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Abstract
A number of in-depth qualitative studies have been undertaken to document especially the predicament, and on a few cases, the success stories associated with former captives of the LRA f on return. While some case of handy progress have been pointed in light of reintegration in Northern Uganda, it has been shown that majority face an unprecedented problems ranging from animosity from the community on an apparent reason that they were perpetuators of violence; physical and psychological health problems; missed educational and livelihood opportunities.  Despite the thorough knowledge on the nature of the successes and difficulties, no major attempt has been made to estimate the scale of the success or problems among the FAPs in Northern Uganda. Using GUSCO as a case study and adopting both qualitative and quantitative techniques, the author constructs a framework that integrates education, community acceptance, good health and livelihood opportunities to evaluate and numerically estimate the number of those who have successfully reintegrated. The study points to a limited number of FAPs (18.4%) as successful, while the majority (48.8%) as possible cases of breakdown in reintegration. The rest are those considered to be progressing towards full recovery.  Further, the paper reflects why some FAPs have been more successful than the others, focusing particularly on the circumstances surrounding the individuals rather than the general problem that affects them all.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Reintegration challenge in Northern Uganda is deep-rooted in the context of conflict. Particularly it is concerned with facilitating the return of formerly abducted persons to normal and productive life. 

This paper assesses the degree of success of reintegration of FAPs in Northern Uganda, with GUSCO as a reference point. I have focused mainly on how the FAPs have fared after reinsertion in their respective homes. The baseline is that, all of them received similar range of services and treatment after return from captivity, whether adequate or inadequate. Using qualitative and quantitative techniques; a framework for measurement, containing a set of socio-economic indicators or milestones was established. From the review of GUSCO database on FAPs, a sample for the survey was drawn, the FAPs followed up in their respective homes, and a survey mainly based on the subjective feelings of the FAPs on whether they met the indicators within the framework was conducted. Applying the framework, an estimation of the scale of reintegration, including factors affecting reintegration of FAPs was undertaken.

Findings from the survey highlight a reserved mark of performance of the FAPs after reinsertion in the community. Slightly over a quarter were found to be successful in their reintegration on the basis of the framework adopted. More so majority of those considered successful were the ones who found their parents alive on return from captivity, the physically able bodied, those resettled in their original homes, those who never took long in captivity and the ones who never held any position of responsibility while with the rebels. The implication of these distinct individual circumstances having immense influence on the process of reintegration calls for being cautious while emphasising the negative impact of inauspicious macro environment on the lives of victims of war after conflicts. In Northern Uganda, especially now that peace is returning to the region, it is possible that greater emphasis may be placed on the improvement of the general economic environment, while giving a limited consideration or sometimes neglecting the FAPs who have been the most seriously affected both physically and psychologically.
1.1
 Indication of the Problem
Northern Uganda has gone through civil dissent for the last 2 decades. The warring parties involved have been the government of Uganda on one side, and a rebel group known as the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA
), on the other end (Lane 2007: 1991). The reasons usually given to explain the conflict are many but as a starting point and from a broader perspective, one could bear the idea that conflict is inherent in development as advanced by Jan Pronk. He (Pronk) argued that conflict in general is a result of a complex process which involves changes, but most importantly according to him: 

Change is born of conflict and change always means a change in power, change in vested interests, change in class structure. In every society different classes hold different levels of power. Change alters these levels of power and a new class relationship emerges depriving some groups of power and investing others with more power”(Pronk and Gauhar 1981: 191). 

Since Uganda is a developing country, it can, to a certain extent be associated with the sorts of changes mentioned by Pronk. Unfortunately for the country (Uganda) after independence, it had weak institutional mechanisms to manage conflict from deteriorating into violence. According to Furley and Katalikawe, the situation of Uganda during the 1970s and the 1980s was ‘the next thing to hell on earth. The country's political, economic and social institutions lay in ruins while the so-called state security agencies harassed, tortured and killed an untold number of innocent people’ (Furley and Katalikawe 1997: 243). Where as such precarious situations may have helped the NRA
 generate their so called grievance to wage a protracted war which brought them to power in 1986, one questions what caused and sustained the Northern Uganda conflict for more than 2 decades after the NRA seized power in 1986. Elijah in his paper argued that the current conflict in Northern Uganda arose as a result of mistrust that developed between the UNLA
 and the NRA, where the former accused the latter for taking advantage of a ceasefire agreement to overthrow its government.  In 1985, the UNLA under the leadership of Tito Okello was the ruling party, while the NRA was fighting against it. In an endeavour to restore stability in the country, the two parties sought a peaceful solution. However for all its good intensions, combined with a laid back attitude in respect of the ceasefire agreement, the UNLA soon realized it had paved its way to ‘hell’. They (UNLA) were ‘stung in the tail’ as the NRA trickily overthrew them to gain power. The contravention of the cease fire agreement later  made the UNLA view the NRA with mistrust all through, prompting a series of rebellion from the Northern region
 thereafter and to date, the conflict has not fully been resolved (Elijah 2008: 4). 

Mistrust as sighted by Elijah (2008) is a more specific reason and may have played a role in leading to the current conflict in Northern Uganda, but what is interesting to note is that the mistrust developed because one party did not keep its part of the bargain, spelling a possible element of greed. This sort of situation is closely related to the view that conflict is not a result of grievance but of greed (Sã¸Rli et al. 2005: 145). Whether it is greed that fuelled and continue to lubricate the mistrust or not, the argument of suspicions has some merits in the case of Northern Uganda, since those who begun the war, and now the LRA in particular maintain that their major discontent with the current government dated back to the disregard of the Nairobi peace accord ('War without End? The Conflict in Northern Uganda' 2004: 143). 

While the reasons for the conflict in Northern Uganda continue to be a subject of hot debate, the things that are clear are the negative consequences. The problem of abductions and the subsequent challenge of reintegration were born out of the conflict. There have been a series of different rebel factions fighting the government for short spells, but the one group that subsisted for the longest time has been the LRA having fought from 1987 to date (Dunn 2004: 140) .
The notorious group (LRA) which began its operation by directly confronting the Ugandan army soon turned its targets on the civilian population especially after the 1990s when they succeeded in acquiring some support from the Sudanese government
 (Ibid). They deliberately and continuously targeted the civilian population for forced recruitment and lootings. This forced the government of Uganda to resort to a system of encampment of the population in a relatively concentrated arrangement, to increase effectiveness in protection of their lives and property. By the year 2005, nearly 90% of the population had been resettled into internally displaced persons’ camps (Uganda. Ministry Of and World Health 2005: 1). The system of encampment involved the civilians moving from their original homesteads and villages to join other members from the nearby communities in a camp, where there would be more concentration of the population. Since the rebels operated with violence, it meant that the population could no longer freely engage in productive activities to sustain their livelihood, due to limited access to important factors of production such as land. Despite measures by the government to place the people of Northern Uganda into camps, the conflict resulted into the destruction of the socio economic fabric, physical infrastructures  (Accorsi et al. 2005: 231) and above all the abduction of an estimated number of 75,000 persons by the rebels, to participate in the conflict between the years 1986 - 2006 (Pham et al. 2007: 22).
The instantaneous challenge posed by the abduction of these thousands of people from northern Uganda was how to reintegrate the formerly abducted persons who returned from captivity. Although reintegration in Northern Uganda did not take place in the ‘formal’ framework of the Demobilization, Disarmament and Reintegration (DDR), the agencies participating in this process aimed to facilitate the process of returning the victims who were involved in conflict, to a normal and productive life. The government, humanitarian and local organizations responded by putting in place a mechanism that was expected to provide the needed support to the victims. The process involved receiving the returning abductees (who escaped, released or rescued by the government army) in a reception centre. At the reception centre, the returnees were provided with basic needs, guidance support, family tracing and eventually reunited with their parents or relatives in the community (Tim and Mareike 2006: 4).  At the community, a number of humanitarian agencies were involved in improving physical infrastructures such as schools, dispensaries, roads, capacity building of community structures
 and livelihood support to the community members. These were aimed at improving the environment for reintegration for both the victims of abductions and the other community members affected by the war. 
1.2
The Problem Statement

Despite a relatively uniform treatment  provided by Gulu Support the Children Organisation (GUSCO) and other organisations such world Vision to the FAPs, studies conducted by a number of agencies as well as individuals, show disparities in adjustments of the formerly abducted persons. That is to say, it is puzzling that the reintegration levels remain intermittent among the formerly abducted persons, even when, besides being rendered similar assistances and reinserted in a similar situation such as camps settings with similar socio economic environment. In this research I explore how far the formerly abducted persons have reintegrated in the community, and more so, the reasons behind the success or failure. In other words, why some victims have adjusted fairly well, and others have not. 
1.3
Relevance/justification

Since the 1970s, about 50 DDR processes have been documented (Muggah 2006), and as long as conflict continue to rage, Reintegration will continue to draw a substantial amount of funding requirement and a relevant topic in development and intellectual debates. Where as a number of studies related to reintegration of formerly abducted persons have been conducted in Northern Uganda, most of them have focused primarily on why such progammes have failed, with a clear mark on inefficiency and ineffectiveness of service delivery by stakeholders.

This research seeks to add a new dimension to the debate of social reintegration by looking at the circumstances surrounding the formerly abducted persons at an individual level. By stressing the micro level context I will contribute to a more critical attention to the victims of abductions by making visible their individual scars which tend to get lost in the broader dimension of the so called unfavourable socio-economic environment in the aftermath of conflict.
1.4
Research Objectives/Research Question

1.4.1
Research Objective
To establish the reasons/explanations/factors behind the state of reintegration of different formerly abducted persons through GUSCO in Gulu District, Northern Uganda.

1.4.2
Main Question

How far have the formerly abducted persons reintegrated into the community?

1.4.3
Sub Questions

· What framework do the community in Northern Uganda use to assess the success of reintegration
· What is the level of success of reintegration in Northern Uganda?
· Who are those considered to be successfully reintegrated?
Chapter 2: Conceptual Framework
This section discusses how the research was approached, and how it is connected to the subject of inquiry, in a coherent manner. I have discussed the academic debates surrounding the subject of reintegration. I have highlighted to a reasonable extent how the majority of academic researches and debates have concentrated mainly around the efficacy of reintegration programmes. Departing from the mainstream debates, I expounded my line of argument on the view that the formerly abducted persons, who are the main character in this paper, are active agents, whose potentials and the micro level circumstances should not be undermined in programmes aimed at improving their conditions, an approach akin to that employed by Humphreys and Weinstein in Sierra Leone in 2007 (Humphreys and Weinstein 2007) 

2.1
Reintegration of Persons Associated with Fighting Forces – the Perspectives of Academics and Policy Makers
Social or community Reintegration
 is a concept closely linked to the wider framework of the Demobilization, Disarmament and Reintegration (DDR), usually implemented by the United Nations in the broader context of peace support operations and post conflict reconstruction. It is a development trajectory which has been enthusiastically taken up by the Multilateral and bilateral organizations such as the United Nations and the World Bank, especially after the 1990s. Of all the 50 documented DDR programmes since the 1970s, all, except 5 were implemented during the 1990s (Muggah 2006). This apparently shows that the DDR is relatively a new programme. 

In places where it (DDR) has been put into practice, the duration of implementation has been on average 4 to 5 years, with key components such as demobilization, disarmament of armed forces, reinsertion, social reintegration, special interventions for repatriation of foreign ex combatants and programmes for vulnerable groups such as those affected by HIV/AIDS (Ibid). The basis for such programmes has hinged on the perception by multinational organisation that by meaningfully incorporating  the former abducted persons who were fighters in the process of development, the prospects of reverting back to the old conflict or starting a new one would be minimized (Humphreys and Weinstein 2007: 531). In other words, the aim of a DDR is achieving a sustainable peace, as it forms the most “visible element of peace agreement” (Knight and Ã–Zerdem 2004: 501). The implication here is that, under such circumstances, the DDR is supposed to be implemented after cessation of hostilities between warring parties. However, because of the negative consequences of conflict, the wait for the so called cessation of hostilities sometimes becomes an impractical option. In the midst of conflict, pragmatic actors have often played roles which are of similar nature as the DDR. In most societies, there exist both formal and informal mechanisms that offer systems of cover during conflicts. These mechanisms are put in place by agents who have a pragmatic view about the world, i.e. doing the best that can be done, even when the solutions to such problems are not necessarily related to the causes, as has been witnessed in Mozambique (Mãƒâ¡Usse et al. 1999: 1). It is this type of drive that has also been witnessed in the case of Northern Uganda, where local actors took active roles in providing safety nets to those affected by conflict. It is important however to indicate that the kind of programmes such as that implemented in Northern Uganda during conflict is different from the ‘formal’ DDR programmes, but with similar principles and relatively ambitious objectives as that of the broad DDR (Tim and Mareike 2006: 4). 
Reviewing a number of the literatures related to social reintegration and the broader programme of the DDR, one is struck by a nearly contemptuous critique of the programme wherever it has been attempted. The few success stories have mainly been showcased in donor and agencies meetings, conferences and reports, for a relatively obvious reason – that of justifying funding. The rest of the debates have revolved around failure or unsuccessfulness of the programmes. The languages used have differed but the key issues explaining such failures have been ineffectiveness and inefficiency in the delivery of such programmes. Below I look at some academic papers and researches which almost by default present the unsuccessful cases;
Like many social programmes implemented by multi and bilateral organizations, the DDR has been criticized for having not delivered its intended objectives. According to Muggah (2006), he argued that there was no consensus among aid agencies on what the DDR was supposed to achieve, consequently breeding the possibility of negative impetus for peace. The absence of a common target by aid agencies constituted a recipe for unhealthy competition, as a consequence, undermining the efforts of one another. In such a set-up no success story would be shared, thus not replicated. Each agency followed its philosophy, jealously protected and religiously propagated it to respective partners. That kind of practice gave rise to pessimistic views of the overall exercise of the DDR, with some claiming that no positive changes could be derived from the entire process (Ibid).

Another example can be taken from the work of Jonah in Sierra Leone (Jonah 2008: 15) on the relationship between social capita and reintegration. He emphasized that where as in many cases reviews of the DDR programmes focused on the quantifiable indicators such as the number of ex combatants or formerly abducted persons demobilized and disarmed, little attention was placed on social capital, i.e. how much trust and acceptance did the community offer to the former fighters or abductees. In his paper he argued that for the success of reintegration, there should be an emphasis on building social capital, by stressing equal treatment between former fighters and the rest of the community when delivering any form of assistance. Again here one is able to deduce that the emphasis is on the role of the agencies concerned with the delivery of the reintegration services.

Taking the work of Honwana on reintegration of youth, it again centred on the programming side. She (Honwana) put up questions such as; ‘what resources are available to facilitate their transition into normal life? What are the strengths and limitations of the programs put in place to support them?’ Clearly these were questions intended to challenge the way the programmes were organized. In what came out as her recommendation, she stressed that, ‘rehabilitation and social reintegration of youth affected by armed conflict should go hand- in-hand with larger strategies of social development and poverty eradication’. What one can immediately figure out from here is that for the programmes which have been unsuccessful, they may not have given due consideration to the strategy of social development and poverty eradication by the agencies concerned (Honwana 2006: 20).

Probably a more interesting study has been in the case of former combatants in Sierra Leone, by Humphreys and Weinstein. It concluded that those who benefited from the DDR were not any better than those who never went through such programmes (Humphreys and Weinstein 2007: 563). This kind of argument is indicative of a different epistemological stand, a rather different way of looking at things. Humphreys and Weinstein based their argument on a study formed on a different hypothesis, i.e. they looked at the individuals themselves, rather than focusing on the programmes per se.
Although I value their approach (Humphreys and Weinstein), I have room for argument in respect of their conclusion which permeates the idea of an impact-less DDR programme. In situations which is characterized by widespread deprivation and acute animosity on the ex combatants for the perceived crimes they might have committed during conflict, social reintegration programmes are quite necessary to act as a bridge and a soft landing ground for the victims. Addressing of physical health problems, emotional disturbances and changed social patterns of lives carried home by former abductees or ex combatants, in an environment that enforces self respect and promotes self determination, is an important step towards recovery of the affected individuals (Jareg and Redd 1995).

The contention in the current debate which has tended to pin down effectiveness or ineffectiveness to be the reason behind success or failure of social reintegration is very much characteristic of northern Uganda. Matters are made worse given that most of the social reintegration programmes in Northern Uganda have been implemented in the framework of projects, specifically, the logical framework approach, or what Gasper called the ‘lock frames, whereby programme learning and adaptation are blocked’ (Gasper and Instituto De Estudios 1999: 21). Conclusions or recommendations from such evaluations or researches have pointed toward towards adoption of better strategies, on the grounds that such programmes have had weaknesses in their implementation, or could have been implemented in a non supportive environment. For example, a study conducted by Tim and Mareike in Northern Uganda, recommended that the government of Uganda pursue peace to ensure security before reintegration programmes can be implemented (Tim and Mareike 2006: 65). Another study conducted by Jeannie and others emphasized the need for creating employment opportunities for youth if their social reintegration is to be realized (Jeannie et al. 2007: 8). The evaluation conducted on the work of GUSCO by a team of consultants from Save the Children Norway, focused on effectiveness of programmes (Jareg et al. 2004: 9). 

The point of departure in my research is that I considered the formerly abducted persons as active agents or participants, influenced by both the wider and smaller environment of the family or the community. I shifted my focus away from the regular donor/agency perception of ‘target groups’ or ‘beneficiaries’ or passive recipients. The entire exercise has been guided by simple assumptions such as; being a male or female could make a difference in process of reintegration’ reinsertion in the urban or rural area may affect reintegration of FAPs differently, etc.
2.2
Methodological Design

This section explains the concrete and realistic plan of actions undertaken to collect authentic data from the field. It takes into account the methodology, methods, tools and challenges that emerged in the field, including the analysis of data. 

2.2.1
Methodology

Considering the topic of investigation, the broad approach that I adopted was a case study, supported by reviews of a considerable number of relevant literatures as detailed in the reference section. A considerable range of both qualitative and quantitative methods, grounded in the theories of positivism and constructivism were applied. Positivism as an epistemological stand means that knowledge is always available, only waiting to be extracted by interviewers. Therefore, by applying standard tools which reduce on the margin of subjectivity and the influence of the researchers, one is likely to extract accurate knowledge. Constructivism on the other hand assumes that knowledge is constructed through the interaction between the interviewer(s) and the interviewee(s) (Kvale and Brinkmann 2009: 48). Both these assumptions were important for the study because of the distinct advantages they present. My research relied on relatively small population which allowed for an indebt inquiry in a qualitative sense. Where as the quantitative approach generated concrete statistical patterns and figures the qualitative approach gave meanings and explanations behind the statistics. 
2.2.2
Methods 

The main methods for the research included survey and focus group discussions. The research started off with a review of GUSCO data base to determine the formerly abducted persons to participate in the survey. 

A technique of random sampling was applied to a data set of 3118 formerly abducted person to select respondents for the survey. Given the time space for the research and the logistics, 150 respondents, representing 4.8% of the total population from 5 different categories of formerly abducted persons, namely; young mothers, children born in captivity, young boys, young girls and adult males were randomly selected. Weights were given to each category basing on the percentage they constituted within the database. Basing on the actual number of each category in the sample corresponding to the actual number in the database, 1 out of every 20 FAPs for each category were selected. Figure 1 below indicates the actual number and the fractions (percentage) they represent in the database:



Table 1: Sample population selected

	 
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Adult
	3
	             2.0 
	             2.0 
	2

	Born in Captivity
	4
	             2.7 
	             2.7 
	          4.67 

	Formerly Abducted Boy
	82
	          54.7 
	          54.7 
	        59.33 

	Formerly Abducted Girl
	58
	          38.7 
	          38.7 
	        98.00 

	Young Mother
	3
	             2.0 
	             2.0 
	      100.00 

	Total
	150
	100
	100
	 


Generated from GUSCO Database (2003 – 2008)
2.2.3
Data Gathering
There were four phases of data gathering; the first
 was a discussion with the different groups (FAPs, community members and staff of GUSCO) using focus group discussion on how they understood and applied the concept of reintegration, and what they thought should constitute a successful reintegration. The indicators were then used in the questionnaire to ascertain the level of reintegration of the FAPs (see questionnaire in appendix 1)
The second
 phase of the interview focused on conducting the survey for the 150 selected respondents. Data gathered from this survey was then entered into an excel sheet and preliminary analysis conducted.
The third
 phase of the interview engaged the organizations staff, i.e. staff of GUSCO, or the social workers, a sample of community members in Gulu district and the victims or formerly abducted persons to make reflections using the respective indicators on the general state of reintegration among the FAPs in Gulu. To eliminate the element of bias, the statistical result was not communicated to the group.
Finally
, 2 key informants were interviewed giving mainly the technical aspects of the subject matter, and filling in what was identified as gaps in the other interviews.
2.2.4
Data Processing and Analysis
For the survey, data was recorded on the questionnaire forms and transferred to excel spreadsheet for statistical analysis and interpretation. A technique of quantitative data analysis of both categorical and continuous variables was employed for the statistical part, with the help of statistical package for social scientist (SPPS) computer programme.

For the focus group discussions and key informant interviews, data was recorded on electronic device, transcribed on computer and manually analyzed.
2.2.5
Limitation of the Research
During the fieldwork, I was able to conduct a survey covering only 125 formerly abducted children, making a shortfall of 25 persons. That was due to the fact that those who had been selected were living in other far off districts that my team could not reach, given the logistics at hand. Technically, the shortfall distorted the sample in that other categories (young mothers, children born in captivity and adult males) became so few to allow for a reasonable generalisation.  

Chapter 3: Contextualizing Reintegration of FAPs in Northern Uganda 
3.1
Who are the Formerly Abducted Persons?

In the context of Northern Uganda, the formerly abducted persons are those who were abducted by the rebels and forced to fight against the government of Uganda, but later returned home, either through escape, rescue or release (Borzello 2007: 388). The Lords Resistant Army has targeted mainly the children for recruitment, for the reason that they can easily be brainwashed to follow their rules. Like Doom and Vlassenroot rightly pointed; ‘thousands of youngsters, both male and female, have been abducted, with spontaneous adhesion to the LRA being only minor. In 1997, a report by the US group Human Rights Watch estimated the number of those abducted during the last 36 months at approximately 8,000. The reason for this is clearly that these young people are thought to be the nucleus of a new Acholi identity. They are supposed to be a blank sheet of paper that may be filled in with Kony's commandments’ (Doom and Vlassenroot 1999: 25). Above all, these (children) would find it difficult to escape from captivity. While most of the children were abducted primarily to participate in armed forces and slave labour, a few females were taken for the purpose of serving the rebel commanders as sex slaves (Akhavan 2005: 407). 
It is widely known in Northern Uganda that joining the ranks of the Lords Resistant army has been through force, however there are some literature which indicate that some people might have joined willingly (Tim and Mareike 2006). Although the formerly abducted persons were involved in fighting the army while in captivity, on return they were welcomed by government and the civil society. Some of them reported to the government army, others used other government structures such as the local council to gain access to amnesty certificate, while nearly a half went home directly (Annan and Brier: 2).
According to Jareg, she notes that formerly abducted persons return with a number of problems, such as  the so called post traumatic stress, anti social behaviour and above all, the inability to smoothly fit into the formal education (Jareg and Redd 1995: 4). Given the fact that they were frequently exposed to numerous traumatic experiences, some of the formerly abducted persons in Northern Uganda developed post traumatic stress disorder, leading to disturbed functioning in their normal social lives. In northern Uganda, ‘according to a study conducted by Derluyn, Broekaert, Schuyten, and De Temmerman in 2004 using a sample of 71 former formerly abducted persons, 97% developed posttraumatic stress reactions. This study, although was pinned down on ground of sampling by McKay and Wessells, points towards the scale of distress in this sample’ (Betancourt et al.: 2). The victims further returned with learnt militaristic behaviours adopted while in captivity, posing substantial difficulties in their interactions with the community members where they returned. Depending on the length of duration in captivity, some returned when they were already over aged for the classes they had previously attended before abduction, leading to difficulties in rejoining formal schooling. For the females, some returned with young babies born out of the relationship with rebel commanders. These categories (young mothers) carry a daunting challenge of meeting a man after captivity, on an apparent reason that they have already been “defiled” by the rebels (W.A. Human Rights and Human Rights Watch Children's Rights 1997: 50). More problems associated with the females have been the incidence of sexually transmitted diseases. Indeed some of them have been diagnosed with sexually transmitted diseases on arrival from captivity (W. Human Rights 2003: 14) 
3.2
 Socio – Economic Environment into which the FAPs were reinserted in Gulu

Reasonably, Northern Uganda has experienced widespread poverty due to continuous insecurity. “While the national poverty level stands at about 38%, for the north the regional average stands at 64%, with Pader, one of the Northern districts, worst hit by poverty at 75%” (Elijah 2008: 5). This simplistic and inconspicuous indication of poverty incidence  depicted by the conventional poverty line approach, as argued by Saith (Saith 2005: 4601) was just besides the real situation, as more acute problems associated with human functioning was prevalent at record levels in Northern Uganda before 2008. The conditions in the IDP camps, in what Jan Egeland, the United Nations Under Secretary General in 2003 described as the “most forgotten, neglected humanitarian crisis in the world” (Oxfam 2008: 5)  was characterized by acute levels of infant and child mortality rates, well above emergency threshold, widespread prevalence of killer diseases such as AIDS and Malaria, and limited supply of basic needs (Uganda. Ministry Of and World Health 2005).
3.2
The role of Uganda government in reintegration

Like many developing countries, Uganda has been moving along the path of sustainable development and in so doing; poverty has incessantly been an impediment. In 1997, the country (Uganda) conducted a participatory poverty assessment and the outcome of the study was the Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP) (Wordofa 2004: 71-72). The plan which was later accepted by World Bank and the IMF as a funding requirement took strong note of the ‘multi dimensional nature of poverty,’ emphasizing that ‘different categories of the poor experienced poverty differently depending on the social, economic and political conditions. To deal with poverty thus required taking into account specific policy responses’ (Ibid). Among the Acholi people of Northern Uganda for example, the problem of conflict and abductions were critical to poverty. Reintegration of formerly abducted persons at the national level is therefore grounded in the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRSP), or what is commonly referred to in Uganda as Poverty Eradication Action Plan. 

The need for sustainable peace constitutes a possible incentive for many conflict beleaguered countries to undertake the task reintegration of former abductees. The government of Uganda might have genuinely feared that those associated with armed forces in Northern Uganda if not properly facilitated to transform into civilian lives could easily provide a readily available pile of individuals for recruitment, hence a continuation of the conflict. The need for reintegration in this case thus relates to what Boyce referred to as immediate cost of peace (Boyce 1995: 1).

At the International level, the Uganda government has ratified most of United Nations treaties relating to issues of Human rights ('1988 Report of the Standing Committee on the status of international agreements relating to activities in outer space' 1989: 88). Of particular importance with regards to the topic of reintegration in Northern Uganda is the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child, which Uganda among other countries adopted in 1990 (Harris-Short 2003: 134). The optional protocol which came into force in 2002 further strengthened the UNCRC. It required ‘that state members limit the recruitment of children under the age of 18 for armed conflict and to provide children who have participated in armed conflict with appropriate physical and psychological rehabilitation.’ (Blanchfield and Library of Congress. Congressional Research: 4).

The Uganda government found itself having failed in its obligation of protecting the children, including adults from being forcefully recruited into any form of armed forces, generating a sentiment of responsibility to make up for its initial  failures. The anguish of the victims who were dragged by the rebels into disheartening bush experiences by no faults of their own might have rightly tainted a damaging stain on the collective conscience of Ugandans. In addition, the military option had failed to end the conflict which had run for long time, and the frustration  pushed a section of religious and cultural leaders from Northern Uganda to voice the need for absolution (Hovil et al. 2005: 6). A call to exonerate the fighting forces later resulted into the Amnesty Act 2000, providing for the pardoning of ‘all Ugandans engaged or engaging in acts of rebellion against the Government of Uganda (GoU) since 26th January 1986
’ (Ibid: 4). Along with the Amnesty act came the Amnesty commission
 tasked with the responsibility of reintegrating the FAPs ( (Hovil et al. 2005: 7).

The Amnesty commission which came late (nearly 11 years after the conflict started in 1987) did some ‘papering over the cracks’, as evidenced by its rather modest achievement. For example, only 25% of reporters (FAPs) had applied for, received the Amnesty certificate, or even heard of the Amnesty Commission by 2006 (Tim and Mareike 2006: 37). The reason for this petty performance as pointed by Tim and Mareike (2006) was related information gaps to the FAPs regarding the role of the Amnesty.

Despite a clear strategy to implement reintegration programmes, the scale of operation by the Government of Uganda has been reticent in caparison to those of the NGOs (Christopher and Jeannie 2008: 9), also published in Muggah, 2008 (Muggah and Ebooks). Indeed even before the Amnesty Commission was established under the Amnesty Act 2000, many NGOs were already operating reception centres to provide psychosocial assistance to the FAPs, for example, GUSCO was established in 1994 
 ADDIN EN.CITE 
(Pham et al. 2007: 35)
. In what can be seen as efforts towards creating an enabling environment for the FAPs to reintegrate properly in the community after the reception centre, the NGOs engaged in strengthening the capacity of the vulnerable groups, including FAPs with skills based trainings (Omona and Matheson 1998: 442).
3.3
The Choice of GUSCO as a Case Study

Founded in 1994, GUSCO is based in Gulu, one of the Northern districts of Uganda. It has been reinserting the FAPs mainly within the district, although a few relocated to other neighbouring districts at times of intensified upheavals by the rebels. The choice of GUSCO as a case study organisation hinged on two aspects; first my experience of having worked with the organisation (GUSCO) was in itself strength as it would be relatively be easy to establish contacts with the FAPs who had passed through GUSCO reception centre. Given the fact that I was not engaging in evaluation of the organisation’s programmes, I would be free from the temptation of biases. Secondly my home district happens to be in Gulu, the very place that GUSCO is based. Proximity to the bulk of the FAPs and logistics would therefore be eased.
      Although the organization had  3118 formerly abducted persons recorded on its database at the time of my interview, it had resettled more than 6000 in the community according to a consultancy report by Jareg (Jareg et al. 2004). A possible reason for this disparity in number could be that some data may not have been fed into the database. 

Chapter 4:
The Meaning of Reintegration as used in Gulu, Northern Uganda
4.1
Introduction

This chapter is a part of the findings, and explains the way the word (reintegration) is understood and used in the context of Gulu, Northern Uganda by the community, victims and the social workers, particularly those from GUSCO. It also provides details how one can meaningfully engage in the assessment of the extent of reintegration of the FAPs through the use of a framework developed during the interview with respondents or what is referred to as indicators of a successful reintegration. 

4.2
Defining Reintegration
“Roco Kwo pa jo ma kwo gi obale ki lweny”, an expression in the luo
 language, literally translated as renewal of the lives of those whose lives have been ruined by war, is how the community, victims and the social workers understood and applied the word reintegration in Northern Uganda. In one of the responses a FAP said:

I was abducted against my own will. Now that I have returned, I need to join school and live like any other person [1st Interview]
The expression above emphasized the need for one to be able to get back to the life one had been living before abduction. Further, it was apparent that the word was to a great extent connected to war and not any other calamity. A community member explaining the word reintegration pointed out that:

This was a war we the adults started. It is the role of the community to ensure that those returning from captivity are helped to cope up with life and live a normal life as if they had not been abducted by the rebels. [1st Interview] 

This “narrow” perception of reintegration as a jargon only related to war is understandable in light of the fact that in the last 20 years, the only major disaster in Northern Uganda that preoccupied people has been war.  Where as in other areas, reintegration has been associated with other disasters such tsunami, earthquakes, land slides, diseases etc. However the conceptualization of a return to normalcy is near perfect, as it is consistent with most of the literatures. Whether in the case of diseases or other disasters, the concept reintegration bear a relationship to wellbeing, for example, in their analysis of reintegration as a proxy to quality of life, Wood-Dauphinee and Williams argued that ‘reintegration to normal living could be defined as the reorganization of physical, psychological, and social characteristics of an individual into a harmonious whole so that one can resume well-adjusted living after an incapacitating illness or trauma’ (Wood-Dauphinee and Williams 1987: 492).
The main issue that should be highlighted is the emphasis of the group on normal functioning of the FAPs, i.e. on return from captivity, the victims should function as much as their counterparts who have not been abducted. But even if reintegration emphasizes the normal functioning of the FAPs, how does one assess the level of functionality of this group; Is there a clear boarder line that shows those normally functioning? What if one was not functioning before his or her abduction; should it be taken as an unsuccessful case of reintegration? To answer the latter question first, one ought to take into account a review of the situation of an individual victim before and after abduction. The answer to the former question is what I now turn to in the following paragraph;
Unlike the monetary poverty line concept, Reintegration is a fluid concept that does not have a clear cut off point to separate those considered to be successfully reintegrated and those who have not. There are however indicators, which depend a great deal on what a particular community regard as important in the lives of such persons considered to be recovering from a disaster such as involvement in conflict. Yet even within a particular community these indicators differ across different groups. My discussion with the social workers, the community members and the FAPs in 2 separate focus groups in Gulu, Northern Uganda, during a field work, yielded some ideas on how one would engage in the analysis of the state of reintegration of formerly abducted persons, but with different emphasis by different groups on which indicator is most important. In a brainstorming session, the respondents mentioned that for a person to be considered as reintegrating well in the community, he or she:

should go back to school, should be able to get employment, should access medical services, should get married, must not be discriminated, should not be verbally abused, should have rights to land and other family resources, should be given skills training, should cure of “mental” illness, should pay taxes, should be involved in community activities and must be punished like any other person if he or she commits a crime. [1st Interview]
From the responses above a framework was constructed and became a basis upon which the success of reintegration of the FAPs was measured. The framework of indicators comprised of four main issues; formal or non formal education, community acceptance, good health and access to livelihood opportunities that would enable one meet the basics according to the standard of the society. But even while the indicators were compacted into only four main categories, the complexity still remained as it was extremely difficult to order by way of importance. Different groups attached different magnitude of importance to different indicators because what is important to one person is not necessarily as important to another. Secondly some of the FAPs may be happy without certain indicators, for example, one could be happy without formal or not formal education if such a person was satisfied with all the other indicators. 

The question that can be asked is whether the contrasting opinions about the rating attached to indicators render the indicators useless? That may not be the case but rather should caution any analyst to be careful when making any conclusion about the extent of reintegration of a FAP in Gulu Northern Uganda, as the indicators could vary from one individual victim to another, but at the same time the indicators are important in presenting the general picture of the group. In the following lines, I explore each indicator;
4.2.1
Formal or Non Formal education  

According to the group interviewed, a person who had been abducted should be able to return to formal school in a classroom setting, especially if such a person was attending school before abduction. A community member pointed out that:

Let those who can still go back class go because education is the most important thing and that is the only way their future can be secured. Going to school helps them to drop bad habits and learn good things through their friends. When they begin to attend schools, they can at least start to talk to their friends and learn how to interact. In a matter of days they will begin to do good things. [1st Interview]
For those who came back and were unable to rejoin formal schooling as a result of being over age, it was in the view of the community that such groups ‘should be facilitated to take up the option of Non formal education such as apprenticeship training to equip them with relevant skills for job accesses’. 

The responses presented above underscored the importance of education in the life of a formerly abducted person. The key point that one can infer from the statements is that where as education is viewed by the community as a way of securing a future, it is also thought to help the victims (FAPs) to open up and be accepted by their peers. As Maclure and Denov assert; ‘in post-war contexts, education is widely regarded as essential not only for civic reconciliation, but also as a key force for gender equity’(Maclure and Denov 2009: 612). Although Maclure and Denov were concerned with gender, they equally emphasized the aspect of socialization.
4.2.2
Community Acceptance

The focus group pointed that a good relationship between the FAPs and their families, the community and peers counts a lot in his or her normal functioning. A FAP noted that:

The key to our success is acceptance. Once the community accepts us, we succeed in everything that we do. In schools, if your friends call you names, you can not concentrate. [1st Interview]  

The good relationship between the FAPs and the community according to the respondents could be enhanced by ‘incorporating all categories irrespective of their background into informal groups thus making the FAPs share their experiences in an interactive and open atmosphere with their peers’. Equally, the community pointed out in the interview that the involvement of FAPs in political activities such as participation in voting exercises was a positive signal of reintegration.
But while it appeared clear to the community and other stakeholders that the FAPs were victims, there was a sense that preferential treatment for the FAPs could be a source of tension. During interviews, respondents noted that NGOs and the government should consider equal treatment for both the victims and the community at large because all were affected by the war, hence there was no need to set a separate standard for the victims.
Such a sentiment clearly showed the negative way the society perceived any services rendered to a particular group of people. The critical question here is; if the community is aware that the FAPs were mere victims who had been denied the right to protection by the government, why would they be concerned about equal treatment? Where as equal treatment could be understandable in terms of the law and taxation, provision of the same range of good and services, such as free apprenticeship training, resettlement packages raises issues of underlying problems, which may be responsible for shaping such kinds of attitudes. Northern Uganda is a place that has been economically disadvantaged as a result of the war. Poverty is at its worst. It is possible that the minimum provision given to the FAPs is well beyond the standard of the rest of the community members, which can create some elements of tension between the FAPs and the community members (Tim and Mareike 2006: 11) In this case then it would be important for the government to meaningfully compensate the victims, while at the same time taking care of the general welfare of the other members as well (Jeannie et al. 2007: 2).

Conceivably another striking point in one of the responses was the aspect of the FAPs participating in voting activities. It pointed to the fact that acceptance should be at a reasonable level that would allow the FAPs to participate both at the grass roots activities and the higher civic functions to permit for meaningful representation of interests. The aspect of voting would as well eliminate the sensation of being cheated with regards to major decisions within political activities. If the FAPs feel disheartened of the outcomes of major decisions in matters that affect them, it might infuse the idea of a continued violence in one way or the other, as argued by Stephen Stedman in his article (Atlas and Licklider 1999: 36).

4.2.3
Good Health
The respondents pointed that the formerly abducted persons returned with complicated injuries, sexually transmitted diseases and other infections, and therefore recovery from such illnesses constituted an optimistic mark of reintegration. In a passionate tone, a community member said:

They have been walking in rough roads, in the dark, in the forests, in the jungle. They have been eating wild fruits, wild leaves, and wild plants. They have taken contaminated water. Our girls have been sleeping with men the age of their fathers. When they come they need cleansing, proper treatment and for us if a returnee attains good health and cleansed of the evil spirits, it is very important. [1st Interview]
What is key in the above account is the emphasis on healing; that is recovery from the various elements of physical and psychological imbalances. According to Derluyn (2004) and Mckay and Maurana (2004), as cited by Mckay, ‘more than a decade ago in Mozambique, and more recently in Sierra Leone, children were returning from time spent with fighting forces, especially rebel factions, regardless of whether they reintegrate within rural or urban communities, they return with memories of terror and day- to-day suffering (Derluyn et al. 2004). ‘Many fare poorly, and face dismal futures. The residue of past hardships is evidenced in fragile bodies and minds, which experience persistent pain from injuries, physical deformities, and diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, and parasites’ (Mckay 2004: 20). It is healing from such poor health that the community in Northern Uganda consider essential to reintegration.
4.2.4
Livelihood Opportunities

“Yoo me kwo” is a translation of livelihood in the luo language, meaning means of survival. This is not far from the definition of livelihood by Chambers and Conway as comprising the capabilities, assets and activities required for a means of living (Bhandari and Grant 2007: 18). To the community in Gulu, it mattered that on return from captivity it was of utmost importance that the FAPs were productively occupied with an activity that would ensure their daily survival, more so in a manner that did not contravene the norms of society, as depicted by a statement from one of the respondents:
When they (FAPs) return from the bush, they should be able to find a way of getting food, buying their clothes, paying their rents and going to the hospital. For us we have enough land and the returnees can have more than enough when they use the land. We do not want them to continue robbing people like they did from the bush; we do not want them to think of going back to the bush; we do not want the girls and young mothers who returned to resort to prostitution and beggars. [1st Interview]
A particularly striking point from the response was the distinction between an acceptable means of livelihood and those which are not, for example; robbing and prostitution were not considered as options to be taken by the FAPs. 

A secure livelihood is viewed by the community in Gulu as motivation to abandon rebellion, and if that was not settled, the possibility of the FAPs misusing the guns would be grand, a situation comparable to many other post - conflict zones. In the case of Liberia, ‘There was hardly any doubt that after six years of unpredictable existence, the majority of armed rebels would only lay down their arms provided they were assured of a more promising lifestyle. That meant the only viable option was the creation of alternative means of survival and a viable programme of rehabilitation and social integration’(Sesay 1996: 406-407).
For a community that is just recovering from the aftermath of a full scale war, it is quite difficult to emphasize the livelihood of one particular group such as the formerly abducted persons, as the whole community might still recovering from a breakdown of societal mechanisms of survival. However the members in the group discussion stressed that the livelihood of the victims should be relatively at par with that of the general community. For example, if the community were living on relief hand out, it should also be the case that formerly abducted persons live on hand outs too. 
Reflecting on all the indicators, one important lesson that one could draw from the views expressed by the respondents is the divergence in opinion on which indicator mattered most. While the social workers highly rated education, the FAPs placed more emphasis on acceptance. Certainly these two groups have different experiences and aspirations. The social workers may have never experienced life in the bush and are more concerned with development. Their perceptions may be shaped by the common visions of society such as the millennium development goals, the universal primary education campaign, the rights of the child; that tend to influence them to view things in terms of societal progress. On the other hand, the FAPs have experienced violence at a much higher level. The impact of the violence in their lives has created distance between them and society. To them, being accepted gives the confidence to engage in other activities, and as such it becomes more important. Accordingly, all the indicators are potentially ‘the most important’ depending on where one stands and what problem one faces. For example, we could think of livelihood opportunity as being the most important because when one has a secure means of livelihood, he or she is able to go to school, have better treatment and may as well be able to easily interact among members of the community. On the other hand one could say that health is the most important because when one is healthy, he or she is able to go to school, and be able to engage in economic activities that can sustain his or her life. 

But a deeper analysis of this divergence in opinion about the importance attached to each indicator only highlights the limited choices that the society in general may be facing – that of a break down in services and limited resources as a consequence of the war.  These aspects of functioning represent indicators of welfare in such a society and would rather be satisfied in totality. The four indicators in the context of Northern Uganda can approximately represent what Sen called a set of capabilities that enables individuals to live a valued life and enhance the realization of their full potentials. (Laderchi et al. 2003: 254). One should note that  Sen didn’t spell out a complete list of what should be contained within the capabilities, and according to Alkire, that was deliberately done to leave room for different communities to define their own sets (Alkire 2002: 10). Taking the case of this war affected community of Northern Uganda; one could argue that the outcomes contained in their welfare basket include educated community with reasonable level of literacy, decent works and a healthy society that has the freedom of association.   

Further more, the indicators prescribed to measure reintegration of FAPs can be related to social protection that aims to realize improved welfare for the community. In a review of case studies on decent work and living conditions in low-income urban settlements, Frota pointed that: ‘social protection, through a combination of diverse instruments and its different insurance, redistribution, anti-poverty and human capital-enhancing functions, offers triggers and ladders to upgrading workers from the informal economy. It helps to improve and secure workers’ well being and simultaneously contributes to sustaining and expanding local economies’ (Frota 2008: 204) Where as Luis was concerned about workers, his assertion is relevant to the situations of any individual in a sense that social protection if well implemented permits one to achieve a decent standard of living.

In as much as the ideal situation is for the FAPs to achieve all the different aspects of functionality, it is important to realize that reintegration as in the case Gulu, Northern Uganda, is a process; meaning, not all the indicators may be achieved at the same time. Where as for the FAPs it is the ultimate goal to achieve education, a decent means of livelihood, good health and acceptance by the community, nevertheless, each of them is a step towards complete recovery as pointed out by a social worker:

For us when we go out to follow up the FAPs, we are happy to see that they are at least moving towards achieving education, their health is improving, they have something to eat and wear and the community have no complains about them. We know that these things can not all be got at once, but any positive steps towards getting there is a gratification for our work. It only becomes a disappointment when there is a breakdown in their progress for example when they drop out from school. [1st Interview]
In a study carried out for the case of ex combatants in Ethiopia, the authors noted that ‘full reintegration is likely to be a slow process based on a few welfare indicators which may at least show whether the ex-soldiers managed to obtain living standards comparable with others in their communities’ (Dercon and Ayalew 1998: 1667). The welfare indicators constructed for the case of ex combatants in Ethiopia may be different from the indicators developed in the study of FAPs in Northern Uganda but yet serve the same purpose – measuring the success of reintegration. 

4.3
Extent of Reintegration of FAPs in Northern Uganda
4.3.1 Introduction 

This sub chapter explains how far the FAPs have fared against the indicators discussed above. Basing on a survey of FAPs who passed through GUSCO reception centre, I statistically estimate the extent of reintegration. 

One immediate question that comes to mind is; where is the starting point in carrying out the estimate of such a concept like reintegration? What should be clear is that am not engaging in the exercise of determining individuals moving from point A to B, but rather estimate how many FAPs are conforming to the standards defined by the society in which they live. The second part of this chapter discusses why some FAPs have been able to live a valued life, while others have not.

As far as the baseline is concerned, the starting point is from a point of disrupted functioning. According to community members, they noted that it is a hard thing to recover because even if you were abducted for only one day, you will have lost apparently everything. For example, your education will have been disrupted, or worse still your job lost. 
This means in any attempt to assess the extent of reintegration of the FAPs one has to start from the point of a disrupted normal life.
4.3.2
Estimating the Success of Reintegration 
Figure 1: Performance of FAPs in Relation to a Combination of Indicators

[image: image1.png]Percent

Number of Indicators achieved by FAP

a0

2

104

a0

b1 60% 575%]
1 2 3 H

Number of Indicators achieved by FAP





Generated from the survey of FAPs on the level of their reintegration
In a general sense, only 18.4% of the sample satisfied all four indicators, 21.6% satisfied 3 indicators, 11.2% satisfied 2 indicators and majority 44.8% satisfied only one indicator and worse of all, 4% satisfied no indicator. From the analysis, one can say that slightly over 1/4 of the FAPs through GUSCO have done well in terms of reintegration because they do well in terms of all the indicators of reintegration. 32.8% find themselves in the progress line, as they meet at least 2 or 3 indicators. On the other side, majority forming nearly half (those who satisfy only one or no indicator at all) can be said to be doing poorly. 

But even when one looks at this aggregated result, there may probably be a concern over the quality of each of the indicators. For example; what level of health has been attained by the FAP, is the education undertaken by the FAP able to generate a good level of literacy? These are questions that can be answered by reflecting on some of the common comments made by the respondents (FAPs) on the way they felt about the indicators they had so far attained, and how they perceived the future. Starting from the top, one striking comment made by one of those who had attained all the four indicators was:

At the moment I can say am okay. My parents and relatives have really supported me. The little wounds on my legs have all healed…and I can go to school. I am sure of something to eat, as long as my family has food on that day. The rest I leave it to God. If I have malaria, I know that anyone here can have it. I consider such as general problems…..and they are not mine alone. Everywhere in this world these problems exist. [2nd Interview – Survey]
The above narrative reflects a very strong positive attitude and a realistic expression of what it means to reintegrate in the community, which does not necessarily mean total comfort but getting to normally interact with the community, contributing in the day to day activities and meeting the daily challenges as well.

For another respondent who had satisfied only two indicators (Community acceptance and livelihood) noted that:

I can put food on fire (cook) for my children….my children are not abused when they play any more by other children. Those are encouraging for me. I know my chest will heal with time as I am receiving treatment. [2nd Interview – Survey]
Here one is drawn to the fact that two or three indicators achieved can be important to the FAP, because it is a sign of progress in his or her life of adjustment.

However it is a different perspective for the categories who had met only one indicator, for example, one who was apparently disabled (blind) expressed fear for the future. He noted that it has been difficult for him all through since he returned back from captivity. Despite the fact that he had been given some skills training in weaving by an NGO, he had found it difficult to make money because he did not have anyone to help him sell the products.

The above, and others who even failed to meet a single indicator present a state of a possible breakdown which require special approach; one which take into account the type of vulnerability one faces, how long such a person should be supported and not necessarily the general cover provided by NGOs under what is referred to as reintegration programme for FAPs. 

4.3.3 Who are the most and least successful in terms of Reintegration among the FAPs in Northern Uganda?

In the analysis that follows, I focus on the role of factors that have influences on the state of reintegration of the FAPs, i.e. what characteristics do those who meet each number of indicators have. For purpose of clear illustration I focus on the two extremes; that is the case of those who have achieved all the four indicators versus the case of those who have only managed one or nothing at all.

 Table 2: Factors that Influence Reintegration of FAPs
	
	Parentage
	Place of Resettlement
	Responsibility held in captivity
	Physical ability Status

	
	At least one parent alive
	Orphan
	Original Home
	New Home
	Those who never held ranks
	Those who held ranks
	Able bodied
	Disabled persons

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Those who met 4 Indicators
	91.3%
	8.7%
	73.9%
	26.1%
	100%
	0%
	91.3%
	8.7%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Those who met 2 or 3 Indicators
	78%
	22%
	53.7%
	46.3%
	92.7%
	7.3%
	95.1%
	4.9%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Those who met 1 Indicator
	78.6%
	21.6%
	48.2%
	51.8%
	80.4%
	19.6%
	69.6%
	30.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Those who met no Indicator at all
	60%
	40%
	0%
	100%
	20%
	80%
	80%
	20%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Generated from survey of FAPs on the level of their reintegration

From table 2 above, it is clear that majority of those who met all the four indicators have their parents alive, were resettled in their original homes, never held ranks or any position of responsibility while in captivity and are able bodied. The bulk of those meeting only one or no indicator at all are orphans, those resettled in new homes, those who previously held positions of responsibility in captivity, and the disabled. Therefore by implication one can argue that is easier to cope for a FAP who has parents than those without parents. Equally, it is relatively simpler to adjust for those reunited in their original homes compared to those who found themselves in new homes. The disabled are as well disadvantaged compared to those physically fit. Those who held ranks in captivity find themselves in the most difficult situations, as none of them appear among those who happen to achieve all the four indicators of reintegration.
Are the findings associated with the trend in the table 2 any elements of surprise? Isn’t it usually the case that orphans do not have the best of care in a societal setting that does not have enough facilities for vulnerable groups? Don’t the disabled persons have as much difficulties in meeting their needs in a society that have limited opportunities for such categories? Where as the answers to the questions put forward may partly be ‘yes’, one ought to realize the extra challenges that the FAPs face. A formerly abducted person who comes back home to find his/her parents dead is not the same as an orphan who never went to captivity. In one of the studies carried out to establish the level of PTSD in FAPs in Northern Uganda, it was determined that ‘the availability of a parent, and certainly of the mother, could be a protective factor against stress reactions in adverse situations happening to children. Although there was no significant difference between girls and boys in PTSD, there are indications that the death of the mother has more negative consequences for girls than for boys’ (Derluyn et al. 2004: 862). This means the FAP require more support than his or her counterpart who has not been abducted, both physical and emotional. 
For the disabled person, he or she faces an uphill challenge of stigma from 2 fronts, one of being a former ‘rebel’ and the other, though on a milder scale, as a disabled:

One day I heard a man saying that, yes let him suffer because he deserves it. He was busy killing people in the bush and now his sin has caught up with him. At this point I went home and thought about it for two days. [3rd Interview]
 One FAP in the category of the disabled pointed that it was always a feeling by some people that he was paying for his ‘sins’ whenever he would ask for help.
Exploring the situation of those who held positions of responsibilities while in captivity, one is struck by their dismal performances in terms of the indicators developed. In the table above, no one among those who met all the four indicators held any rank in captivity. This means it is harder for someone who held any position in captivity to reintegrate than any other person. For such a circumstance there can be so many questions to ask; who are these groups? Why is it hard for them to adjust? During the interview, a social worker pointed out that such categories are the ones who took long in captivity:

Before one is entrusted by the rebels with any responsibility, he or she should have been there for long. He needs to have shown loyalty to the orders of the commanders and because the requirement is a long duration of time, most of them come back when they are relatively older. Again majority of them tend to join the forces when they return. [3rd Interview]
While the social workers claimed that those who held ranks in captivity were disadvantaged by the fact that they took long in captivity, it is important to note that the community members during the group discussion had a more severe animosity on those who held ranks in captivity in the sense that they (former high ranking rebels) were held responsible for most of the atrocities which had been committed during the conflict:
These commanders who are returning were responsible for raping our daughters, burning our huts and killing people. They do not come out voluntarily but only when they have no option. For me I feel they should face justice, otherwise I do not feel happy about them. – said a community member. [3rd Interview]
The grudge element means that they (those who held ranks) are not fully accepted, consequentially limiting their level of participation in most of the activities. 

During the study however, it was difficult to exhaustively understand all the details surrounding the lives of former high ranking rebels for the reason that there existed limited contact with them. The social workers who had limited contact through their wives pointed that: 
It is difficult for us to tell whether they are doing well or not because most of them are in the army. We only get to meet their wives and children who at one time were at the reception centre and majority of them are doing well. Their families are relatively better because they have monthly salaries. They can afford to send their children to schools and pay rents. The only problem is that it is difficult for them to mix freely with the community members because they are held accountable for the ills committed in the villages and camps by the rebels [3rd Interview]

What can be said of this group is that, where is it is true that they are relatively better in terms of income, the mere fact that they are cut off from the community signals an insecure status of their well being, as the whole of their families could be in danger when exposed. They continue to live in apparent fear of their surroundings. It could turn extremely difficult for them, should they retire at any one moment. 
In Sierra Leone, having developed an appropriate set of indicators of reintegration for the former fighters, it was found ‘that across most measures, higher ranking officers in the various military factions encounter more severe problems in reintegration’ because it was relatively difficult for them to gain acceptance by the community and that they strongly rejected most democratic processes (Humphreys and Weinstein 2007: 547). 
Resettlement of the FAPs either in the original home or new home can influence reintegration positively or negatively as depicted by table 2. In the survey those who satisfied all the four indicators and were resettled in their original homes noted that they received traditional cleansing ceremonies
, had rights to land – the main source of livelihood among the community in Gulu, and were protected from insults by other community members.  These founding supports present the FAPs with a priceless momentum for reintegration. On the other hand, according to the social workers, majority of those resettled in new homes find themselves ‘serving as domestic workers with no chance of education’. Others face the responsibility of ‘heading families at a young age’, posing an extra burden for recovery from other equally difficult loads of problems associated with abductions.
4.3.4 Does duration in captivity make a difference?
When I explored the possible impact of duration in captivity on the recovery process of the FAPs I found an interesting trend which indicates that majority of those who have been able to satisfy all the four conditions of reintegration were those who took relatively a shorter time in captivity, most of them (82.6%) having taken 2 years or less. While for those who satisfied only one condition or none at all, more than half (50.8%) had taken 5 or more years in captivity. This means that duration in captivity has a negative impact on the wellbeing of the victims.
Figure 2: Impact of Duration in Captivity on Reintegration of FAPs
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Generated from the survey of FAPs on the level of reintegration
What this graph (figure 2) does tell us is that the more time a person takes in captivity, the more difficult it is for him or her to reintegrate, and vice versa. This is fair enough for common sense, that captivity life is a place that ruins people’s lives and the more time you take there, the more your life is ruined. But is it all about common sense? What do the social workers, the community members and the victims themselves say? During a focus group discussion, a social worker explained that life in captivity disorients a victim from the usual trend of life:

In captivity, the formerly abducted persons are subjected to an up and down movement without rest. They lose the normal routine in life, and it is difficult to re establish such a routine for someone who has taken long than for some one who has only taken a short time due to the variation in the extent of the normal pattern of life. [3rd Interview]
From an experiential view point, the FAPs noted that one becomes habituated with the life in captivity and the longer one takes in the captivity the harder it would be to address the habituation:
In captivity, one gets used to the style of life there and the more time you take, the more you begin to like it. When you finally develop a liking for that kind of life, it is harder for you to get it off. [3rd Interview]
But are these reasons such as those above adequate to explain such a vivid trend in reintegration? Turning to a psychologist as a key informant she explained that:

Time in captivity makes a difference because a person is affected depending on the number of traumatic events one has been exposed to. The more time one takes in captivity the number of traumatic events increases and the impact is quite greater. The possibility of persons who have witnessed multiple traumatic events to develop post traumatic stress disorder is greater. Post traumatic stress leads to interference in normal functioning, such as avoidance of stimuli related to the traumatic events, recurrent and intrusive recollections of events including images and persistent symptoms of increased arousal. For such persons it is extremely difficult to concentrate in class, or any other productive activities that can sustain their lives. Sometimes the community looks at them as crazy people, and that affects their acceptance. [4th Interview]
This alternative explanation of time dimension of captivity is grounded on theory of trauma  (Summerfield 1991: 163) a perspective related to a psychological disorder, which permeates in the social realm of an individual life, breading undesirable outcomes for the victims. 

4.3.4 Are there differences in the level of reintegration with respect to gender and location of reinsertion (rural and urban)

This study was based on key assumptions, i.e. the success of reintegration of an individual was assumed to vary whether one was a male or female; reinserted either in the rural or urban area. When I considered each factor (gender, location a) against each indicator, I could not find any resultant differences of significance. This means reintegration is neutral in terms of gender as also indicated by Corbin (Corbin 2008: 15) and location (urban or rural) 
In the case of Gender, although the males did better in terms of all the indicators, the differences were insignificant to warrant any insinuation that males do better than male (refer to appendix 2). Considering location of reinsertion, where as there were far notable differences, it was not consistent for one location (urban or rural). For example, those resettled in the urban areas did better than those resettled in the rural areas in terms of formal or non formal education, while those resettled in the rural area performed better that those in the urban area with respect to all the other indicators (Livelihood Opportunities, Good Health and Community Acceptance) (refer to appendix 3)
4.4 Performance of FAPs with respect to each Indicator of Reintegration
4.4.1 Introduction
Having looked at the indicators at the aggregate level, I now turn to the specific indicators within the overall framework. Although it makes little sense to consider the indicators as stand alone, it is important to look at which one has been relatively easy for the FAPs to achieve, as well as the one which proved hardest to achieve. The discussion is augmented by some key narratives used by the FAPs to explain why they felt they had not attained the indicators in question, as well as views of the community members on each of the indicators.
Figure 3: Performance of FAPs with respect to each Indicator of Reintegration
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Generated from the survey of FAPs on the level of their reintegration
Figure 3 above shows that more FAPs felt accepted by the community (62.4%), while the worst performance was in the area of livelihood (38.8%). Below I examine each indicator at length;
4.4.2 Performance with respect to Community Acceptance
The best performance statistically was in line with community acceptance of the formerly abducted persons. 62.4% said they were accepted by the community. Whereas the percentage is relatively higher than for all the other indicators, it is still low because it means the remaining percentage of 37.6 felt unaccepted by the community. A view expressed by one member of the community during a focus group discussion can shade more light:

When my child came back from the bush in 1993, people called him all the bad names. He could not study because the other children would refer to him as a rebel, until I took him to study in another district. But today it is different. People no longer treat them badly because nearly every household has been affected. At least there is a member who has been abducted and if you call your neighbour’s son names, you are only inviting for trouble because you may also have someone who has been abducted. [3rd Interview]
The impression created here is that people have an obligation to treat the FAPs well in order to avoid a bad treatment of their own relatives if ever they get abducted. This kind of give-and-take gesture even though had helped to reduce stigma and enhanced acceptance, it could have probably been a potential flaw because if one did not have their relatives abducted, there were possibilities of them being inconsiderate to the FAPs.

While it appeared all right with respect to acceptance from some section of the community, people differed in their opinions. It was noted during the discussion that some people sympathized with the FAPs though others still nursed elements of bad feelings towards them:

If I forgive, it does not mean that the same offence should be committed again and again. These people (FAPs) should learn how to live among us. We do not want them to carry the bad habits from the bush back home; otherwise they can provoke and remind people of the past. [3rd Interview]
 A few didn’t care about what they went through in captivity and instead called on them (FAPs) to adjust to the norms of society as soon as possible and to avoid provocations and reminding people of what they might have done.
The implication of such a views is that some people still looked at the FAPs as those who perpetuated atrocities and their home coming as an impending element of disorder in society.

From another section one critical factor that made the community embrace the FAPs was the initiative at the local level to protect those who returned from captivity. From the discussion, it was evident that there was a mechanism in place to punish those who disrespected the FAPs in one way or the other, as noted by one FAP:

At one time a man referred to me as a “dwog cen paco” (returnee) and I took him to our local councillor and he was fined and warned not to abuse me or any one who returned from captivity. [3rd Interview]
By instituting a mechanism to protect the FAPs against the brunt of stigmatization, one can get a sense that the community is committed to the protection of the FAPs. What appear to be insults and animosity towards the FAPs are isolated cases and may not reflect the general behaviour of the people, as there is no credible evidence to suggest that the FAPs have been denied services or their rights on the basis of FAPs. Certainly some people may feel bad about them depending on how they have been affected by the conflict, for example, those whose relatives might have been presumably killed by the rebels may not have the same feelings as those who may not have been directly affected in such ways. In a nutshell the attitudes of the individual community members are partly shaped by how they might have been affected by the conflict.

4.4.3 Performance with respect to Livelihood
Livelihood as an indicator presents a dreary picture of the state of reintegration, i.e. 38.8% for those who agree that they had a decent means of livelihood according to the standard of the community the lived in, meaning 61.2% were below those with a decent livelihood. The poor state of livelihood was linked to the restricted lives in the IDPs. During the interview the community members revealed that their economic potentials had been curtailed by the activities of the rebels and as a result most of them were relegated to survive on hand outs from NGOs.
Undeniably, the general socio economic situation in Northern Uganda posed a substantial burden on the potentials of everyone to be economically productive. Interestingly the percentage of those below the poverty line in Northern Uganda – 64% (Elijah 2008: 5) is nearly equal to those who did badly in terms of livelihood (61.2%) among the FAPs. However this should not detract anyone from the very basis of this study as was noted earlier - most of the FAPs had been given similar treatment from the reception centre and reunited in a similar setting in the IDPs. Where as it is true that the general performance may have been bad, there is a need to find out why some have done well in terms of livelihood while others have done poorly given the fact that most of them (FAPs ) were within the same socio economic environment.

During the survey, when a female respondent was asked why she said her livelihood was okay, she pointed out that she was engaged in “awaro” – local language for petty trade: 
When I got home from the reception centre, the staff in GUSCO invited me for training on business. After that I was given a start up capital of Uganda Shilling 300,000. My father added Uganda shillings 200,000 to make 500,000 Uganda shillings which I used to start up a business on charcoal. Up till now I am able to send my two nursery children to school, pay all our hospital bills, including food and rent. I have also managed to buy a plot and have some money in my bank account. [2nd Interview – Survey]
Another FAP on the same question as posed to the previous respondent noted that his father who was a teacher at a primary school within the IDP camps gave him all the support he needed. 

Yet for another who felt her livelihood was in the ruin lamented:

When I was given training and a start up loan, I started a good business and everything was going on well. Unfortunately I got into a relationship with a man who started controlling my movements. He would get all the money from me telling me that he was just keeping it, until I ran out of capital. When I asked him, he said I was a mere woman and because most of my relatives were dead, I didn’t have any one to support me. Now as I talk am not okay. I can not meet my needs and my children can not even go to school. [2nd Interview]
Where as it was noted earlier that getting married, or getting involved into a relationship by a FAP was a positive sign of reintegration, here one is introduced into a whole new perspective. It suggests that it would probably be better for one to live an independent life so that one is able to take decisions that affect his or her life. Perhaps at this point it is too early to make a conclusion as it is only one case of a raw deal in a relationship, and more so for only one sex. But certainly it is an interesting scenario that could be investigated further.

Most importantly however, one realizes that with initial command over resources or endowments, ones capacity to earn income and provide for his or her living is widened (Khan 1984: 314) .The narratives provided by the respondents highlighted the point that capital is an essential element in strengthening endowment and increasing productivity, as a few who fared well in terms of livelihood confirmed of having access to some form of a start up capital. However in its dominant role, capital in the case of the FAPs was matched with other aspects, ostensibly quite peculiar to the other typical factors of production. The point stressed by the three respondents was the role of the family and in particular support of the parents. In one case the parent was able to supplement the capital and in another case the parent was able to fend for his all the needs. For the unsuccessful case, the respondent complained that she didn’t have relatives. It can be speculated that such a person may not be having her parents; otherwise she would probably seek support from them. 

4.4.4 Performance with respect to Good Health
55.2% of the FAPs noted that they had good health.  According to the social workers, most of the health problems of the FAPs were related to what they had contracted from captivity. In her explanation, a social worker pointed out that:

For us the most serious problem is the recurrence of injuries from captivity particularly when such an injury had been deemed healed by the doctor when such a person was still at the reception centre. We are also weary of those who begin to develop AIDS when they join the community. These are the issues that give us real challenge. [3rd Interview]
The view of the social workers was indeed consistent with most of the health problems presented during the survey, as majority of the FAPs linked much of their health problems to ailments that had origins from captivity, for example; fractures, bullet wounds, sexually transmitted diseases and other chronic health conditions which had been contracted and intensified from captivity as a result of limited or no medicine and medical attention.
The community members however seem far more worried about what they called “contamination’ of their children. There was emphasis during the interview by the community members on cleansing and proper treatment as the FAPs were viewed by some as a defiled lot. In deed there was tone of fear that the FAPs had carried incurable diseases which could affect the entire population if not urgently attended.
The perceptions of the social workers, the community members and the FAPs tend to mute the problem of access to health services in Northern Uganda, a picture that pushes underneath the insufficient health related services as indicated in a study on health and mortality survey in Northern Uganda (Uganda. Ministry Of and World Health 2005). In deed this was clearly evidenced from one FAP who still noted that his health was good yet he was at that moment recovering from malaria. According to him, that (malaria) was a simple challenge that would soon be rid off. He was happy that he no longer had day visions as had been before and that his knees which had been injured by a bullet during his escape had healed.

4.4.5 Performance with respect to education
52% of the FAPs in the survey satisfied the criteria for formal or non formal education. Given that majority of the FAPs were abducted while still children and had attended some education as reflected by Ehrenreich in her study sample ,(Ehrenreich 1998: 90), by comparison to the national pupils enrolment rate of 91.4% and 95.3% for girls and boys respectively according to the World Bank report of 2008 (Chapman et al.: 78), it poses a substantial puzzle as to where the remaining 48% end up. The reason for the limited enrolment of FAPs as indicated during the interview is that; there are those who came back at an age that could not enable them rejoin the classes they had left at the time of abduction. Another reason is; some of them (FAP) who had the willingness to rejoin could not get financial support and a few were affected by both stigma and psychological distress as expressed by one FAP:

When I rejoined school, whenever I would look at the teacher, I remembered a man who was killed using a panga at the time of my abduction. This made me shout and the other pupils would run away from class. I was advised by the teacher to stay at home until I got well. [3rd Interview]
The other concern for education as pointed out during the interview was an issue relating to the quality provided, either formal or non formal. It was observed that the children who dropped out at the primary level could not even read and write properly. A similar dilemma was noted for those who pursued vocational skills training. Accordingly majority were unable to attain gainful employment as a result of poor quality training. 
The unease with quality, especially that of formal education is linked to the general problems that affect the universal primary education sector in Uganda. As pointed by Nishimura, ‘UPE policy has large positive impacts on the completion rates of primary education up to the fifth grade for female students but only up to fourth grade for male students, and the sizes of the impacts are larger for female students than male students.’ (Nishimura et al. 2008: 169). Yet for a pupil in the primary school in Uganda, to be able to attain the necessary literacy level, one needs to complete the entire primary education which stops at grade seven. Thus the community member might be right in pointing out the FAPs who drop out can not even read and write.
Chapter 5:
Conclusion
In this paper, I have been able to focus on 4 main issues: 1) the meaning of the reintegration as understood by the community members in Northern Uganda, practitioners and the FAPs; 2) the framework for measuring reintegration as constructed within the context of Northern Uganda; 3) the factors affecting the progress of reintegration of an individual FAP; and 4) the challenges facing the FAPs at an individual level.

The reason for exploring what and how much local knowledge existed on the overall subject of reintegration was necessary in as much as it would situate the study in the local context and draw some analysis between the conventional knowledge of social reintegration and the local perspectives. 
The paper clearly demonstrated how reintegration as a concept was richly constructed by the community in Northern Uganda to include a broad range of issues that entailed normal functioning of the FAPs once they returned from captivity. The emphases by those interviewed were consistent on what the community valued; such as education, good health, community acceptance and a decent livelihood. These valued aspects of well being emphasised by the community constituted a framework upon which the success of reintegration was measured. Even when such a framework may not have incorporated all the essential indicators of reintegration, the results produced pointed to an approximate yet crucial picture of the level of performance of FAPs. Given that the study was only limited to Gulu and drawing only a small sample, it could still be built upon to develop a wider framework to cover the whole country.
I have further endeavoured to analyse the dynamics that affect the reintegration of the individual FAPs at a personal and within the family sphere. I have explained the importance of the family support network in the recovery process of a FAP. In fact the family in this case is placed as the core of support in society, consistent with what Corbin called  the most fragile system in the social ecology, that must compensate for the human and material resources destroyed at the community and societal levels (Corbin 2008: 16). It thus makes it important, as a starting point to reinsert a FAP in his or her original home other than looking for an alternative home. Another factor which has been shown to pose an impediment to reintegration of a FAP was the element of one having held a position of responsibility while in captivity. Further, the paper showed that the time spent in captivity had both social and psychological consequences for the victims, such that those who took long were more disadvantaged than the others who took relatively a shorter time. These factors at an individual level are often diluted or overshadowed by the usual focus on the overall socio economic environment. As in the case of Sierra Leone, ‘the burden of rebuilding a shattered economic, social and political infrastructure was daunting enough’ (Faulkner 2001: 500). By highlighting the dynamics within the individual victim, I contribute in shading light on possibilities that some FAPs could still remain without full reintegration even when the socio – economic environment becomes favourable.
A number of challenges that the FAPs go through were pointed, for example; some incidences of stigmatisation, lack of scholastic materials, school fees etc. However the interesting aspect with the FAPs was that even when they noted the challenges, they did so with utmost objectivity, for example, one FAP who said he felt accepted by the community also mentioned that he faced a few incidences of insults, but that he considered those as isolated cases and not the general feeling of the community. Besides he noted that he did not experience any deliberate attempt by the community to alienate him in any activity, for as long as he had the interest in participation. Many pointed out that they faced the challenge of school fees, but acknowledged that many other persons who were not abducted were also experiencing the same. What this kind of analysis by the victims does tell us is that reintegration is return to normal functioning, which could only meaningfully be defined by the community and the victims themselves. It is about being useful and productive to society, even when the standard of that community might fall below the national or international standard.

The paper pointed towards what could be of interest and form a basis of research. It was noted during a discussion with respondents that marriage or other relationship related to marriage would constitute a positive mark of reintegration, but in one incident, the formerly abducted person (female) who got herself into a relationship expressed dissatisfaction with her state of reintegration. Given the fact that only one such case arose, it becomes difficult to make a generalised concussion, but certainly points to an important aspect of a research area.

In a nutshell, one could say that external environment can only present one with an opportunity but the ability to utilise that opportunity and turn it into an advantage depends on ones internal capacity - which unfortunately  is a deficient element in majority of the FAPs. Thus even if the socio – economic environment in Northern Uganda improves, it might be doubted whether the percentage of the FAPs deemed to be successfully would significantly increase given their unique circumstances.
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APPENDIX 1: Questionnaire Guide 
1ST INTERVIEW GUIDE:

Semi structured interview guide for a focus group discussion on the topic of reintegration:

1. What does the term reintegration refer to in Northern Uganda?

2. Is there any other meaning of reintegration apart from the way it is used and understood in Northern Uganda?

3. Who are the people said to be reintegrating?

4. Why do they need to reintegrate?

5. Where are they reintegrating?

6. How do people know that one is successfully reintegrating?
2ND INTERVIEW GUIDE (SURVEY)
1. Name (Optional):
2. Sex:
Male ‫⁮⁮⁮⁮⁮⁭⁮⁮⁮⁯
Female ⁯

3. Age:

4. category of FAC:
Born in captivity ⁯
Young mothers ⁯
Formerly abducted boy ⁯
Formerly abducted girl ⁯
Adults □
5. Year of abduction:

6. Year of Escape/Release/Rescue:

7. Duration in captivity (Months):

8. Duration at home (Months):

9. Current Location:
Urban ⁯
Rural ⁯

10. County:

11. Sub county:

12. Parish:

13. Village:

14. living with:
Parents ⁯
Relatives ⁯
Non Relatives ⁯
Living with spouse □
15. Living in:
Original home ⁯
New home ⁯

Institutions □
16. Indicators of Reintegration:
Education formal or non formal, Yes⁯ No □
17. Why Yes or No-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
18. 


decent source of livelihood according to the standard of the  Yes ⁯ No ⁮

19. Why Yes or No-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

20. community Yes ⁭ No ⁯
21. Why Yes or No-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
22. 

good health Yes ⁮ No ⁯
23. Why Yes or No-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
24. 

acceptance by the community Yes ⁭ No ⁮
25. Why Yes or No-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
26. Number of indicators met by the FAP 1 ⁯ 
 2 ⁭ 

 3 ⁮

  4⁯ 

       27. Comment on the number of indicators met-----------------------------------------------    ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
28. Major challenges – 3 in order of severity  (later in the qualitative interview, we find out whether it is unique or different from the general problems faced by the rest of the community)-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------
29. Status of parents: Both parents alive⁯

One parent alive ⁯

Both parents dead ⁯
 
30. The living parent is:
Mother  □
Father □

31. Did the FAP hold any rank or position of influence in captivity 
Yes □

No □

32. Is the FAP disabled? 

Yes □

No □

33. Is the FAP Optimistic about the overall process of his/her reintegration
Yes □

No □

3RD INTERVIEW GUIDE:
3rd Interview Guide (Note that the second interview was a survey)

1. How do people perceive the performance of the FAPs in view of the four indicators of reintegration (community acceptance, Formal or Non Formal Education, Livelihood opportunities and Good Health) among the FAPs in Gulu?

2. What were the reasons for such views about the performance of FAPs?

4TH INTERVIEW GUIDE:

1. How do you understand and apply reintegration in your work with formerly abducted persons?
2. Is there any specific framework that you use for assessing the extent of reintegration of a FAP?

3. What is your understanding of the concept of trauma?

4. How does it impact on someone’s lives and under what circumstances?
APPENDIX 2: Graph Showing Performance of the Respective Gender (Male and Female) with Respect to the 4 Indicators of Reintegration
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APPENDIX 3: Performance of FAPs Reinserted in Urban or Rural Area with Respect to the 4 Indicators of Reintegration
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� LRA which means the Lord’s Resistance Army is a rebel group formed in 1987 to fight the government of Uganda. Its operation is mainly concentrated in Northern Uganda and has had a relatively permanent base in Southern Sudan. It employs mainly a tactic of hit and run, i.e. they (rebels) frequently hit civilian population and occasionally the government army within Northern Uganda and escape to their base in Southern Sudan. They are notorious for lootings, committing atrocities and replenishing their force through the abductions of the civilians, particularly the children.


� NRA in full means the National Resistance Army were a group of rebels under the command of Yoweri Museveni who fought the government of Milton Obote and General Tito Okello in Uganda from 1981 to 1986 when it seized power from the latter.


� The UNLA which means the Uganda National Liberation Army was the military arm of the Uganda National Liberation Front which was formed by exiled Ugandans during the 1970s in Tanzania and later fought alongside the Tanzanian Army to topple Idi Amin in 1979. Amin was considered to be a dictator. This Army (UNLA) later became the national army of Uganda, until 1986, when it was again overthrown by the NRA in 1986.


� The reason why the conflict has concentrated in Northern Uganda is because the bulk of the UNLA came from the Northern region of the country and after they were overthrown, the remnants formed into smaller groups to fight the force that dispossessed them.


� The Sudanese government supported the LRA, a rebel group as a counter for the Ugandan government allegedly supporting the SPLA (Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army) fighting against the government of Sudan.


� In northern Uganda, like any other part of the country, there are a number of community structures which perform key roles with respect to different aspects of community welfare, for example; health, social well being, conflict resolution. All these are components to community development, which fit into the decentralized government structure. 


� . In its daily usage, reintegration means; to return to well adjusted functioning after a major disturbance in ones life. The word is usually applied to situations of individuals who become victims of disasters, either man made or natural. In the case of conflict, it refers to restoring the life of those who were affected, to return to a normal life, relatively close to the life before the occurrence of the conflict.


� The first interview was conducted on 7th July 2009 at GUSCO reception centre, Gulu, with a group of 10 people comprising 4 social workers (2 males, 2 females) 3 community members (2 males, 1 female) and 3 FAPs (1 male, 2 females). 


� After defining reintegration and constructing a simple framework for measuring the success of reintegration together with the persons who have been directly affected by the war, a survey covering 125 FAPs was carried out from 13th July – 10th August 2009. 10 social workers from GUSCO, each following approximately 12 FAPs were involved in following up selected FAPs in their respective places of residence. The survey questionnaires were characterised by “yes” and ‘no’ questions particularly on whether the respondents met the indicators. These questions based on the subjective feelings of the FAPs were augmented by their own narrative reflections, particularly probing why they said they were either on the ‘yes’ or ‘no’ side


� The third interview was conducted on 18th August at GUSCO reception centre again with a group of 10 people comprising 4 social workers (2 males, 2 females) 3 community members (2 males, 1 female) and 3 FAPs (1 male, 2 females).


� The fourth and final interview was with the programme coordinator of GUSCO, conducted on 22nd of August 2009 and an e mail interview with a foreign psychologist who had worked in Gulu for more than 2 years in the field of trauma counselling and research. 


� The year 1986 was when the government of Uganda, headed by President Yoweri Museveni came to power


� The role of the Amnesty Commission Uganda is to convince those who have taken up arms against the government of Uganda to denounce rebellion and to help reintegrate those who have returned.


� Luo is the dominant language spoken by the Acholi tribe in Gulu district of Northern Uganda.


� Traditional cleansing ceremony in Acholi is a way of welcoming an individual who has been missing for long and undergone bad experiences. This kind of practice may psychological set the mind of such a victim at rest even when he or she may have committed atrocities while in captivity, thus becoming an important foundation in the process of reintegration.
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