptions, have not focused on childhood after marriage, but quickly fix needs and policies of YMG’s. The next chapter explores the need for policy to address YMG’s.  
.  

6  CONCLUSION: BEYOND RESCUE

This paper has delineated some of the underlying factors that have singled out YMG’s as a unique social category outside of the dominant children and women’s rights agenda, more specifically in relation to child marriage. Notably also policy and programme interventions have focused on the assumption that by preventing child marriage, the structures and institutions of power are rendered ineffective. Meanwhile, over 60 million girls mostly from developing countries continue to get married, live under deplorable conditions and the trend still continues at an alarming rate.  Global forces like tourism and industrialisation have provided new spaces and choices for YMG’s and women which have been risky.   The implication is a shift of the disadvantaged position of YMG’s from marriage to the riskier life of prostitution, within the same locale.

 
Policies and programmes addressing child marriage are largely designed for and from a child protection viewpoint. While this is based on real issues affecting children like lack of education, poor health and generally denial of rights, on the other hand they are based on the perception that children are passive, innocent and in need of adult protection (De Boeck and Honwana, 2005).  For these children who have already broken out of the cycle of support, these perceptions need a careful consideration. In addition, these adult-based interventions have not been designed to reflect the social realities based on the lived experiences and the critical outcomes of the processes involved in child marriage. This chapter therefore summarises the findings of the study and without offering concrete solutions to the problem, attempts to propose measures for redefining social policy to address these needs more comprehensively.  This chapter revisits the discussion and argues for a need for policy to set agenda for interventions for YMG’s.
Notably, the CRC is a recent approach that moves from needs-based to rights-based approaches that has accepted that children have specific rights. It holds the various duty bearers accountable to respond to the needs of children. The rights go beyond basic needs to include idealistic notions like living in peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity. This valuable legal and useful programming tool recognises children as subjects of rights that are different from the rights of adults and sets up the principle of equal rights for all children (Oudenhoven and Wazir, 2006). Although literally new in implementation, it has, with difficulty introduced child rights-based programming in many cultural contexts.  Nonetheless, a lot more needs to be done in addressing the rights of YMG’s not directly mentioned but implied in many of its articles and subsequently, its interventions.

Public policy must set agenda for interventions for YMG’s which recognise that girls marry at an important developmental stage when they are supposed to be growing, maturing, establishing important relationships while making critical decisions concerning their lives. Policy must revolve around the exclusive aspects of their lives that include their vulnerable position in the family and community, the risk of physical and sexual abuse and exploitation, the different forms of hidden and invisibilised labour, the exploitative poverty conditions, the gendered norms hindering access to education, health and all the other rights in general as identified in this study. An important aspect is the acknowledgement that married girls are already wives and mothers and therefore need to be supported like the other unmarried youth. In addition to being sensitive to the needs of the married girls, policies must be practically informed by real situations thus making these girls visible, while ensuring that they are well and widely implemented.  
Programmes need to be adequately informed by the perspective of married girls. There is need to recognise that boys and girls are not homogeneous neither do married and unmarried girls form a cohesive group or share common needs and interests. That married girls have distinct disadvantages and experiences resulting to the many undesirable outcomes like early pregnancy, high fertility et.c, that are out of their own control and circumstances, needs to be acknowledged too. Policies need to consider that YMG’s’ limited ability to act and the lack of space for behaviour change goes beyond the reproductive health agenda.  Interventions for enhancing girls’ reproductive health require equipping these girls with social and economic power that enables them to exercise their reproductive rights, thus the need for multi-sectoral policies. 
While recognising that YMG’s lives are controlled by others, serious consideration need to be given to the many layers of control; the parents, family, men’s attitudes and community norms and values over the married girls’ lives. Policy interventions need to address the culturally sanctioned gender rules and engage with gender norms that lead to child marriage.  The critical roles of parents, men, women and other elders that are sometimes perpetuated by the girls themselves need to be addressed. Interventions need to look at the contributions of each of these layers to avoid one-size-fits all programme that pose problems to the YMG’s thus limiting their authority and autonomy to act.  
Education delays marriage, helps girls become aware of their own abilities, and empowers with knowledge. FPE provided equal opportunity for all children to get education, but many married girls remain out of school. Policies need to recognize the complexities in sexual social relations that constrain YMG’s participation in school. The very often hidden and invisible child labour that keeps married girls away from school is a matter of concern. Having to balance between marriage responsibilities and school requires flexibility in the school programmes. Such programmes need to be conscious of the social context and the differential circumstances of the girls at the same time focus on other initiatives, i.e. availability of scholarships that can change parents and husbands’ perspectives and behaviour about schooling. This education programme needs to be supported by informal education and the targeted approaches like re-admission of girl mothers to school policy. Short term skills and vocational training are important but they may not adequately cater for the human development needs of these girls.
Other structural issues like poverty have emerged as key in the study.  Policies need to move away from the adult-based approaches of poverty reduction and focus on expanding girls economic options, female solidarity groups, including younger females in economic programmes, opening up economic schemes for recently married girls, give girls access to microcredit and jobs outside the home. Coupled with these interventions, power disparities create a major challenge and policies need to consider involving and empowering key power holders, men and older family members, to ensure that their authority is not threatened in the process.    
The study has provided considerable evidence for a need to move beyond rescuing of girls to analysing structural dimension that have silenced and invisibilised YMG’s in life and policy. We need to pay attention to the way YMG’s exercised their agency, although individually, but greatly influenced by collective circumstances. As Andersen, (2005) says, ‘we need to be attentive to the ways in which subordinated groups and individuals are sometimes able to use their power to improve their conditions and how they sometimes use their power to maintain or worsen their status quo’ meanwhile we continue to focus our efforts on those who have power and those who do not.  
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1
Table 1: Percentage of Kenyan girls aged 15-24 who were married by age 18, by Province


Area


%age


Province

%age

_________________________________________________________________________________ 


Urban


18


Central

15


Rural


29


Coast

34








Eastern 

16








Nairobi

12








North Eastern
56








Nyanza

34








Rift Valley
35








Western

32

Source:  Analysis of DHS Data - Population Council, 2007 
Table 2: Some Child Marriage Hot Spots

	Country (regional hot spots)
	Percent Married by age 15
	Percent Married by age 18

	
	Total
	Urban 
	Rural 
	Regional Hotspot
	Total
	Urban 
	Rural 
	Regional Hotspot

	Burkina Faso (East)
	8
	4.3
	9
	10.4
	62.3
	32
	69.9
	70.1

	Kenya (Coast)
	5
	5
	5
	10
	25
	21
	26
	35

	Malawi (North)
	10.1
	4.8
	11.4
	12.4
	46.9
	32.3
	50.4
	54.1

	Mali (Kayes)
	24.4
	14.6
	28.9
	39.3
	65.3
	45.8
	74.3
	83.3

	Mozambique (Nampula)
	22
	14
	24
	53
	57
	47
	60
	82

	Namibia (Kavango)
	2
	1
	3
	8
	10
	9
	10
	32

	Nigeria (Northwest)
	19
	11
	23
	41
	43
	27
	52
	79

	Rwanda (Gisenyi)
	2
	2
	2
	4
	20
	21
	19
	38

	Senegal (Northeast)
	11
	4
	16.8
	21.8
	36.1
	15.4
	53.1
	59.1

	Tanzania (Shinyanga
	6
	3
	8
	14
	39
	23
	48
	59

	Uganda (Eastern)
	15
	8
	17
	21
	54
	34
	59
	63

	Zambia (Luapula)
	9
	7
	11
	16
	44
	34
	52
	55


Source:  Analysis of DHS Data - Population Council, 2007
Table 3:  Primary School Enrolment – Malindi District 2006

	Zones
	Enrolment Boys
	Enrolment Girls
	Enrolment Total
	Special Units

	
	
	
	
	Boys                   Girls

	Watamu
	10,416
	9,834
	20,250
	40
	37

	Central
	10,374
	9,357
	19,731
	47
	36

	Marafa
	4,368
	3,684
	8,052
	-
	-

	Magarini
	10,986
	9,073
	20,059
	19
	9

	Garashi
	3,530
	3,101
	6,631
	-
	-

	Kakoneni
	4,842
	4,216
	9,058
	23
	9

	TOTAL
	44,518
	39,269
	83,781
	129
	91


Source: Malindi District Education Office-2007

Table 4:  Secondary School Enrolment – Malindi District 2006

	Zones
	Enrolment Boys
	Enrolment Girls
	Enrolment Total

	
	
	
	

	Watamu
	655
	325
	980

	Central
	1,519
	582
	2,101

	Marafa
	281
	146
	427

	Magarini
	517
	257
	774

	Garashi
	-
	-
	-

	Kakoneni
	80
	376
	456

	TOTAL
	3,052
	1,686
	4,738


Source: Malindi District Education Office-2007

Table 5:  Primary School Enrolment by Class in Malindi District

	Class
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Boys
	Girls
	Boys
	Girls
	Boys
	Girls

	1
	8,820
	7,318
	9,181
	8,968
	7862
	7,602
	6,817
	7,001

	2
	5,449
	4,561
	7,626
	7,127
	7266
	6,762
	7,180
	6,984

	3
	4,638
	3,747
	5,301
	4,359
	6316
	5,585
	6,105
	6,481

	4
	4,558
	3,662
	4,910
	3,854
	5153
	4,279
	5,807
	5,830

	5
	3,837
	2,932
	5,713
	3,343
	4543
	3,512
	4,844
	3,959

	6
	3,283
	2,400
	3,794
	2,715
	3891
	2,311
	4,527
	3,396

	7
	3,145
	2,160
	3,848
	2,612
	3393
	2,852
	4,460
	3,284

	8
	2,373
	1,273
	2,538
	1,573
	2716
	1,764
	3,163
	2,128

	TOTALS
	36,103
	28,054
	42,911
	34,551
	41,140
	34,667
	42,903
	39,063


 Source: Malindi District Education Office-2007

Table 6:  Adult Education Enrolment in the District in Year 2006

	MONTH
	ENROLMENT
	AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

	
	MALE
	FEMALE
	TOTAL
	MALE
	FEMALE
	TOTAL

	JANUARY
	123
	716
	839
	87
	419
	506

	FEBRUARY
	126
	811
	937
	106
	516
	622

	MARCH
	151
	905
	1,056
	108
	593
	701

	APRIL
	143
	795
	938
	98
	543
	641

	MAY
	132
	711
	843
	105
	447
	552

	JUNE
	129
	873
	1,002
	86
	461
	547

	JULY
	197
	976
	1,173
	146
	665
	811

	AUGUST
	167
	942
	1,119
	121
	675
	796

	SEPTEMBER
	191
	941
	1,122
	119
	661
	780

	OCTOBER
	134
	1,027
	1,161
	91
	703
	794

	NOVEMBER
	134
	1,111
	1,245
	95
	719
	814

	DECEMBER
	                             R E C E S S


Source: District Adult Education Officer, Malindi 2007

Table 7:  No. of VCT Clients

	Sex
	No. of Clients
	No. Tested
	No. Positive
	% Positive

	Males
	4246
	3557
	229
	6

	Females
	4841
	4672
	446
	11

	TOTAL
	9087
	8229
	675
	8


Source: Medical Officer of Health, Malindi 2007

Table 8: PMTCT Services – 2006/07

	Measure
	Number

	No. of new ANC clients
	7246

	No. of revisits
	7935

	No. ANC counseled and tested 
	2455

	ANC HIV positive
	136

	Mother NVP ANC
	57

	Infant NVP ANC
	6

	Maternity mothers counseled & tested
	97

	Maternity HIV positive
	33

	Maternity NVP
	29

	Maternity infant NVP
	27

	No. of deliveries
	2759

	Choice of infant feeding - Breastfeeding

                                   Alternative feeding
	34

	
	43


Source: Medical Officer of Health, Malindi 2007
Table 9: Malindi District Vital Health Statistics

	INDICATOR
	MALINDI
	NATIONAL

	Intercensal Annual Growth Rate 
	3.9%
	2.9%

	Crude Death Rate
	13.2/1,000
	11.7/1000

	Crude Birth Rate
	48/1,000
	41.3/1000

	Maternal Mortality Rate
	625/100,000 live births
	590/100000 lb

	Infant Mortality Rate
	85/1,000
	77.3/1000

	Child Mortality rate
	127/1,000
	116/1000

	Total Fertility rate
	6 children/woman
	5.2 children/woman

	Population Density
	46.8 persons/sq. km
	49 persons /Km2

	Mean age at first birth
	15 yrs
	21.0 years

	Mean age at first marriage (male)
	-
	26.5 years

	Mean age at first marriage (female)
	12 yrs
	22.3 years

	Contraceptive acceptance rate 
	29%
	39%

	Life expectancy at birth (male)
	52.2 yrs
	52.8 years

	Life expectancy at birth (female)
	56.4 yrs
	60.4 years

	% of pop. above 18 years
	52.2 yrs
	50.9

	% of pop. above 55 years
	7.1%
	60.4

	Median age 
	17 yrs
	18.3 years

	% of urban population
	29.8%
	19.4

	Literacy rate
	68%
	-


Source: District Medical Officer of Health – Malindi 2007
Table 10: Malindi District Case Load Distribution.

	Description
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Neglect
	529
	681
	1210

	Abandoned
	5
	15
	20

	Orphaned/destitute
	152
	187
	339

	Disabilities
	11
	13
	24

	Child brides
	15
	59
	74

	Teenage mothers/pregnancy
	-
	52
	52

	Children of imprisoned mothers
	8
	12
	20

	Child prostitution
	0
	56
	56

	Delinquents
	100
	63
	163

	Abused
	22
	33
	55

	Abducted
	5
	15
	20

	Others
	54
	73
	127

	TOTAL
	901
	1259
	2160


Source: District Children’s Office, Malindi 2007.

Table 11: Summary of the Caseload and Case Management Figures by Province, for 2007/8
	 
	CASE CATEGORY
	TOTALS PER PROVINCE
	

	 
	 
	NBI
	WEST
	CENTR
	EAST
	COAST
	N/EAST
	NYANZA
	R.V
	Totals per category
	

	1
	Abandonment
	253
	441
	757
	495
	231
	4
	302
	331
	2,814
	

	2
	Abducted
	33
	16
	15
	35
	42
	0
	167
	0
	308
	

	3
	Access
	113
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	119
	

	4
	Adoption
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	

	5
	Birth Certificates
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	

	6
	Child Labor
	41
	82
	35
	270
	41
	0
	0
	4
	473
	

	7
	Child Mother
	3
	0
	57
	30
	0
	7
	0
	0
	97
	

	8
	Child of Imprisoned Mother
	6
	10
	11
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	27
	

	9
	Child Prostitution
	1
	0
	0
	0
	38
	0
	0
	0
	39
	

	10
	Child theft
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6
	

	11
	Child Trafficking
	8
	1
	0
	0
	60
	0
	1
	0
	70
	

	12
	Conflict With the Law
	19
	0
	0
	0
	30
	0
	0
	0
	49
	

	13
	Custody
	934
	1027
	1008
	765
	1691
	0
	572
	441
	6,438
	

	14
	Delinquent
	127
	0
	586
	723
	631
	42
	98
	581
	2,788
	

	15
	Denied Rights
	0
	0
	983
	459
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1,442
	

	16
	Destitute
	111
	167
	44
	196
	244
	0
	0
	989
	1751
	

	17
	Disabled
	10
	5
	0
	35
	0
	6
	0
	0
	56
	

	18
	Disinherited
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6
	

	19
	Drug Abuse
	32
	2
	72
	0
	8
	0
	0
	0
	114
	

	20
	Early Marriage
	6
	19
	2
	45
	204
	0
	0
	126
	402
	

	21
	Early Pregnancy
	0
	0
	0
	0
	138
	0
	0
	0
	138
	

	22
	Emotional Welfare
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1065
	0
	1,065
	

	23
	FGM
	4
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	

	24
	Financial Assistance
	0
	5
	0
	287
	0
	0
	0
	0
	292
	

	25
	Foster Cases
	0
	11
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	15
	

	26
	Internally Displaced
	220
	1831
	34
	0
	0
	0
	42
	0
	2,127
	

	27
	Lost
	97
	4
	0
	43
	0
	0
	103
	0
	247
	

	28
	Mother Offered
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	

	29
	Neglected
	3652
	4439
	5671
	7926
	5722
	800
	3350
	5,522
	37,082
	

	30
	Orphaned
	85
	129
	306
	450
	175
	133
	0
	484
	1,762
	

	31
	Others                    
	29
	0
	419
	0
	0
	27
	652
	222
	1,349
	

	32
	Physical Abuse
	135
	106
	258
	144
	227
	11
	133
	673
	1,687
	

	33
	Sexual Abuse
	109
	66
	79
	61
	178
	39
	114
	0
	646
	

	34
	Sick Child
	10
	0
	0
	0
	15
	0
	0
	0
	25
	

	35
	Unaccompanied 
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	

	36
	Unlawful Confinement
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9
	

	37
	Separated Children
	180
	
	1046
	33
	0
	0
	772
	2457
	5,483
	

	 
	GRAND TOTALS
	6,069
	8,367
	10,347
	11,967
	9,675
	1,069
	6,599
	9,373
	96,180
	


Source: Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Development, Children’s Services Department, Annual Report 2007/08 

Table 12:  Role of Stakeholders in the Special Programmes Sector
	Stakeholder 


	Roles

	Ministry of Education Science & Technology (MOEST).
	School inspection; 

Training of teachers; 

Staff rationalization.

	Health Department
	Offer curative and preventive services;

Providing funding for the construction of health facilities.

	District Development Committee


	Mainstreaming gender, youth, disability and other disadvantaged groups issues into development programmes.

	Social services Department
	Assisting in community development, gender sensitization of women  groups;

Registration and training on management of income generating projects;

Assisting in relief of distress programme for the poor, youth workshops.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	Municipal Council and county Council
	Implementation of projects; 

Provide land; 

Offer social services.

	Rotary club, Action Aid, CISP , Coast Children Care, Amref, SWAK
	Provide funds for project and programmes for mitigation of social impact caused by poverty.

	National AIDS Control Council (NACC)


	Support OVCs and People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA);

Provide strategies on the fight against HIV/AIDS.

	Sports Department
	Co-ordinate sports activities.

	Catholic Diocese of Malindi (CDM)
	Capacity building on gender issues and harmful cultural practices.

	Religion Organization;(AIC, Tawfiq,SDA)
	Provide resources and counseling services.

	International Organizations

DANIDA 
	Provide funding to health and adult education programmes.

	Physical planning Department
	Provide physical planning services and co-ordination of physical developments.

	Private sector
	Supplement government funding.

	Islam Centre for Orphans
	Assist orphans with education and skills.

	Light of God Evangelism
	Assist in educating the poor and provides income generating to their parents.

	Arid Lands Resource Management Programme 11.


	Community driven development, support to local development, drought and natural resource management, capacity building of on various gender, cultural and disability programmes.

	Action AID Langobaya


	Advocacy against harmful cultural practices, promotion of gender equity and equality, development of community resource learning centres.

	Maendeleo ya Wanawake organization 

(M.Y.W.O)  
	Advocate for the right of women and the girl child and fight against early marriages.

	Red Cross


	Distribution of relief foods and of medical supplies during emergencies and capacity building on disaster management.

	National Council for Persons with Disabilities (NCPWD).
	Enhance capacity of disabled person’s organizations, institutions and individuals.

	Children’s Department
	Protection of the rights of children.

	APHIA 11
	Cash Transfer Programme.

	Catholic Diocese of Malindi.
	Advocate for the rights of the child.

	Action AID
	Advocate for the rights of the child.

	World Vision (Marafa ADP)
	Advocate for the rights of the child.

	
	

	Source: District Development Plan, 2008-12
	


Table 12: Respondents to the Married Children Research
	NO.
	NAME
	INDIVIDUAL ORGANISATION
	PLACE

	ORGANISATIONS DEALING WITH GENDER AND CHILDREN’S ISSUES

	1.
	Mr. Mwendapole M01
	Dept of Gender & Social Services
	Malindi

	2.
	Mr. Eric Mugaisi M02
	Children’s Officer 
	“

	3.
	Mr. Wasi Kombe M03
	Volunteer – Gender and Social Services
	“

	4.
	Mr. Alex Mwanza M04
	Children’s Volunteer
	“

	5.
	Dr. Morris Buni M05
	Medical Superintendant
	“

	6.
	Mr. Brian Ndaya M06
	VCT Counselor - MOH
	“

	7.
	Mrs. Jane M07
	Youth friendly services - MOH
	“

	8.
	Mr. 
	Psychiatric Nurse
	“

	POLICY MAKERS AND PROGRAMMERS

	1.
	Ms. Jane Kabiru N01
	Children’s Dept.
	Nairobi 

	2.
	Mrs. Elizabeth Mbuka N02
	Children’s Dept.
	“

	3.
	Dr. Meme N03
	Division of RH (Gender) - MOH
	“

	4.
	Mrs. Mary Kabaru N04
	Gender Division - MGCSD
	“

	5.
	Mrs. Florence Mburu N05
	Gender Division - MGCSD
	“

	6.
	Dr. Regina Karega N06
	National Commission for Gender & Devt.
	“

	7.
	Lilian Njeru N07
	CRADLE – The Children’s Foundation
	“

	8.
	Ezan Miluki N08
	ANPPCAN
	“

	9.
	Mr. Tim Dalton Mwaura N09
	CREAW
	“

	INDIVIDUAL WOMEN INTERVIEWED (Using Pseudonyms)

	1.
	Amina Juma (29 yrs) I01 
	Woman Interviewee
	Malindi

	2.
	Salima Ali (16 yrs) I02 
	“
	“

	3.
	Kadzo Katana (16 yrs) I03 
	“
	“

	4.
	Pendo Wasi (30) I04 
	“
	“

	5.
	Fatma Omar (25) I05 
	“
	“

	6. 
	Mapenzi Chai (22) I06 
	“
	“

	7.
	Nazi Kazungu (25) I07
 
	“
	“

	FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS MEMBERS

	A: SCHOOL CHILDREN AND TEACHERS – KARIMA PRIMARY SCHOOL

	1.
	Gertrude Meah Karisa
	Teacher (as observer)
	Karima Pr. Sch.Malindi

	2.
	Peter Okello
	“
	“

	3.
	Dorothy Wande
	Pupil
	“

	4.
	Fondo Wambi
	“
	“

	5.
	Agnes Rimba
	“
	“

	6.
	Mercy Mwatsuma
	“
	“

	7.
	Mapenzi Charo
	“
	“

	8.
	Balozi Henry
	“
	“

	9.
	Baraka Mweni
	“
	“

	10.
	Yusra Rashid
	“
	“

	11.
	Shaban Wanje
	“
	“

	12.
	Muta Herya
	“
	“

	13.
	Mercy Katana
	“
	“

	B: SOCIETY FOR WOMEN AND AIDS (SWAK)

	1.
	Jane Wanjiru
	Millennium Challenged Women
	Malindi

	2.
	Alice Kalama
	Huduma Self Help Group
	Magarini, Malindi 

	3. 
	Aziza Awadh
	Okoa Mtoto Group
	Gede/Watamu,     Malindi

	4.
	Roselyne Nabala
	Tushauriane Women Group
	Malindi

	5.
	Mama Verna Haganda Jacob
	SWAK
	“

	6.
	Margaret Obiya Yala 
	Kise Women Group
	“

	7. 
	Emily Challe
	SWAK
	“

	8. 
	Florence Kalume 
	Bwana ni Mchunga WG
	“

	9.
	Mama Rony Mwaluma
	SWAK Chairlady
	“

	C: COMMUNITY GROUP MEMBERS - FGD

	1.
	Kaingu Baya
	Community Member
	Malindi

	2.
	Resmus Shida Baya 
	“
	“

	3.
	Samini Kaingu 
	“
	“

	4.
	Evalyne Raha
	“
	“

	5.
	Kesi Kashuru
	“
	“

	6.
	Kadzo Katana
	“
	“

	7.
	Terezia Njoki
	“
	“

	8.
	Kadzo Chai
	“
	“

	9.
	Kadzo Sulubu
	“
	“

	10.
	Jane Katana
	“
	“

	11.
	Masciline Nzai
	“
	“

	12.
	Betty Kaingu
	“
	“


Appendix 2

The Social Ecological Model of Care

Urie Bronfenbrenner (1979), a leading scholar in development psychology, acknowledged that human development takes place in a complex web of interactions between the individual and the wider society. He thus came up with the model delineating four layers of environmental systems from direct interactions starting with social agents to broad-based institutional structures (Figure 1). The innermost, microsystem, is the social setting in which the individual child lives in, surrounded by immediate family, peers, school and the neighbourhood, where most of the current interventions have focused on. The mesosystem forms the relationships between the microsystems, the family, school experiences and family and peers. If a child who is forced to marry they may not be able to go to school, loose peers and friends. 

The experiences in the social setting where the child does not directly interact but has immediate influence on the child is the exosystem. The lowly paid or loss of a parent’s job, loss of a parent themselves, media, culture or lack of community perceptions and the extended family, can influence the child’s marriage.  The macrosystem includes the international and national organisations and ideologies; laws, customs or social class, practices and social attitudes and in which the individual live, can influence children to marry young. Hetherington (1989) later added the fifth layer, chronosystem. This consists of changes of the environment over time not only in the individual but also the socioeconomic situation; in this case education and tourism have played a role in affecting the environment of the child over time. The assumption here is that the child grows outward gradually while the world grows inwards and the interactions affect child’s growth. In this paper the model is used to explain the interactions between married children and their environment. 
This person is no longer a child because they have broken out of the cycle of support of a child.  Socially they are regarded as adults expected to take care of themselves and others in the family and perform other roles community roles as expected. 

Figure 2: Ecological Model of Care







                               
                                                                   Chronosysytem


Source: Adopted from Bronfenbrenner,

The microsystem function of protecting the child starting with parents is pushing the child to marry young. Children themselves are by-passing their parents and marrying young thus the parent can no longer protect them.  The peers and the enforcement of gender inequalities push the child out of school to marry.  From the mesosystem, loss of a parent’s income due to the poorly performing economy, loss of parents and adult support push girls into marriage. For orphans the extended family force the girls to marry young. Culture and community perceptions about girls’ sexuality, language used, norms and values, all push the girl to marriage.  International and national structures established to protect the rights of the child have loopholes that allow the practice to continue. In addition, no organisation has interventions specifically targeting married children.  With time the changing socio-economic situation, education, tourism the children are rebelling against marriage to find their own identity.  Many are running away from marriages back to school, but majority end up in prostitution.  The young girl is no longer protected, the external forces are directly influencing her well-being.

Appendix 3 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSES OF WOMEN (16-30)

Amina Juma, 29

I was married at the age of 16, I was in class 7, my husband was 29 then. There were problems (poverty) at home that was why as the first born I decided to get married. I thought my husband would help me improve my life. My parents did not have enough money and I was always in and out of school. We had agreed with my husband that he would take me back to school. After marriage I went to live with my husband’s family. My mother-in-law did not like me and she was always urging my husband to marry another wife. She would bring girls for him at first he used to refuse but the pressure was too much on him too. I would do all the work at home, but still my mother-in-law would not approve of me. I would be forced to work one day after delivery and if I dared complain, they would say, ‘But you are the one who wanted to get married’. I would be denied food even baby food for my children and sometimes neighbours would call me and feed me secretly. Although he got a job his mother threatened to disassociate herself from him if he ever moved to his own house. My husband would give his mother all the money because she used to say I was not mature enough to handle money. Whenever I was sick they would refuse to take me to hospital until the mother agreed.  My husband used to abuse me physically and also verbally. He had other women but if I asked him to protect himself he beat me up. The whole family would abuse me and my children. When life became unbearable I ran away by then I was three months old pregnant. I am now divorced and living with my parents.  It is now one year and my husband has never called or come to see the children. Now I cannot go back to school but given a chance I can go for skills training.

Salima Ali, 16

I am 16 years old and with one child. I left school because I was being forced to repeat classes. I also got pregnant but my first husband and the father of my child was married.  His wife chased me away.  Now I am married again and I have not experienced any problems in marriage. I would like to do a tailoring course to improve my life. (Salima is in her third relationship. She had a boyfriend before her first husband).

Kadzo Katana, 16

I am 16 years old. I left school because I was being forced to repeat classes and I am big bodied. I opted for marriage instead but the man abandoned me and my child. Now I have one child. I do not want to go back to school but I would want to do some tailoring course. 

Fatma Omar, 30

I left school from at class 6 and after staying at home shortly I got married as a second wife. My husband was 50.   My parents are poor and could not pay for my schooling. I have one child but I was taking care of three of his children from his previous wife who died of a heart problem. My husband was working away from home while I stayed at home with my mother-in-law and the children. She would not allow me to have friends or even to take a shower when am going out to shop and she would tell me I was going out to look for men because her son was away. She never did anything but just sat the whole day while I did everything, I was a ‘donkey’. My husband was not physically violent but together with his mother they would abuse me verbally. He would also receive calls from other women and if I asked him he would say, I am a man, I guess because I was much younger him. Many times he would not like me talking to him. He would also go to work and we used to meet only 2 or 3 days in a year. So I decided to live.  Now I am just at home. Once in a while I meet a man who is tired of having sex with his wife and he wants another woman (‘ana mwari
’), and if he asks me to pass by his place later in the day, I go to his place (may be the wife has travelled) and offer my services and if he is satisfied he pays me.  Sometimes they refuse to pay me. How else do I meet my needs and I have a child in school? 

Pendo Wasi, 25

I got married at 17 my husband was 38 then. I got married because of poverty at home I thought I was going to a better life but the problems at my husbands were the same. My husband had other affairs and he would come home with women and make me sleep on the floor while they slept on my bed.  Because I was younger he also used to abuse me.  Now I am divorced with 2 children. I opted for prostitution because it is better paying but if I get money I can do business.  The high season is just approaching I can’t wait to see my ‘husband’.  I have an.....old white boyfriend, a tourist who comes to Kenya occasionally and he is soon coming back.  This work is good because since I met him after my divorce, he supports me and my two children.  I have also been able to buy a plot and put up this house.  My man has his own wife back home but he secretly sends me money (60 euro) every month.  That is better than being married to our tribesmen here.  There is also a lot of discrimination here from upcountry tribes, they deny us jobs in big hotels and give their own tribesmen. 

Mapenzi Chai, 22

I was 16 when I got married and in class 7. My husband was 45 then and I have 2 children. I was a second wife although I cant really tell how many wives he had before me, but he had other children. I got married because I was running away from problems at home. My husband used to bring women home and would force me to cook for them as they discussed issues in the bedroom. Sometimes he would send me to the market or lock me out of the house as he entertained his women visitors. I did not understand what was happening until neighbours told me. I feared I would get HIV because my husband had a lot of money and many women too. I now do sex work because he does not support my children but believe me if I can get a husband I can settle down but not someone from my tribe. Men from my tribe have no respect for women. I envy men from your tribe because they are respectful to women and they love their wives even when they have other relationships. My efforts to get assistance from the children’s office were fruitless because my husband is arrogant. I need money to start my own business because prostitution is not a good job for me.

Nazi Kazungu, 25

I got married at the age of 15 after experiencing a lot of problems at home. I have four children. To go to school I had to pick cashew nuts for sell to pay for my education while my father drunk ‘mnazi’, a local brew, everyday.  I don’t know where he used to get the money from but when we asked for money he told us to pick cashew nuts for sell. I could not stand seeing my mother work too hard every day so I decided to get married. At my marital home I realized the problems were the same. High poverty and I was also doing a lot of work. I would fetch 17 jericans (20ltr each) of water from the well everyday while the boys would go playing only to come and bath with the water I fetched. I used to cook for 27 people because my father-in-law had four wives and they all stayed in one homestead. I also had to work on the farm and every time I went my mother-in-law and sister-in-law would talk about me the whole and the children would tell me. They would also abuse me and force me to work because as they kept saying, ‘you wanted to get married’. At times I used to play with other children because I was still a child but would run away whenever my mother-in-law appeared. When I couldn’t agree with my mother-in-law we looked for a rented house but my husband had many women and I was scared of HIV. If I ever asked him why he was behaving like that he would beat me up. So I left him.
Map 1: Map of Kenya Showing Malindi District  
Map 2: Map Showing Malindi District











YOUNG MARRIED GIRLS: 


SILENCED IN MARRIAGE, INVISIBLE IN POLICY AND PRACTICE
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� The section is based on the Robert W. Connell’s “Theory of Gender and Power” in his book ‘Gender and Power: Society, the Person and Sexual Politics’, (1987).





� This section is based on Ortner, S. B. and Whitehead, H. (1981) Sexual Meanings: The Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality. Cambridge University Press. Pp 1-405





� Where wife takes residence with husband (with or near) his parental family. 


� The wife-taking family first pays ‘uchi’ (a Swahili word for nakedness or genitalia), is a token paid to the wife-giving family.  The men from the woman’s family only recognize their daughter as married once they have drunk their daughters ‘kajama’, a token paid in form of liquor tapped from the locally grown coconut tree.


� Assumption that at maturity, girls sexuality is uncontrollable and must be controlled. They may not be engaging in sexual activity and parents hardly know when their children become sexually active. Sexual activity is not only caused by peer pressure. 


� ‘Malu’, is a traditional sanction applied to married women who have extramarital relationships.  Through a local committee of elders the case is discussed and the man responsible is fined and the money paid to the husband.   


� A married has a sexual urge to have sex with another woman because he is tired of sex his wife.


�The ABC strategy thus presupposes: A = Abstain/delay sex, B = Be faithful to one partner and C = Condom use. 


� A married has a sexual urge to have sex with another woman because he is tired of sex his wife.
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