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Generational Perspectives: Navigating Racism and White Innocence in the Dutch National
Football Team, 1960-2000

ABSTRACT

This project examines players of postcolonial descent in the Dutch men’s football team.
There has been an absence in academic literature on how these players narrate their
experiences of racism. Starting with the first generation in the 1960s, this project explores
how narratives on racism within the Dutch national team evolved across different
generations. This project argues that white innocence significantly influences how players of
postcolonial descent express their experiences, and it examines various forms of white
innocence. In addition, this project examines various forms of racism, to indicate how player
from a postcolonial background narrates their experiences of racism in the Dutch national
team. Therefore, the research question addressed is: ‘How did players in the Dutch national
football team, who are or were (children of) colonial and postcolonial migrants, narrate
their experiences of racism in the media and in biographies from the 1960s to the 2000s?".
This project employs both a newspaper approach and a biographical approach to analyse
forms of racism and white innocence. Additionally, it uses two case studies per timeframe to
demonstrate how an incident surrounding racism was being dealt with at the time. The
evidence used in this analysis demonstrates a development in how these players addressed
racism, and how the newspapers and biographies reported on racism. Initially, it was
handled individually in the first generation, but gradually shifted toward companionship
among players of postcolonial descent in later generations. The main finding is that racism
and various forms of racism and white innocence were evidently present throughout the
second half of the 20th century. The Dutch football organisation KNVB, and the Dutch
media, which repeatedly asserted limited action against racism, played a role in shaping
perceptions. Consequently, the final generation, despite their achievements in Dutch
football, still feels underappreciated in the Netherlands.

KEYWORDS: Racism, Postcolonialism, Sports, White Innocence, Racial Colour-blindness,
Racial Discrimination, Postcolonial Migration, Tolerance.
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1 Introduction

On March 14, 2022, preceding the Football World Championships in Qatar later that
year, numerous countries initiated a worldwide campaign, making a statement in favour of
uniting people against discrimination.! This campaign was named the One Love Campaign,
in which countries like Belgium, Denmark, England, and others participated.? Due to the
illegal status of homosexuality and the persecution of LGBT+ people in Qatar, the
campaign’s aspect of LGBT+ rights gained a lot of attention, causing the other aspects, such
as anti-racism, to receive less attention. In the Netherlands, the One Love Campaign was
initiated at the beginning of the 2020 football season and partially took form as a response to
racist incidents in Dutch football, but also still condemned all other forms of discrimination.?
The inclusion of racism in the One Love Campaign, shows the importance of making a
stance against racism in contemporary football. In the 1960s, when the first postcolonial
player emerged in the Dutch football scene, could they also expect this response from
national and international football associations such as KNVB or UEFA?

In the past hundred years, the landscape of football regarding the issue of racism
made significant progress. While there is academic interest in racism in football, studies
addressing racism from the viewpoint of national teams, particularly in the Dutch context,
are still virtually absent. This project focuses on players from the Dutch national football
team because in previous research, this has been underexposed. The aim of this research
paper is to fill in this gap, whereby the main objective is to explain how postcolonial football
players dealt with racism, thus emphasising the player's perspective. The postcolonial era, a
field that emerged in the 1960s, has been chosen as a starting point for this research. The
choice for this selection is explained by the rise of multiple nationalities within the Dutch
national football team dating back to the 1960s. The main focus here is on players that were
or are (children of) colonial and postcolonial migrants, who were involved in racist incidents
during their careers in the Dutch national football team. Therefore, the research mostly
focuses on former Dutch colonies like Suriname or the Dutch Antilles. No distinction is
made between these players; the primary aim is to examine the experiences of racism from
the perspectives of those with a postcolonial background. Other non-Dutch players in the

Dutch national team, such as Moroccan players, have not been selected because they do not

! “Oranje Spreekt Zich Met OneLove-Campagne Uit Vo6r Verbinding En Tegen Discriminatie,” accessed February 5,
2024, https://www .knvb.nl/nicuws/themas/sportiviteit-respect/65997/oranje-spreekt-zich-met-onelove-campagne-uit-voor.
2 Ibid.

3 “Voetbalsupporters kunnen discriminatie melden via anti-racisme-app,” February 8, 2021, https://nos.nl/artikel/2367819-
voetbalsupporters-kunnen-discriminatie-melden-via-anti-racisme-app.
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fit into the postcolonial category. However, it is important to note that this does not imply
that these players did not experience or endure racism in their careers.

The main research question of this project is: ‘How did players in the Dutch national
football team that are or were (children of) colonial and postcolonial migrants narrate their
experiences of racism in the media and in biographies (1960s-2000s)?’. Further explanations
of this research question and additional sub-questions are discussed in the section ‘Research

Questions’.

1.1 Innovation

1.1.1 Introduction

Football is the most watched and practiced sport on earth.* This can magnify the
experience of racism and broaden the impact. The passion and toxicity in football (fan)
culture has also been written about extensively in academic literature.> Even in other team
sports such as volleyball or handball, reports of ‘problematic,” ‘toxic’, or ‘racist’ fans are
much less frequent. Arguably, this could be because football is such a big sport, and because
of the fan culture. Adding to this, footballers are mobile, and their skills are globally wanted,
arguably more wanted than other sports athletes.® In other sports, like swimming, fans tend
to be much calmer and less outspoken. Altogether, this emphasizes the importance of not
only initiating anti-discrimination campaigns in football but also pursuing academic research
on this topic. Furthermore, the approach of this research is considered innovative. In
academic research, there have been studies looking at media representation, and newspaper
analysis. This research uses both newspaper, and biographies to examine how these players
narrate their experiences of racism, which is also considered an innovation to this academic

discourse.

1.1.2 Social relevancy

The societal relevance lies in raising awareness about racism in Dutch society. The
Mulier institute, a social science sports research institute in the Netherlands, conducted

research in 2021 after polling 118 pros from the Dutch Eredivisie and Keuken Kampioen

4 Nico van Horn and Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek, “Het gelijkspel van de sport: van elitebezigheid tot algemeen
cultuurgoed,” Index : feiten en cijfers over onze samenleving, 1999, 31.

3 Steve Redhead, ““We’Re Not Racist, We Only Hate Mancs’: Post-Subculture and Football Fandom,” in The Ashgate
Research Companion to Fan Cultures (Routledge, 2014), 290.

% Gijs van Campenhout, Jacco van Sterkenburg, and Gijsbert Oonk, “Who Counts as a Migrant Footballer? A Critical
Reflection and Alternative Approach to Migrant Football Players on National Teams at the World Cup, 1930-2018,” The
International Journal of the History of Sport 35, no. 11 (July 24, 2018): 1073,
https://doi.org/10.1080/09523367.2019.1581769.
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Divisie.” The results indicated that four in ten professional footballers in the Netherlands say
racism and other forms of discrimination occur regularly in professional football.® 14% have
experienced it themselves. Among players with a migration background, that proportion is
25%.° Thus, discrimination and racism in football culture are important issues that deserve
attention. Football, as the biggest sport in the world, reaches great amounts of people,
wherein numerous people in contemporary time still deal with racism and discriminations.
This is grounded in my personal experiences of Dutch football. Without delving too deeply
into my encounters, as a young man of African descent, I have experienced racism both on
and off the pitch. This project helps raise awareness and to address these issues. Football has
enormous influence and reaches a wide audience, making it a powerful tool to bring about

change.

1.1.3 Scientific relevancy

Furthermore, the approach of this research is considered innovative. Since, this
research fills a gap in the literature, with an innovative way of doing research. Which
contributes to the academic debates. The scientific relevancy of this research is based on
academic history writings. Racism and football have been examined, especially in English
cases. Recently, more studies have been published on the topic, even discussing this in the
context of the Netherlands. Most relevant, for instance, is the article published by Jacco van
Sterkenburg and Gijs van Campenhout. This was a study that focused on media
representation, meaning they studied the audience reception and the commentary, and they
linked it to race and ethnicity. They also examined migrant footballers in national teams.
What has been missing in the Dutch history writings, is the history writing of these colonial
and postcolonial migrants and how racism developed throughout each generation, and how
the response towards racism changed. The perspective of the players themselves are taken

into account.

7 “Vier Op de Tien Spelers in Nederland Zien Discriminatie in Betaald Voetbal | Voetbal | NU.NI,” accessed June 21, 2024,
https://www.nu.nl/voetbal/6150958/vier-op-de-tien-spelers-in-nederland-zien-discriminatie-in-betaald-

voetbal.html?referrer=https%3A%2F%2F copilot.microsoft.com%2F.
8 Ibid.
9 Ibid.
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1.2 Theoretical Concepts
1.2.1 White Innocence

To explore unique aspects of postcolonial history in the context of the Netherlands,
this project makes use the theoretical concept ‘White Innocence’ by Gloria Wekker. This
concept delves into the fact that people from the Netherlands qualify themselves as colour-
blind and tolerant, whilst in reality this is not the case.!® Regarding football and racism,
authors like Gijsbert van Campenhout and Jacco Sterkenburg made use of this concept in
their research. Moreover, this concept is useful in explaining the position of the Dutch
public, the media, and instigators of racist incidents because white innocence has been used
in analysing and explaining ‘daily’ or ‘normalised’ racism, which makes it applicable to this

research.

1.2.2 Racism

The second concept that is used in this project, is ‘Racism’, a concept that has been
elaborated most significantly by the sociologist Benjamin P. Bowser. He has worked
intensely on topics such as racism and diversity since the 1990s. In his research article
‘Racism: Origin and Theory’, he introduced a theorization the concept of racism. He
explains that racism has different levels that are interdependent on one another.!! He
explains that it moves from ‘cultural racism’, which is characterized by ‘white superiority’
and ‘racial hierarchy’, to ‘institutional racism’, characterized by the production and the
maintenance of ‘racial hierarchy’.!? Similarly to Wekker’s white innocence, he also
examines the phenomenon of ‘colour-blind-racism’. Thirdly, he introduces the category
‘individual racism’, which is characterized by personal racial beliefs of individuals.'* The
third and final category applies to my project, since it examines the players’ narrative on
their racist experiences. Racism as a concept is applicable to this research project because it
helps explain and analyse which different levels of racism were present in the racist
experiences of coloured players in the Dutch national team, and it also helps to analyse how
these levels were present. Furthermore, it is useful because it shows the different steps in the

development and trends of racist incidents.

10 Gloria Wekker and Menno Grootveld, Witte onschuld: paradoxen van kolonialisme en ras, Herziene editie (Amsterdam:
AUP, 2020), 1.

! Benjamin P. Bowser, “Racism: Origin and Theory,” Journal of Black Studies 48, no. 6 (2017): 581.

12 bid., 581.

13 Tbid., 582.



These concepts, racism and white innocence, were used as a guiding tool to select the
racist incidents for the case studies found in newspapers, autobiographies. These concepts
allow a reflection upon the experiences of racism of players. Additionally, it provides
clarifications on the public’s acceptance of these selected players. By doing this in each case
study through each generation, patterns in the development, either positive, negative, or

stagnant, become clear.

1.3 Research question & Sub-questions
1.3.1 Research question

The research question is: ‘How did players in the Dutch national football team that
are or were (children of) colonial and postcolonial migrants narrate their experiences of
racism in the media and in biographies (1960s-2000s)?’. The selected period spans from the
1960s until the 2000s. The 1960s makes a logical starting point, since it provides context on
the emergences of the children of postcolonial migrants. In the 60s, the first coloured players
appeared in the Dutch squad, such as Humphrey Mijnals. Mijnals’ appearance was followed
by newspapers reporting on it, with titles such as ‘Surinamese in the Dutch football team?”.!4
The emergences of the first colonial and postcolonial migrants from Molucca is discussed
here as well.

Adding to this, even though the first postcolonial footballer appeared in the 60s,
during the 70s Dutch team was still predominantly white, which is an interesting
phenomenon after the appearance of the first postcolonial footballer in the Dutch national
squad. This is elaborated on in the second empirical chapter. In the 1980s the teams became
more and more mixed, with players such as Ruud Gullit, Frank Rijkaard, and Stanley
Menzo. These players were well-known black footballers in the Dutch national team. In the
1990s and 2000s, this increasing number of players from postcolonial backgrounds joining
the Dutch team continued.

By focusing on changes in the experiences of racism of individual players, also this
project demonstrates how these experiences develop from feelings of isolation to collective
support against racism. This is shown by the analysis. Specifically, it demonstrates how

support and acceptance has developed, through comparing the experiences per generation.

14 Klaas Toxopeus, “Surinamers in Nederlands Voetbalelftal?,” Amigoe Di Curacao : Weekblad Voor de Curacaosche
Eilanden, January 13, 1960, Dag edition.



1.3.2 Sub-questions & hypothesis

To compare the experiences of different generations, the first sub-question delves
into the early experiences of players with a colonial postcolonial descent, for example
Mijnals, and Tahamata in the Dutch national squad during the 1960s and ‘70s. To give
context on the emergence of children of colonial and postcolonial migrants footballers
entering the Dutch national team, which set the stage for more players that are descendants
of colonial and postcolonial migrants doing the same. Therefore, the first sub-question is:
‘How did the first generation who were postcolonial migrants in the Dutch national team
narrate their experience of racism and white innocence in the media and in biographies
(1960-1970)?°.

Next, the second sub-question explores how players during the 1980s and ‘90s
navigated issues of racism. This section includes football players such as Ruud Gullit, and
Frank Rijkaard. Here, the analysis of the newspaper is used to focus on their experiences of
racism. Therefore, the second sub-question is: ‘How did the second generation who were/are
(children of) postcolonial migrants in the Dutch national team narrate their experience of
racism and white innocence in the media and in biographies (1980-1990)?".

Moving forward, the third sub-question investigates how the diversity of the Dutch
national squad changed in the next-generation starting from 1996, with involvement of
players such as Edgar Davids, Clarence Seedorf and Patrick Kluivert mid-90s until the
2000s and its impact on experiences with racism. Therefore, the final sub-question is: ‘How
did the third generation who were/are (children of) postcolonial migrants in the Dutch
national team narrate their experience of racism and white innocence in the media and in
biographies (1990-2000)?°.

To conclude, this project identifies patterns in the experiences of colonial or
postcolonial descent with racism chronologically, by analysing and comparing the
experiences of different generations. To conclude, my hypothesis poses that initially, racism
was perceived by players as isolated and personal incidents, leading players to feel isolated
when attempting to address the issue. In contrast, contemporary times bear witness to a

collective response where players unite and step off the field against racism.
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1.4 Methods and Sources
1.4.1 Newspaper analysis

The goal of the newspaper analysis is to conduct a textual analysis on the selected
newspapers by following the steps formulated by Alan Mckee.!> This analysis was used by
John Vincent in his research on English newspapers regarding the 2006 World cup, which
demonstrates that this analysis is applicable in the context of international football and
racism.!® Textual analysis is an academic way of collecting and analysing information and
trends in texts such as newspapers, books, and articles.!” This is very useful for this study,
since it provides a better insight into how the media affects us from a cultural standpoint.!8
In this study, textual analysis is applied to analyse the personal experiences of Dutch
national football players that were subjected to incidents of racism. Additionally, textual
analysis also shows how the media and public reacted to these racist incidents. In his textual
analysis, Mckee puts the emphasis on multiple ways of interpreting media and texts. He
explains that there is no single interpretation of reality.!® Furthermore, he delves into the
meanings audiences ascribe to the texts, namely the discovery that audience members draw
their information and opinions from publicly available knowledge in order to make sense of
the texts.?”

There is a downside to using text analysis, namely the potential for subjective bias.
Analysing text poses a challenge, as different people may take the same piece of writing and
add their own different interpretations, introducing subjectivity that could result in different
conclusions. Another downside is that these only apply in the case-study of ‘spuug-incident’,
and ‘tafel-incident’, and it cannot be applied in the first sub-question, which covers the
emergence of the postcolonial players. Here, a biographical approach is applied. Excerpts
from autobiographies of those who played in the Dutch national football team are examined

to provide insights into their personal experiences of racist incidents.

1.4.1.1 Sources

This research examines two case studies dating from 1990 up to 1996. For each case

study, around eight newspapers are selected from Dutch newspapers such as De Telegraaf,

15 Alan Mckee, “Textual Analysis: A Beginner’s Guide” 127 (January 1, 2001): 143.

16 John Vincent et al., “England Expects: English Newspapers’ Narratives about the English Football Team in the 2006
World Cup,” International Review for the Sociology of Sport 45, no. 2 (June 1, 2010): 199,
https://doi.org/10.1177/1012690209360084.

17 Mckee, “Textual Analysis,” 143.

13 Tbid., 143.

19 Tbid., 146.

20 Ibid., 146.
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de Volkskrant, and Algemeen Dagblad (AD). These case studies are analysed and compared
to see how players experiencing racism changed over time. This is done chronologically,
starting with an event in 1990 regarding the first incident surrounding racism. The second
case study is that of a new generation dealing with racist incidents. The final case study is a
more contemporary case surrounding a generation dealing with racism. These newspapers
were mostly retrieved from Delpher, a public site archiving books, newspapers, and

journals.?! Delpher is a free-access website developed and run by the Dutch Royal Library.

1.4.1.2 Newspapers

The selected newspaper excerpts on the aforementioned case studies, were mostly
found in the following newspapers: Het Parool, Het AD, de Volkskrant, NOS, and De
Telegraaf. The reason these newspapers were selected is that they are all national Dutch
newspapers, despite Het Parool and Het AD being more locally focused on Dutch cities
Amsterdam and Rotterdam respectively.?? Furthermore, for the past 60 years these
newspapers were all active in writing on sports, especially concerning national football.
These newspapers are all part of the most read newspapers in the Netherlands, especially De
Volkskrant, Het AD and De Telegraaf.**** This provides continuity since they have been
consistently reporting throughout the past 60 years, which allows for easier comparison
between articles from the same newspaper.

Sources that did not make the selection were the local or regional newspapers, since
most local newspapers are less consistent in their sports coverage, in comparison to national
newspapers, because local newspapers usually only cover sports news that is relevant to
their region. An exception was made for the analysis regarding the first sub-question on the
generation from the 60s. Local newspapers covered the appearance of Mijnals in the Dutch
national team more extensively than national newspapers did. The newspapers used here
include Limburgs Dagblad (currently called De Limburger), Nieuwe Haarlemsche Courant,
and Amigoe di Curagao. Other newspapers that were purposely excluded, international
newspapers and non-Dutch publications because their coverage lack the necessary depth and
relevance to the specific context of Dutch football. Similarly, specialized publications

without a primary focus on sports or football events in the Netherlands are not included.

21 “Delpher » Kranten, Boeken & Tijdschriften,” accessed December 7, 2023, https://www.delpher.nl/.

22 “Wat Is Het Verschil Tussen Verschillende Kranten - De Puttenaer | Nieuws Uit de Regio Putten,” accessed February 3,
2024, https://www.deputtenaer.nl/lokaal/partnercontent/68 1284/wat-is-het-verschil-tussen-verschillende-kranten.

23 Ibid.

24 “De Telegraaf - Mediahuis,” accessed February 3, 2024, https://www.mediahuis.nl/merken/de-telegraaf/.
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Thus, tabloid-style newspapers were also excluded because they do not align with this
study’s emphasis on analysing serious and consistent coverage.

The selected newspapers come from different social and political backgrounds.
These diverse perspectives provide valuable insights into how players, such as Mijnals, were
portrayed by different types of newspapers. The language and tone used by the writers reveal
much about the acceptance of these players. The selected newspaper articles do not have to
be overly controversial for the purpose of this research, but the players with colonial and
postcolonial descent need to be involved in the articles to successfully reflect on the media

coverage.

1.4.2  Biographical approach

Besides using newspapers for primary sources, autobiographies of Dutch players
involved in racist incidents are very applicable for this research because they contain the
personal experiences of these players. For example, Humphrey Mijnals: Minna and Simon
Tahamata en andere Molukse voetbalhelden in dienst van Oranje are used because they
provide valuable insights into the players on a deeper level during the 1960s to 1980s
period.?>2¢

When looking at the 1990s onwards, Gullit by Bert Hiddema, and Frank Rijkaard, de
biografie by Leo Verheul are examined. Edgar Davids’ autobiography Schaken met Edgar
Davids: Voetbalverhalen rond het Nederlands Elftal, published in 2004, is used because it
delves specifically into Dutch football stories. 27 It offers valuable insights into the
experiences of players facing racism. Kluivert's autobiography, De Autobiografie Van
Kluivert, published in 2006, covers his entire career, including the controversial moments.?8
Clarence Seedorf published his autobiography in 2004.2° Diederik Samwell’s book,
published in 2013, covers conversations with Clarence Seedorf, Stanley Menzo, and Henk

ten Cate.>?

1.4.2.1 Source criticism

Regarding the newspapers, there are some downsides attached to analysing these

sources. For example, every newspaper has its biases. This holds true for local or regional

25 Tonny van der Mee, Simon Tahamata en de andere Molukse voetbalhelden in dienst van Oranje (Kick uitgevers, 2012).
26 Danny van der Linden, Humphrey Mijnals. Minna (Edicola Publishing, 2022).

27 Rob de Leede, Schaken Met Edgar Davids: Voetbalverhalen Rond Het Nederlands Elftal (Deventer, 2020).

28 Chris Verweij, De Autobiografie van Kluivert (House of Knowledge, 2006).

29 Simon Zwartkruis, Clarence Seedorf: de biografie (Pandora, 2004).

30 Diederik Samwel, Blootvoeters en beschuitgras: voetbal Suriname en Nederland (Singel Uitgeverijen, 2013).
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newspapers in the Netherlands, influenced by pillarization in the Dutch political landscape
from 1960 to 1990. Furthermore, newspapers at the time were also very politically linked.
This influences the tone of a text and the word use. This is a lack of neutrality, which counts
as weaknesses.

Next to this, the weaknesses that are inherent to autobiographies must be
acknowledged, primarily due to their non-academic and commercialized nature.
Additionally, most autobiographies are published post-football career. This has implications
for factors like memory reliability and the impact of time. The autobiographies Gullit,
Mijnals, Davids, and Samwell’s books are all post-football career.

Another important note, the authors of the biographies play a crucial role in
constructing the life history, on the basis that the author makes selections, assessments, and
interpretation.®! So, the position of the writer of the biographies used in this project needs to
be reflected on. Regardless of intention, authors take their position when writing a
biography, which leads to certain emphasis and interpretations.

On the one hand, the author’s own cultural and social context has influences on what
will be materialized in the biographies. Authors such as Leo Verheul, writer of the
biography of Frank Rijkaard. He was a white Dutch journalist, and his professional
experiences included publications from newspaper Het Vrije Volk and magazine Voetbal
International. Considering the cultural background of Verheul, it is probable that his own
cultural and social context influenced the choices he made in describing Rijkaard’s life.
Similar to Verheul, is Bert Hiddema author from a white Dutch background. He is known
for his work on Johnny Rep, Johan Cruyff, and André Hazes. In addition, he wrote the
biography of Gullit, which is used in this project. The same consideration counts for
Hiddema about his cultural background, and his cultural and social context influenced the
choices he made in the biography of Gullit.

On the other hand, the cultural background can also add to the accuracy by providing
a better insight on cultural differences. Tony van der Mee, a journalist of Moluccan descent.
His background adds a more valuable perspective to the biography of Simon Tahamata. His
background and involvement leads to a more in-depth understanding of Tahamata’s cultural

context and experiences.

31 Annette de Bruijn, “De kunst van de biografie: tussen literatuur en wetenschap Vier biografen aan het woord over
opvattingen, bronnen, valkuilen en zonden,” in Literatuur Zonder Leeftijd 31 (Amsterdam: IBBY-Nederland, 2017), 25,
https://www.dbnl.org/tekst/ 1it004201701_01/.
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1.4.3 Case studies

This research applies a case-study approach. This project opts for discontinuous time
periods, wherein each case study represents a specific moment in time. Together, the case
studies demonstrate a change over time. In these case studies, newspapers are analysed. In
addition, this project uses a biographical approach, which applies for the first sub-question,
regarding the emergences of player that are postcolonial migrants. Racist incidents did occur
in this first generation; however, these were not nationwide or international, as opposed to
the two selected case studies for the second and third sub-question.

In total, two specific case studies containing racist incidents have been selected for
analysis. The reason for this being that these events are limited in totality. With two cases,
the representativeness of the research over the long period remains intact. The spread
between the incidents are subsequent; the first incident starts in 1990, followed by the final
incident, which is in 1996. This allows me to research different generations, and compare the
different generations and their experiences.

For the first sub-question, namely the emergence of the first overseas players in the
Dutch team during the 1960s and 70s. Which is a topic that was widely covered by Dutch
newspapers, documentary sources, and biographies. There was a lack of one incident
nationwide surrounding the concepts of white innocence or racism. For this reason, instead
of applying a specific case-study, my project emphasises more on the biographical approach,
analysing the racist events from biographies. In this period, these players from overseas
descent were not yet established in the national team. So, racist incidents did not occur in the
public such as ‘spuug-incident’, and ‘tafel-incident’, even though these players did
experience racism. Thus, this sub-question focuses on the first generation of players of
colonial and postcolonial descent in the Dutch national Football team, spanning from the
1960s to the 1970s.

Moving forward, for the second sub-question the notable ‘spuug-incident’ (translated
to: spitting-incident) during the 1990 World Cup is analysed. This incident involved players
Frank Rijkaard and Rudi Véller and was documented through match footage and news

reports. It resulted in both players receiving red cards, leaving a lasting mark on World Cup
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history.3? After the incident, many people thought that V6ller made racist remarks to
Rijkaard.*

Additionally, this project examines the ‘tafel-incident’ (translated to table-incident)
of June 17, 1996. Here players like Edgar Davids, Clarence Seedorf, Winston Bogarde,
Patrick Kluivert, Aron Winter, Gaston Taument, and Richard Witschge were tangled in
controversy due to misrepresented statements, which were then criticised by Dutch
newspapers, including De Telegraaf, de Volkskrant, and Algemeen Dagblad (abbreviated to:
AD,).

32 Wietse Dijkstra, “Het trauma van 1974, de wraak van 1988 en de afgang van 1990,” gelderlander.nl, October 11, 2018,
https://www.gelderlander.nl/nederlands-voetbal/het-trauma-van-1974-de-wraak-van-1988-en-de-afgang-van-

1990~ab674b39/.
33'8.J. van den Berg, “Racistisch,” Het Parool, July 11, 1990, Dag edition,
https://resolver.kb.nl/resolve?urn=ABCDDD:010833498:mpeg21:a0114.
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1.5 Historiography
1.5.1 Introduction

This project builds on two bodies of scholarship. The first body of scholarship which
regards sociology, racism, and sport. This is a broader topic, where racism and sport were
linked to each other. These studies spread awareness that racism occurrs in sports. In this
academic domain, sports was approached more generally. So, in the body of literature,
football specifically was sparsely written about. This slowly developed into specific sports,
such as basketball and boxing. Followed by a more sociological approach, by linking sports
to concepts such as racism. In this body of scholarship, there is more awareness of the
impact of racism in sports. However, there was a lack of academic research regarding
football and racism.

In the second body of scholarship, starting in the early 2000s, there is an increasing
interest surrounding football in literature. Accordingly, this developed into research on
racism on a deeper level, by writers such as Gloria Wekker and Jacco van Sterkenburg,
linking this to football. In this academic domain, there was an increasing interest in media
and media representation. This goes along with the developments of all sorts of media
platforms. Ultimately, European case studies appeared, which is consequently linked to the
emergences of the black footballers in Europe. In the contemporary, notable contributions
have been made by Aad Haverkamp and Mustapha Esadik surrounding the Dutch national

team, mainly focusing on the representations of multicultural footballers in biographies.

1.5.2 Sociology, Racism & Sport

Firstly, on the sociology of racism and sports, it is important to note that postcolonial
experiencess in the Dutch national team, were not discussed extensively in academic
research until the early 2000s. In the 1980s, there was almost no academic literature about
this topic. Starting from the 1990s, academic literature delves more into sports and racism.
An example of this is an article about schoolchildren with Asian heritage in physical
education and sports.>* However, this article was a response to anti-racist policies in British

schools.®> Other writings in this period cover Australia and research racism in Australian

34 Brendon McGuire and David Collins, “Sport, Ethnicity and Racism: The Experience of Asian Heritage Boys,” Sport,
Education and Society 3, no. 1 (March 1998): 79.
35 Ibid., 79.
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sports.>® The coverage of sports and racism in this period is very limitedly relevant to this
study because no cases of football and racism were examined. Moreover, no specific
research from this period in the Netherlands can be found. In 2002, one of the first articles
appeared, in the book Power Games: A Critical Sociology of Sport, written by John Sugden
and Alan Tomlinson. This book uses a sociological approach instead of a historical
approach. It delves into different types of sports like boxing, football, and basketball and
here the authors link it to gender and race. The authors argue that the sociology of sports
tends to focus on regression, ignoring the progressive movement.>’ Chapter 14 in this book,
written by Ben Carrington, was especially relevant because it delves into the role of sport as
a form of cultural resistance to the ideologies and practices of white racism.*® Specifically,
he looks into the racial signification of sports. Here, he studies different sports, such as
cricket and boxing, and primarily focusses on England. He concludes that it is necessary to
look at the benefits of black men but also at its limitations, which is a very broad
conclusion.’® Moreover, the authors question the way the football world is run.*® Especially,
the way FIFA is run in presidential elections.*! The authors do not only critique, but
highlight the importance of football clubs and national teams on communities, tradition,
social solidarity, and national distinctiveness.*?

After this publication, more research into the topic emerged. Similar to John Sugden
and Alan Tomlinson’s research, another book was written by Chris Hallinan and Steven J.
Jackson titled Social and Cultural Diversity in a Sporting World. In this study, they use the
idea of social and cultural diversity as a keyway to look at and understand many things in
sports, using concepts like nationalism, gender, race, and ethnicity.** One chapter was
written by Bente Oveédue Skogvan