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Abstract
Most scholars analyze the role of diaspora and conflict in the context of globalization as prolonging the conflict or supporting peace. This research paper nonetheless specifically focused on political, economic, and social effects of the political conflict in Thailand on Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands. As to political effects, the paper finds out the respondents’ narratives about political engagements and views, and the access and sources of the information. In addition, economic effects look at Thai entrepreneurs’ business and remittances, and how they deal with the effects. In term of social impacts, the paper analyzes the effects on dynamics of the relationship and communication between Thai entrepreneurs and family members and friends in Thailand and in the Netherlands and investigate whether homeland conflict affects those relationships, and if so, how. The paper concludes that in short term effects of the homeland conflict are most visible in social and business contacts and in political engagements whereas economic effects are very limited.
Relevance to Development Studies

This research paper contributes to the knowledge about Thai diaspora’s family and business lives affected by the political conflict in Thailand. This may relate to the Thai government to reconsider the policy on the Thais living aboard because they can contribute to prosperity, stability and peace in the home country. The diaspora’ lives can also reflect on development agenda. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction to the Research
1.1 Statement of the Research Problem
Thailand has been plagued with political conflicts since late 2005, which has led to the deterioration of the economy, tourism, image of the country as ‘the land of smiles’, and social harmony in the scale unprecedented before. Different political views have greatly divided the Thai society, and even among family members. 

This research is concerned with how this political polarization in Thailand affects Thai Diaspora in the Netherlands politically, economically and socially and what are the worries, opinions and engagements of the Diaspora in the homeland conflicts. The focus is on Thai restaurants owners in Amsterdam, The Hague and Rotterdam. 
1.2 Contextual Background
1.2.1 
The Thai Political Situation

Since Thaksin Shinawatra became the Prime Minister of Thailand in 2001, his policies of low-cost health care and rural microcredit development programmes have won the hearts and minds of the grassroots and the rural poor, particularly in the North and the Northeast of Thailand. On the other hand, his administration which was characterized by autocracy, CEO style, nepotism, cronyism and abuse of power resulted in increasing anti-Thaksin sentiment among traditional elites i.e. the bureaucracy, the military, and the close aides surrounding the monarchy as well as urban middle class and some business groups. 

During Thaksin’s service (2001-2006), his economic policies, or the so-called Thaksinomics, were often referred to as the populist policy, targeting the rural people while his government bestowed crony capitalist groups. These policies include 30 baht (0.6 Euros)
 universal health scheme, distribution of one million baht (20,072.26 Euros)
  village funds to around 70,000 villages and around 4,000 urban communities (Kasian 2006:27), agrarian debt relief, government-funded infrastructure projects, and trade promotion of local small and medium sized enterprises. As these policies mostly focused on the rural and poor people, Thaksin received their massive support.

However, Free Trade Area (FTA) between Thailand and Australia, as well as with the ASEAN and China, negatively affected dairy and small-scale farmers (Pye and Schaffar 2008:49), leading to their protests. It is believed that the FTA with Australia favoured Thaksin’s  own telecommunication business (Moxham 2004 quoted in Pye and Schaffar 2008:49) and his initiative in privatising state enterprises, especially the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), was also suspected of personal  benefits . This initiative also led to a protest among EGAT employees, who were afraid of disadvantages, because work contracts with a private enterprise are less secure than those with state ones. Also, other state enterprise employees joined the protest because they might be the next in line for privatization (ibid:53). Other Thaksin's business activities, not related to his government, were also criticized of corruption. Pasuk (2004:3) pointed out that ‘Thaksinomics has created a divided society and a rising level of social protest which threatens to become a cost for business and an impediment on Thailand’s road towards the First World’. Pasuk and Baker (2008:78) stated that the Thaksin’s populist policy made him lose support from the urban middle-class, who felt excluded and were afraid of losing their power in the agenda of state.

Consequently, this led to the movement against Thaksin by the People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD), which was also known as “yellow shirts”.
 They used yellow color, representing the color of Monday, or the day on which the King Bhumibol Adulyadej was born, to show their loyalty to the King, as Thaksin’s government was accused of disloyalty to the monarchy.  The PAD received tremendous support from the urban-middle class in Bangkok and the South of Thailand, and particularly the soldiers, bureaucrats, NGO workers, academicians, civil society activists (McCargo 2005 quoted in McCargo 2009:11). Another group that participated in the PAD was businessmen, whose lost benefits from the government-supported patronage system (Ukrist 2008 quoted in Pye and Schaffar 2008:40). 
The PAD movement started early in 2006 and was followed by the coup d’état on 19 September 2006. After that the Constitutional Court and the Administrative Court ruled to dissolve Thaksin’s Thai Rak Thai Party (TRT) and Thaksin fled abroad. As a result, the PAD suspended its movements, but was nonetheless seen as the instrument of the elite, namely the Privy Council, and the military (Connors 2008:489). After the coup, the military government revoked the 1997 Constitution and drafted the new 2007 Constitution
. The new charter seemed to react against the flaws of the system that helped Thaksin gain power, and gave  power to judges, bureaucrats and independent bodies (McCargo 2008:337 and Thitinan 2008:144), but Thitinan (2008:151) points out that the 2007 Constitution is ‘less democratic and more elitist than the model laid out in the 1997 Constitution’.

However, in the new elections in December 2007, the People’s Power Party (PPP), Thaksin’ proxy party, still won, getting 233 seats whereas the Democrat Party (DP) got only 165.  The PPP set the coalition government with five small parties and the DP was the sole opposition (ibid:147). The victory of the PPP led to a big street demonstration of the PAD who sieged the Government House compound in August 2008 and the Suvarnabhumi Airport in November 2008. Despite the victory, the PPP was dissolved by the Constitutional Court because of election fraud. Consequently, the PAD ended the seizure of the Suvarnabhumi Airport on 2 December 2008 and Abhisit Vejjajiva, the leader of the DP, became the prime minister on 17 December 2008. After that, the PAD leaders set up a new political party called New Politics Party (NPP) on 2 June 2009. 

At the same time, the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) or the so-called red shirts was established in 2007 to oppose the military government and support ousted Prime Minister Thaksin to return to Thailand as well as to point out the illegitimacy of Abhisit's government
.  The UDD has been supported by Thaksin’s allies and loyalists from the grassroots and poor people in the North and the Northeast, who saw Thaksin as the first politician who implemented policies for their benefits. They chose red color to show their protest against the coup and dictatorship. Besides, the red shirts' movements took place not only in Thailand but also abroad. In February 2010, Thai red shirts overseas established ‘Red Shirt International Organization’ (RSIO) initiated in the United States which served as the information centre for 38 countries, including the Netherlands
. 

The UDD held a number of mass protests including mass demonstration during April - May 2010 at Ratchaprasong intersection in Bangkok which ended with the government using force against the protesters. As a consequence, the red shirt leaders were arrested, around 90 people were killed and nearly 1,900 injured (Bangkok Post August 2010). Nonetheless, the movement still keeps clandestine activities. 

1.2.2
Thai Diaspora in The Netherlands and Their Business 
There were 15,083 Thais residing in the Netherlands in 2009; 4,332 of which were male and the other 10,751 female
. Most of the migrants came for marriage (7,000-8,000 are married to a Dutch partner); others came for education, business, and employment
. Regardless of how long they have lived in the Netherlands, most Thais are seen as very attached to their country. They have families and friends in Thailand and socialize among themselves in the Netherlands, usually in the Thai Buddhist temples, especially for religious and traditional celebrations (Songkran festival; Thai New Year /Water Festival; the Loi Kratong festival). These events are organized by a committee in the temple and are advertised to the Thais living in the Netherlands via letters. Events organized by the Thai embassy in the Netherlands, including Thailand Grand Festival (food and concert) also provide socializing opportunities
.

With regard to Thai businesses in the Netherlands, according to the president of Thai Entrepreneur Association in the Netherlands, the majority of the Thais own a restaurant, followed by massage parlor and spa, and Dutch-Thai translation office. Their businesses are micro or small
. It is estimated that there were around 120 Thai restaurant owners in the Netherlands in 2009. This number includes take-away food stores and cafés. Thai restaurants are mostly located in the Netherlands' three largest cities: Amsterdam (around 60), The Hague (around 20), and Rotterdam (around 5). Dutch partners are reported to play a role in the business as they provide necessary assistance regarding the language and legal matters.  To assist Thai business in a more systematic manner, Thai entrepreneurs and Thai commercial office in the Netherlands set up the Thai Entrepreneur Association in the Netherlands (Thai-eNL) on 27 January 2010. The objective of the Association is to provide basic information regarding regulations for business in the Netherlands, to offer training in management and administration, to encourage imports and distribution of Thai products in the Netherlands, and to unite the entrepreneurs.

1.3 The Current State of the Research 
1.3.1
Thai Political Conflict

The political conflict in Thailand has been variously explained: as a conflict between pro and anti Thaksin supporters; as a conflict between social classes of the grassroots and the elite; as a rural-urban conflict; and as a regional conflict between the North/Northeast and the Centre/South. The first explanation is often referred to as a conflict between ‘red shirts’ (pro) and ‘yellow shirts’ (anti-Thaksin) movement. 
McCargo (2008) pointed out that Thailand was bitterly divided between Thaksin’s supporters and opponents. Thaksin’s supporters were rural voters in the North and Northeast who liked the TRT’s populist policy and some middle classes and business who did not like bureaucratic system and traditional institution of the country, including the Royal family. In contrast, Thaksin’s opponents were urban and middle class voters and including supporters from the DP affiliated with the networks around monarchy.  
However, some authors argue that seeing the conflict only in terms of pro- and anti-Thaksin is too reductive, and that many other issues have to be taken into consideration. In particular, the Thai political conflict should be considered as a class conflict between the grassroots and elites. Kasian (2006) indicated the economic structure which led to the widening gap between the rich and the poor. Due to the initiation of the National Economic and Social Development Plan in 1960, Thailand promoted capitalist development in imported substitution and then it changed to oriented export; as a consequence the upper and urban middle class became affluent. In contrast, the agricultural sector was neglected and peasants were landless because land became an expensive object of speculation in the market. This opened the way for the rise of Thaksin and his populist policy. At the same time, Thaksin’s imposed tough measures to solve various problems in the South of Thailand and had scandalous economic policies, particularly the announcement of the Kingdom of Thailand Modernization Framework, which opened state assets to foreign investors being as partnership. These led to dissatisfaction of the traditional elite, including the military, civil service, and technocrats.

 Ratawit (2008) argued that the political division was the conflict between the urban, who were dissatisfied with Thaksin’s populist and neo-liberal policy and the rural, who benefited from it. Interestingly, he stated that media had an influence on the split of Thai people because the PAD and pro-Thaksin forces had their own media to provide information and spread their ideas. 

In addition, some scholars have seen the political conflict as a regional conflict between the North/Northeast and the Centre/South. As can be seen from the national election in 2007; the PPP was able to capture two thirds of all districts in the North and Northeast whereas the DP got votes from the South and Bangkok (Ockey 2009:318). Ockey (ibid) called the result of this election ‘geographically based’ and Thitinan (2008:147) spoke about regionalized and polarized electoral pattern.

Foreign scholars looked at the Thai political conflict beyond class or regional conflict. Pye and Schaffar (2008) argued that the anti-Thaksin movement cannot be simply defied as the conflict between urban, royalist elite and the rural poor, but it was rooted in the internal contradictions of the Thaksin project. 
1.3.2 
Diaspora and Conflict

While the research of the relationship between diaspora and conflict is a small but growing body of literature, it is difficult to find the studies about relationship between globalization, diaspora, and conflict. Most scholars analyzing globalization and conflict do not include diaspora, or focus on diaspora only in direct relation to either prolonging the conflict or supporting peace process. Hardly anybody looked at the impact of globalization on diaspora in term of social, political, and economic relationship with the home country in conflict. Lyons (2006) tried to explain the linkage between the process of globalization, diaspora and conflicts over identity and territory, stating that migration does not decrease diaspora’s attachment to the homeland. However, he did not analyze the impact of the homeland conflict on social, political, and economic engagements of the diaspora in the host country.

Therefore, my research will focus on this un-charted filed, by analyzing the interrelationships between globalization, diaspora and the homeland conflict, as well as the political, economic, and social impacts on the diaspora from the homeland conflict. 

1.4 My Research Perspective and Contribution  


In this research I will specifically look at political, economic, and social effects of the political conflict in Thailand on the Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands, and in communication with homeland. As to political aspect, I will explore the political views and engagements of the Thai entrepreneurs in conflict. I also will explore how they receive the information about the relevant events. In addition to politics, I will look at the economic effects of the homeland conflict, in term of trade and remittance. Their import of ingredients from home country may be affected, the customers’ visit of their restaurant may decrease, and they may send more money to their family in Thailand, since the political conflict lead to Thai economic recession. 

With regard to social aspect, I will look into the relationship between the Thai entrepreneurs and family members and friends in the Netherlands and Thailand, including the relationships with business partners. They may contact their homeland more frequently than in a normal situation, or they may decide to avoid certain contacts.  

1.5 Research Objectives 
The objectives of this research are twofold: firstly I wish to contribute to the knowledge about how are the lives of Thai diaspora affected by the conflict in their country. Most of the research so far concentrated on the role of diaspora in conflict, but not on how are their feelings, friendships, business and lives in general affected by it. This knowledge may be of relevance to Thai and Dutch government, as well as the family and friends of Thai diaspora. Secondly, I wish to contribute to the body of knowledge about diaspora and conflict in the context of globalization, beyond the simplified dichotomy that sees diaspora either as contributing to the conflict or contributing to the peace, but is not concerned with diaspora’s lives. 

1.6 The Main Research Question  
 

What are the interrelationships among globalization, diaspora and homeland conflict, and what are the political, economic, and social effects of these relationships on Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands and Thailand?

Sub-questions:

1. What are political views and engagements of Thai entrepreneurs regarding the conflict in Thailand?  

2. How is Thai business in the Netherlands affected by homeland conflict, and what strategies are used to deal with the effects, if any?

3. Are the relationships and communication between Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands and their family and friends in Thailand affected by the political conflict, and how? 

4. Has the political conflict in Thailand created political polarization and affected social relations in the families, circles of friends and business partners among Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands?

1.7 Justification  


The Thai political division has occurred since 2005 and is still ongoing. Thai and foreign scholars try to explore and analyze the cause of this conflict (Kasian 2006, Ockey 2009, Pye and Schaffar 2008, Thitinan 2008). However, no research is conducted with Thai diasporas on the conflict. Thus, there is no knowledge about their perspectives and engagements, nor the effects of the conflict on them personally, their families and businesses. The studies on diaspora communities stress their important role in contemporary conflicts and the impact of their activities not only on prolonging the conflict but also in support of the peace process (Berconvitch 2007:17, Demmers, 2002:86, Smith 2007:9, Zunzer 2004:42). But few studies consider the effects politically, economically, and socially on diaspora from the homeland conflict and the interrelation between globalization, diaspora, and homeland conflict.

1.8 Research Methodology and Data Collection  


This research collected both primary and secondary data to answer the research questions. With respect to primary data, semi-structured interview was applied to explore the opinions of respondents on the political conflict and the effects the conflict has on them. The issue of the political division is sensitive so some questions have to be adapted to make respondents feel comfortable. Besides, observation was used during interview since gesture, tone of voice, expression of face can indicate respondents’ feelings of discomfort. This method also helped to control the situation during the interview. When respondents felt uncomfortable, the questions were adjusted.  The interviews were conducted in the three big cities i.e. Amsterdam, The Hague, and Rotterdam because most Thai restaurants are located in these cities. As to the secondary data, I used information – however incomplete and outdated - from Dutch Chamber of Commerce, Thai Embassy in the Netherlands and Thai-eNL. I also used articles from academic journals, published since 2001, to understand the political and economic situation in Thailand. These include Contemporary Southeast Asia, Southeast Asian Affairs, and Journal of Contemporary Asia.

 With regard to the selection of respondents, snowball sampling was very useful, as the president of Thai-eNL recommended me whom I could interview and helped me contact Thai restaurant owners. Also, I learned from the respondents the political background of other respondents, which helped me to prepare for the interview. In addition, the respondents suggested that I should interview a Thai grocery owner in order to get a clear picture of the economic impact of the homeland conflict

In total, 27 people were interviewed, 26 Thai restaurant owners and 1 Thai grocery owner. The characteristics of the research sample are summarized as followed
; 

· Place: Amsterdam 15, The Hague 10, and Rotterdam 2 

· Gender: female 17 and male 10

· Age
: adult 1, middle-aged 24 and old-aged 2

· Marital status: Married with a Dutch partner 11, Married with a Thai partner 9, Divorced 5, and Single 2

· Region of origin in Thailand: Centre 8, North 5, Northeast 5, South 5, and East 4 

· Education: Primary school graduate 9, Secondary school graduate 7, Vocational school graduate 3, Graduate 7, and Post-graduate 1

· Duration  of stay in the Netherlands: 1-10 years 5, 11-20 years 11, 21 years up 11

· Duration in restaurant business/grocery: 1-10 years 14, 11-20 years 11, 21 years up 2

· Type of business: micro-sized 23, and small-sized 4

· Frequency of homeland visit: once or twice  a year 19, three or four times a year 2,  once in two years 2, and not often 4

1.9 The Scope and Limitations of the Research  


This research is not about the causes and dynamics of the conflict in Thailand, but rather on the effects of that conflict on Thai diaspora in the Netherlands. It deals with the interrelationships between globalization, diaspora and conflict, and their political, social and economic impacts on diaspora. The focus is placed on Thai restaurant owners as this type of business is the most popular among the Thai migrants in the Netherlands. Besides, most Thai restaurants depend critically on ingredients from Thailand; consequently, they may be affected by the conflict in Thailand. Furthermore, my pilot interviews with other businesses such as massage parlors and spa and beauty salons show that they can find the necessary material in the Netherlands. 

During the research process, many limitations were encountered. Firstly, my initial inquiries showed that Chambers of Commerce in respective cities did not have complete data about Thai restaurants and their owners, Thai Embassy in the Netherlands did not have updated information and Thai-eNL has just been established in January 2010 so it has no formal and complete data.  Consequently, I have to compare and contrast the data sets, to use estimated numbers and information obtained by interviewing the president of Thai-eNL.

Secondly, I found it necessary to attend events organized by the Thai community, often in Thai restaurants, in order to reach more restaurant owners. For example, when I attended the Buddhist ceremony at a Thai restaurant on 16 June 2010 in The Hague, it helped me to get to know the restaurant owners in The Hague. 

Thirdly, I suspect that my position as a government officer at the Ministry of Interior of Thailand has prevented some of the red supporters from participating in my research.  At one occasion I came into contact with a restaurant owner who claimed to be a leader of red-shirt supporters in the Netherlands. She asked me about my background before starting the interview. I suspect that she did a search on my name on the Internet, which would enable her to find out what my job is. Subsequently, I could not access the other restaurant owners, of whom I was told by other Thai people to be red shirt supporters. When I contacted them they appeared to be very skeptical and quickly refused to talk to me.  

I understand their decision choice. At the moment when I conducted my interviews, Thai government has had tough measures to suppress people who supported the red shirt movement after April-May mayhem in 2010. In particular, the Thai government has strictly checked remittance, and if suspected that money was transferred for the red shirts movement, that account would be blocked and backlisted. This refusal of some people to talk to me affected my findings as most political views collected for this research came from the yellow supporters or neutral parties. I also suspect that my information about engagements in political conflict is incomplete, as respondents would hesitate to tell whether they send back money for political purposes.  

Fourthly, the sensitive nature of this research topic may affect respondents’ answers, especially about their political views and engagements. They may not say what they really think, given that the conflict was ongoing, and becoming more violent.  Although I could not know what interviewees actually thought, observation techniques were useful as they helped me acknowledge discomfort and avoidance in their body language, tone of voice and/or wording.
Fifthly, it is important to note that the actuality of the events in Thailand also had an impact on respondents’ answers.  While the yellow shirt movement ended back in 2008, the red shirt movement was very active especially during April and May 2010, when this study started.  Respondents thus highlighted the red shirt demonstration and focused on the Abhist's government as the current government although the political conflict already started in late 2005. Consequently, even though I spoke to more yellow supporters, my research findings contain relatively more information on the red shirt engagements.

Finally, it took me almost 3 months (April to June) to search for information and contacts, and relatively short time - around 1 month (from the end of June to the beginning of August) - to interview respondents  They were sometimes available at the same time and were quite busy - so I could interview one or two owners in one day.

1.10 Ethical and Personal involvements 


This research is not about the nature of the conflict in Thailand, or about the political parties in that conflict, but rather about the diaspora. However, the way I or any of my respondents perceive the conflict and its ‘parties’ was significant. My own political position is that conflict is between social classes - between the elites and the middle class against the grassroots, who have different interests. However, I disagree with the bringing the monarchy into the conflict and accusing the King, who works hard and sacrifices himself for the Thai people.  I also feel sad that the Thai society has been divided because of the political crisis even among family members and the compromise-seeking attitude is no longer present.  
Further because of the conflicting opinions between those who support the yellow shirts and those on the side of the red shirts, and because of the current government’s hard crack-down on the red shirt supporters, I did not disclose the fact that I am a government employee. I introduced myself only as a student. I made this ethical choice consciously in order to be able to meet people from different political ‘camps’. This may not have worked for the best, as some still refused to speak to me. I also asked for a permission to record the interview or take notes, and guaranteed not to disclose any information that can lead to the recognition of the person. Secondly, I set guideline questions. When interviewees were uncomfortable, I adapted the questions and asked them indirect questions. Third, I used observation during interview. I observed body language and adapted my questions to make interviewees more comfortable to answer. Finally, I made a follow-up when the answer was not clear.
Chapter 2 
Conceptual Framework and Analytical Framework
2.1 Introduction  

Globalization has increased cross-border migration, communication and information flow, and  consequently, it enables diaspora to involve and build the network with the place of origin and the host country more easily (Lyons 2006:111). Thus, when a homeland conflict occurs, it is reasonable to assume that diaspora will be affected politically, economically and socially. This chapter describes the concept of globalization, diaspora and conflict to understand interrelationships between them and explain my own analytical framework for the research.

2.2 The Concept of Globalization  


Globalization has various meanings. In a most general sense, globalization is defined as the flows of goods, investment, technology and production across nations (Petras 1999:3). Lakshman (2004:24) views it as ‘a complex and wide-ranging process of socio-cultural and politico-economic transformation taking place at both national and global levels’. He notes that an interaction between countries constituted through trade of goods and services, capital flows, cross-border relocation of production facilities, transfer of knowledge and technology and migration of people represents the core of processes of globalization. This definition is close to the one proposed by Keohane and  Nye (2000:2) who look at globalism which, according to them,  is ‘networks of interdependence at multi-continental distances [which ] can be linked through flows and influences of capital and goods, information and ideas, people and force, as well as environmentally and biologically relevant substances’.  Meyer (2007:262) explains globalization as expanding interdependencies and transaction, especially economic exchange, such as international trade, global production, flows of technology, labor and investment. 

Regarding economy, globalization by means of transnational corporations enables global access to markets and production (Friedman 2000 and Stiglitz 2002 quoted in Sugden and Wilson 2005:14). In addition, it is the process of increasing interconnections and interdependence between a national economy and the global one. In other words, it is the process of extending economic activities to other parts of the world and the integration of a national economy into one global economy without national barriers (Menshikov 2005:212). Furthermore, Kahler (2006:6) states that economic globalization should include investment and migration and that it is driven by changing technology and political choices made by the government. He also believes that capital market integration and foreign direct investment by multinational corporations lead to economic integration. 

Another important aspect of globalization is communication and information flow that disrupts classical time–and-space division. Globalization is the factor that leads to the communications revolution, especially digitization. It transmits information through universal networks (Mayer-Schonberger and Hurley 2000:136), while convergence of technologies of communications makes data available from one place to another (Negrine 1997:51). People who have access to technological and electronic devices therefore have an instant access to information on current happening in different parts of the world. This enables individuals to store and share information with one another, and as a consequence, provides a basis for community and increases knowledge about the world (Monge 1998:145). In particular, the role of the media as a vehicle of globalization enables information transfer across national borders and leads almost all citizens to be aware of instant information regarding occurrences, personalities and process from around the world (Boyd-Barrett 1997: 14-15).

Those aspects of globalization – and especially economic dependence and the access to and sharing of information – are crucial for my understanding of the ways globalization is relevant for the ways home country conflict impacts on the lives of people in diaspora. 

2.3 The Concept of Diaspora  


Classical definition of diaspora sees it as the transnational communities living outside homeland, but still maintaining contact with the homeland (Clifford 1994:311, Cohen 1997:ix, Safran 1991:83-84, Vertovec 1999:1). Wiliam Safran’s defines diaspora as  ‘ “expatriate minority communities” (1) that are dispersed from an original “center” to at least two “peripheral” places; (2) that maintain a memory, vision, or myth about their original homeland; (3) that believe they are not-and perhaps cannot be-fully accepted by their host country; (4) that see the ancestral home as a place of eventual return, when the time is right: (5) that are committed to the  maintenance or restoration of this homeland; and (6) of which group’s consciousness and solidarity are importantly defined by this continuing relationship with the homeland’ (Safran 1991:83-84 quoted in Clifford 1994:304-305). 

Cohen (1997:180) expands the definition of diaspora noting different reasons for leaving the homeland: traumatization by war and violence; search for a job; trade; colonial ambition. He notes that diaspora shares a common identity with the same ethnic members in other countries. Vertovec (1999:1) views diaspora as ‘deterritorialised’ or ‘transnational’, staying in the host country more than their homeland and engaging socially, economically and politically across borders of the place of origin, with the globe. He characterized diaspora as a ‘ ‘‘triadic relationship’’ between (a) globally dispersed yet collectively self-identified ethnic groups, (b) the  territorial states and contexts where such groups reside, and (c) the homeland states and contexts whence they or their forebears came’ (ibid:5). 

Most studies focus on diaspora leaving the home country with force, trauma or victimization. Sheffer (2003:9) points out however that diaspora is ‘created as a result of either voluntary or forced migration’. Clifford (1994: 311-312) argues that diaspora consciousness is constituted not only negatively by discrimination and exclusion from society and economy but also positively through identification with the global. The studies of the diaspora mostly focus on their role in contemporary conflicts. Demmers (2002:86) notes that diaspora involvements in conflict  are due  ‘(1) new pattern of conflict; (2) rapid rise of war refugees; (3) speed of communication and mobility; (4) and increased production of cultural and political boundaries’. Regarding the new pattern of conflict, Demmers (ibid:87-88) points out that contemporary wars generate increasing number of refugees, and as a consequence diaspora has become an important external factor in conflict. Besides, the speed of communication and mobility enables diaspora to create a link between their place of origin and the host country and increase their potential influence on a conflict in their homeland (Bercovitch 2007:21). With regard to increased production of cultural and political boundaries of Western countries, diasporas feel difficult to settle in these countries so they still keep close relationships with the country of origin (Demmers 2002:88). 

The studies on the role and activities of a diaspora in a conflict often concentrate on their support to prolonging the conflict. Collier and Hoeffler (2004:575) point out that diasporas' engagements intensify a conflict and increase the risk of conflict renewal. Lyons (2006:111) notes that diaspora groups which scatter from the country of origin by conflict and feel traumatized are less willing to compromise and become a factor in protracting the homeland conflict. He notes that diasporas can lobby the host government or international organization to get support, engage in raising consciousness and public education, support projects for victims,  and fundraise for arms (ibid:116). Kaldor (1999:103) indicates the assistance from diaspora to the homeland conflict through remittances converted into military resources, material assistance and arms and financial support.

Nonetheless, Brinkerhoff (2009:10) argues that diaspora does not only have a negative impact but also a constructive contribution to the homeland conflict through sustaining livelihoods and contributing to peace by reconstruction and post-conflict development.  Bercovitch (2007:17) also states that the diaspora can have constructive role, leading to conflict resolution. 

However, the involvement of diaspora depends on its interests, socio-cultural obligations, feelings of guilt or grievance, power and influence and experience of violence in the place of residence and the country of origin (Brinkerhoff 2009:7). Besides, it is assumed in literature that diaspora plays a less direct role in homeland conflict if they have left the country for employment, study  or family  reunion,  rather than because of persecution or violent conflict (Lyons 2006:112). 

Those discussion on motivations and contexts within which diaspora engages in the homeland conflict is important in my research, as none of my respondents have left the country because of political violence or war. Thus it will be interesting to see what their roles are in the current conflict in Thailand.  

2.4 The Concept of Conflict  


Conflict is often defined as an incompatibility of goals between two or more parties, who have a wide range of interactions and behave by attacking, threatening or coercion with one another (Kriesberg 1998:2). Conflict thus tends to be a negative concept.  Blalock (1989:7) views that a conflict occurs when two or more parties who could be individuals, groups or corporate actors exchange mutual intention of negative sanctions or punitive behaviors. However, Deutsch (1998:199) argues that a conflict could be positive and constructive or negative and destructive, and this lies in the manner in which the conflicting parties handle it.

Sources of conflict are often distinguished into three main categories: interests, understanding and ideology or beliefs. In terms of conflict of interest, each party competes to protect its own interests such as resources or rewards. With regard to conflict of understanding, each party disagrees over the best way to achieve a goal. Besides, conflict of ideologies is different in ideological interaction with interests and understanding. In particular, conflicts based on the differences in ideology are more difficult to resolve than conflicts that do not come from contrasting ideology (Druckman 1993:25-29).

Johan Galtung introduced an influential model of conflict in the late 1960s (Ramsbotham et al. 2005:9), suggesting that conflict should be viewed as a triangle with contradiction (C), attitude or assumptions (A), and behavior (B). Contradiction is underlying conflict situation which includes incompatible goals between the conflict parties. Also, contradiction is defined by the parties, their interests, and the clash of interests among them. As to attitude, it is the parties’ perceptions and misperceptions of each other and of themselves. These can be influenced by emotive (feeling), cognitive (belief) and conative (will) components. With regard to behavior, it includes co-operation or coercion, conciliation or hostility. Therefore, the full conflict occurs when all three components are present. Moreover, Galtung look at conflict as a dynamic process in which structure, attitudes and behaviors influence and change one another (Galtung 1969, 1996:72 quoted in Ramsbotham et al. 2005:9-10).

Conflict can also be explained as rooted in class division. In Marxism, class relations were necessarily exploitative and imply divisions of interest between ruling and subordinate classes. Thus, class divisions were inherently conflictual and frequently raised class struggle (Giddens and Held 1982:4).

Polantzas (1982:101-111) argued that classes were determined by their economic position and also by political and ideological sphere. In term of class in economy, the relations of production was the relationship between the owners who controlled of means of production and exploited the workers by extracting surplus from them and the workers who are exploited and possessed only their labor-owner. This relationship was similar to Marx’s idea. Nonetheless, the working class was the wage earner because it was productive workers, while white-collar workers were wage earners since they circulate commodities rather than production. With regard to political and ideological aspects, he called white-collar workers as the new petty bourgeoisie and this class has an important role in political and ideological areas. It can apply to the dominant class and its relations to the states. However, state could be the apparatus of the dominant class or had powerful independent from that class.

This analysis is important in my research because the conflict in Thailand is often referred to as consisting of irreconcilable differences in interest and ideologies, as well as being a class conflict. Furthermore, the restaurant owners I interviewed are small entrepreneurs who are often both owners and workers in their restaurants. 

2.5 Analytical Framework 


This section explains how will I sue the concept of globalization, diaspora and homeland conflict, and how do I see their political, economic and social effects on Thai diaspora in the Netherlands (see figure 2.1). 

In this research, globalization is seen as the process of interconnections and flows of information, communication, and capital and goods across Thai and Dutch national borders, to the very concrete point, where a Thai small restaurant owner can obtain spices and vegetables in Thailand, to serve her restaurant guests in Amsterdam, The Hague, or Rotterdam. Consequently, diaspora is a focal point of the links between the host and home countries. 

With regard to the notion of diasporas, this research looks at the very specific group within Thai diasporas in the Netherlands: a transnational community living away from the place of origin voluntarily, due to specific economic or personal reasons, such as business or family matters (marriage, reunion). I assume that they still feel for, and are engaged in their homeland's politics, economies and society, and that they have a vision of returning to the home country. 


In terms of the homeland conflict, this study will not define the conflict in Thailand, but will follow several definitions as they come from the respondents. Firstly, it follows the most common definition of the Thailand's political conflict among the interviewees -as a division between two incompatible and irreconcilable groups of people - yellow and red shirts - who have different ideology and interests. Secondly, it also allows for the definition in which respondents perceived the conflict rooted in the greed, interests and selfishness of the ruling classes: political, military and business elites.   

With regard to the interrelationships between globalization, diaspora and homeland conflict I do not assume that voluntary migration means that the diaspora will not be passionately involved in the conflict. I do suppose, however, that globalization allows information and communication flow beyond space and time; thus, diaspora can access the information of the homeland conflict instantly and easily. As a result, it is reasonable to assume that diaspora is affected politically, economically and socially.

With regard to political effects, diasporas access the conflict in several ways. On the one hand,  in a sort of ‘virtual conflict’ through the Internet, email, television; but those means can also allow for a more direct engagements, especially if the family and friends in Thailand are directly affected. However, I do not assume that – because they are geographically far from the conflict – diaspora does not experience pain, fear, or stress. And I disagree that because my respondents have left the country without force, or conflict, they will, as a consequence, play less influential role in homeland conflict than those who were forced to leave by violence (Lyons 2006:112).

As to economic impacts, due to capital and goods flow, I assume that diaspora’s businesses critically depend on ingredients from Thailand. Also, the number of restaurant customers may decrease due to the deteriorated image of the country. Furthermore (following literature), I assume that more remittances will be sent home, to sustain family livelihood during the conflict (Brinkerhoff 2009:10). I also assume that my respondents will be affected socially, and that their relationship with family and friends in the Netherlands and Thailand will feel the impact of the conflict. Finally, I assume that my respondents may change the communication with their family and friends in the home country, with increasing the frequency of the contacts.   
 Figure 2.1 
Analytical Framework
[image: image1.png]



Chapter 3 
Political Impact on Thai Entrepreneurs from Homeland Conflict
This chapter explores the respondents’ narratives about their political engagements and views, and the access and sources of information. Based on my interview, respondents are classified into three types of responses to the events in Thailand: 
5. Respondents who follow up political news everyday and exchange opinions frequently. In addition, they take different types of actions aimed at affecting the situation in Thailand;  

6. Respondents who follow up political news everyday and exchange opinions occasionally. However, they do not take action beyond expressing opinions about political situation and; 

7. Respondents who do not follow political news and do not talk about politics with their surrounding, and do not have any action.

3.1 Engagements in the Political Conflict 
Most Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed migrated to the Netherlands because they have married a Dutch partner or because of employment. They left Thailand before the political conflict occurred. This makes it interesting to see whether they are less involved in homeland conflict. Lyons (2006:112) argues that when diaspora leaves the country without fleeing prosecution or violence, they will play less influential roles in homeland conflict. In the case of Thai entrepreneurs, economic factors may affect involvement. Most Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed have a micro business, so they have to do administrative and management side of their business by themselves. Consequently, they may have less time for engagement in the political conflict.  
 Respondents who are most involvement in political conflict do this because they are personally interested in Thai politics and follow up the news everyday even though they are away from the country.  In particular, they read, watch, and listen about the political conflict from the news sources that have the same political orientation as they do, and exchange opinions among their own group. These incite them into action. Furthermore, mobility affects engagement. Normally, people I spoke with access homeland conflict through television, telephone, and internet. But when they visit the country of origin, they get the feeling of stress, fear, and grievance. As a result, they would like to engage. This point can be illustrated by one respondent:   

When I went back to Thailand and went to Chiangrai, I received the information that the gas station was closed during the Thaksin government because the owner was a drug dealer. However, the current government let this gas station run the business again and the owner had more power. This made me depressed. I also had a chance to go to the red-shirt protest at Ratchaprasong intersection. I saw people bring food to the red-shirts. Thus, we living aboard would like to do something to help them (Respondent 5, 20 July 2010)
.
According to the literature, diaspora accesses the conflict through telephone, television and the Internet, so it engages in it differently from the homeland groups (Demmers 2002:94). However, Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed have activities similar to those in Thailand. There are many different activities that some of the respondents I interviewed engage in. For example, the red supporters had organized a meeting in one of their restaurants in February 2010 in order to share information, exchange opinion about the current situation, and find out the way to support the red shirt movement in Thailand. Some of them collected money from red supporters in the Netherlands in order to donate it to red supporters in Thailand.
One respondent sent the letters to the Netherlands government, the United Nations and International Amnesty to pay attention the situation during the April-May 2010 rallies in Thailand. Some engaged in Rak Muang Thai newspaper
 for the Thais living in European countries, to call for democracy and drive out prime minister Abhisit Vehjjajiva. One respondent was interviewed by Business Nederlands Radio (BNR), Vpro Radio, and RTV North Holland to tell about the situation during April-May demonstrations. 
Some protested the Ahbhisit government’s use of violence by public demonstrations at Dam Square in Amsterdam in May 2010 and sent a photo of Red supporters in Holland at Dam square to Thailand, with a message ‘Red in Holland support the red shirt demonstration in Thailand’ in order to encourage the red shirt protesters.

Respondents from yellow supporters involve in political conflict to support the Abhisit government using similar activities. One respondent jointly with other Thais sent a letter supporting Abhisit Vejjajiva as a prime minister to the Royal Thai Embassy in 2009. When another respondent visited Thailand, she had a chance to join the demonstration of the multicolored groups
 which called for the red shirts to end the demonstration to bring Thailand back to the normal situation.  She also donated money to this group as well as the soldiers who got injured during the red shirt demonstration.

Many other respondents do not engage in the political conflict even though they are interested in Thai politics. As I mentioned above, some focus on their business to earn their living. Furthermore, some respondents have active roles in Thai business association and Thai community in the Netherlands. If they engage in political conflict, they will be seen as yellow or red supporters, and as a consequence this will affect their credibility. They therefore only discuss politics among cycle of friends and family members. During the conflict, some of my respondents use their Buddhist gathering to pray for a peaceful solution at the temple called Wat Buddhavihara in Amsterdam. They did this during April-May rallies. At the same time, there are respondents who do not engage in any of those actions. The reason they give for not engaging is that they are concerned about their business and survival, while some of them simply do not associate with the Thais in the Netherlands.

Therefore, while some of my respondents are very active, in general I can say that Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed play a small role in homeland conflict. This may be because they left the country voluntarily, but also for the reasons of their economic situation: their businesses are tiny, so that they have to run them by themselves. Moreover, some Thai entrepreneurs have active roles in Thai business association and Thai community so they do not want to engage in political conflict in order to maintain their credibility. As a result, it was a small number of Thai entrepreneurs among those I interviewed who are involved in homeland conflict. Thai entrepreneurs who have role in homeland conflict do it based on their personal interests. They follow the news and information from the sources that share their own political views, and exchange opinions among their own group. 
3.2 Political Views 

 
Academics analyze the root cause of conflict in different ways i.e. economic structure leading to the widening gap between the rich and the poor, Thaksin’s rule style and the Thaksin government’s policies, and media. These causes are different from what my interviewees’ state. No matter what is respondents’ level of engagement in politics, or whether they are yellow or red supporters or neutral, they mostly share the views that the root cause of conflict are  politicians who are self-interested, corrupted, and money and power hungry:  

The cause of conflict was selfishness, power, and money. It was time to share. We would like to see our country developed … Members of Parliament should work for the sake of people not self-interest (Respondent 5, 20 July 2010). 

Moreover, red supporters who are actively engaged in politics state that the conflict occurs because of injustice and unreal democracy. On the other hand, yellow supporters who are actively engaged in politics think that Thaksin’s administration lead to the political conflict.  They also think that due to the problem of poverty, people receive money from red shirts to join the demonstration, and are seduced by the media because some Thais obtain information from red shirts only. This shapes their thinking and believing. Consequently, it leads to different opinions and division. This point is similar to some academics’ analysis which identifies media as influential in the conflict. 

The respondents also consider that conflict of business interest between anti- and pro-Thaksin is one of the causes of conflict. However, yellow and red supporters and ‘neutral’ side agree that reading, listening, watching media that favor one side only leads to polarization. This assertion comes from one respondent stating that ‘each side read the information from their own side. Each side presented overstatement and led to misunderstanding’ (Respondent 1, 28 June 2010). 
In contrast, some respondents who do not follow political events in media did not give their idea of the cause of conflict; they explained that they did not follow up political news and were concerned with their own business. It can be seen from one respondent’s explanation that ‘I was normally not interested in politics because I concentrate on earning, to take care of my family’ (Respondent 22, 31 July 2010).
As can be seen respondents have similar opinions of politicians as the root cause of conflict even when they favor different political forces. They all mostly point to the problem of self-interest, corruption, and money and power hungry politicians rooted in Thai politics for a long time. According to Chai-anan Samudavanija (1981:25), a Thai scholar on political science, to understand Thai political culture, we should know the characteristic of Thai politicians seen as ‘power hungry, abusive, self-seeking, quarrelsome, good-for-nothing, inefficient, only-talk-but-nothing-is-done types of people’ and they are troublemakers for administration of the government.
According to my interviews, respondents who are actively engaged in politics as red supporters call for political change and justice. Also, they criticize strongly the Abhisit government. They think that the Abhisit’s administration neglects the poor and treats unfairly the grassroots. Besides, they blame the Abhisit government for killing the Thais during the red shirt demonstration at Ratchaprasong intersection in April-May in 2010. Moreover, they criticize the Royal family. At the same time, they admire Thaksin’s policies such as the cheap health care, OTOP
, one million baht village funds and anti-drug policy. One respondent pointed out: 

I liked Thaksin’s policies, especially OTOP because people had their jobs and they did not migrate to find the job in Bangkok. This helped them have more time to take care of their family. If Thaksin still were prime minister, our country would be developed more than it is now (Respondent 10, 22 July 2010).
On the other hand, yellow supporters who are actively engaged in politics strongly support the Abhisit government and agree with the government’s way of handling the red shirt demonstration. They think that closure of Suvarnabhumi Airport damaged the country less than the red shirt demonstration at Ratchaprasong. Also, they do not agree to link the monarchy with politics.

Respondents who do not favor either red or yellow shirts disagree with the actions of both because, in their views, they damage the Thai image and economy. One respondent expressed her views emotionally:  

Both sides were crazy. Why they made trouble to others? Why they did not rally at Sanamluang (place for political demonstration in Bangkok)? This made not only the Thais to be in trouble but also foreigners. Thailand had never been colonized. We were a ‘land of smile’. I felt sad that the Thais killed and fought each other (Respondent 4, 19 July 2010).

Furthermore, my respondents think that money can buy the Thais. When they give you money, you feel gratitude and participate in the demonstration, be it with the yellow or with red shirts. Besides, they view that the Thais should be more patient and let the Abhisit government work its four-year term. 

The overall picture of political opinions shows that those who favor specific side and are actively engaged in supporting it justify it by wanting to see political change and have the government that they like.  

3.3 Solution to the Conflict  
Respondents proposed the solutions to the conflict in different ways. Those who are actively engaged in ‘red politics’ focus on the government. They request the Abhisit government should implement policies for everyone equally, especially concerning for the poor. For instance, the Abhisit government should follow the Thaksin’s policies, particularly universal health care; should not use double standards to tackle the yellow/red shirts action. They also call for the dissolution of Parliament and new national election to get the new government supported by the majority of the Thais. Yellow supporters actively engaged in politics look at the media: it should be neutral and moral, respect its professional standards, and have responsibility for the society. It also should bring up the facts, not colorful information. 

Nevertheless, most respondents who think that politicians are the main cause of the conflict also think that this problem is difficult to solve. However, they hope that the new generations will play the important role in politics instead of senior politicians and they will do it for the sake of the country. Besides, they express opinion that the Thai education system should be improved, especially putting more Buddhist subjects in the school to have more moral in the young’s mentality. They believe that education also will encourage the way of thinking and capability to analyze the situation in order to realize which one is right or wrong. In addition, whatever their political orientation, many respondents have the same view that media should be improved to be impartial. Those who do not have a favorite political side also think that the yellow and red shirts should both accept their own mistakes and then turn to talk by considering the country’s interest; meanwhile they should bring the good policies from each side and work together. 

Interestingly, the justification of the proposed solutions for the political conflict from all respondents be they active or not, are similar: they all claim that they want a country to be better. 

Overall, being separated from the ‘core conflict’ and accessing the information through ‘virtual conflict’, diaspora is supposed to have perception of conflict different from the home country (Demmers 2002:95). However, Thai entrepreneurs’ political views that I interviewed - especially those who actively support red and yellow politics - are similar to the Thais in Thailand. There may be many reasons for this. Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands communicate with their family members and friends in Thailand. They contact their family via telephone, skype, and email everyday or 1-2 times a week. Besides talking about livelihood, they talk about the Thai situation, especially in the time of chaotic politics. Furthermore, they contact their Thai friends. Some entrepreneurs have friends who work as government officials, military, policemen, doctors or journalists and some have friends involved in activities of the yellow or red shirts in Thailand. As a result, they are informed about what is going on. They also go back to Thailand at least once a year and stay there at least 2-3 weeks so they have a chance to see the situation in place of origin and talk to other Thais and associate with the Thais in the Netherlands, and exchange opinions about Thai politics.

One important reason for similar opinions between Thais in the Netherlands and Thais in Thailand is that most of my respondents have left the country when they were adult or young adult
. They were educated in Thai schools and society which teach to respect a ‘Nation, Religion and Monarchy’. This is embedded in their minds and the way of thinking. Consequently, they still retain elements of Thai culture even though they live in the Netherlands or may be married to a Dutch partner. People in the Netherlands discuss monarchy and the Dutch Royal family in public. But based on my respondents, most of them still respect the Thai King and do not mention bad things about the Royal family. For those who have migrated to the Netherlands when they were young, the way of thinking may be different. 
Lastly, although they receive information from foreign news such as CNN, BBC, and the Netherlands broadcasters, they still read, watch, and listen to the news from Thai sources such as online newspapers, websites, and satellite television. In particular, if they are not sure in the information that they receive, they ask their friends and family members in Thailand or their Thai friends in the Netherlands. These have influence on their thinking. 
3.4 Source of Information 


Due to free availability of information, diaspora can access more information on the state of the nation (Newman 2006:96). According to interviews, my respondents access the information about Thai political conflict from various sources:  Websites, online Thai newspapers, Thai Global Network
, Thai Cable TV
, foreign channels i.e. CNN, BBC, Netherlands news and the Thais networks both in Thailand and the Netherlands i.e. friends, and family members. 

Respondents who are actively engaged in conflict and those who are not obtain the same source of information:  from internet, the Thais networks both in Thailand and the Netherlands, foreign channels especially from Netherland news, online Thai newspapers. Those who are interested in politics but limited in engagement also watch Thai cable TV.  And although most of my respondents access the information from the same sources, they still go for different media. For example, red supporters access specific Thai websites that support red shirt politics i.e. prachatai (www.prachatai.com) and sarichon (www.sarichon.com).  Besides, one respondent stated: 

I did not watch Thai Global Network because the news from the government side distorted the information; I did not read Thai newspapers which supported bureaucratic polity such as the Nation, Bangkok Post, and Thai Post since they colored information to destroy the opposite side. But I read Manager Daily newspaper, the yellow shirts media, to know what they did (Respondent 9, 22 July 2010).
This indicates that they do not receive the information from the government and newspaper which support bureaucratic polity. At the same time, they follow the news from opposite side to know its movement. On the other hand, respondents from yellow supporters will access managerradio (ww.managerradio.com) and Manager Daily newspaper.

In contrast, respondents who are interested in politics but limited in engagement access various media. They do not have specific website to follow up the news. They access the Thai websites which have variety of information and link to other sources i.e. kapook (www.kapook.com), sanook (www.sanook.com), and pantip (www.pantip.com). They also follow up the news from Thai Global Network seen as the source of information from the government, and read various online Thai newspapers such as Thairath, Dailynews, Matichon, Khaosod, and Manager Daily. However, some of them do not read Thairath and Dailynews because they are seen as opposition to the government, and some do not access red shirt media because they consider them as distorting and coloring information. 

With respect to respondents who stated that they do not follow the political conflict at all, some stated that they do not like to read newspaper but prefer watching TV, especially Thai Cable TV. They say they prefer following Thai TV series rather than news because they focus on earning and want to relax after work.

However, it is interesting that the Thais networks both in Thailand and the Netherlands are the important sources of information for everybody. Due to access to political news through television, internet, and email, they would like to know what is really happening. They ask and check the information from their family members and friends in Thailand and discuss with their friends in the Netherland to exchange information.  This makes some of the respondents feel that they access information differently from the Thais in Thailand, especially, that they cannot access updated information, and cannot know the real situation. One respondent noted that ‘Being here means we could not access updated information, except from CNN and BBC. So we did not know precise situation in Thailand’ (Respondent 19, 23 July 2010).

At the same time, due to censorship of the information from the government in Thai media, my respondents also feel they have freedom to access the information and have many choices such as internet, and foreign news. For instance, the government censored red shirts’ media during April-May rallies in 2010. But being here, they could access prachatai and sarichon website. This was confirmed by one respondent: 

Even though the government tried to block the red shirts’ media which could not be accessed in Thailand, the red shirts had channel to contact each other (Respondent 9, 22 July 2010).

Therefore, the Thais living in the Netherlands can access many sources, especially from Thailand. This helps them retain interest of homeland conflict and influence their opinions, which are similar to the Thais in Thailand. Also, source of information, especially access to news which is one sided, is one important factor to incite engagement in homeland conflict. For instance, during red shirt demonstration in April-May, red supporters in the Netherlands watched and read this news; as a consequence they decided to do something in support of red shirt protesters in Thailand, and organized a protest at the Dam Square. 
3.5 In Conclusion 


Due to advance communication and information flow, Thai entrepreneurs can access information about Thai political conflict instantly and easily. Interestingly, Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed have lived here for 10 to 21 years, but still have the same opinions as the Thais in Thailand. I suggest that this is because they keep communication with their family members and friends in Thailand, travel to Thailand, and are associated with the Thais in the Netherlands. Also, they left Thailand when they were already young adults or adults so they still keep certain way of thinking about politics and the Royal family. Besides, they obtain the most sources of information about Thai political conflict from Thailand. However, although they are interested in political news, only a small number of my informants directly engaged in homeland conflict (for example, by collecting money, or demonstrating). Moreover, most of them run micro businesses which they have to administrate and manage by themselves. Also, some Thai entrepreneurs have active roles in business association or Thai community so they try to avoid involvement with political conflict in Thailand to maintain their credibility. Nevertheless, a small number of Thai entrepreneurs who are involved in political conflict mostly access one-sided information, and exchange opinions among those who have the same political views. Therefore, source of information and its relation to specific political views are important factors of influence on Thai entrepreneurs’ engagements in political conflict in Thailand.
Chapter 4 
Economic Impact on Thai Entrepreneurs from Homeland Conflict

Most Thais whom I interviewed in the Netherlands do micro business. They have to administrate and manage by themselves within their family.  Some owners work as chiefs or waiters/waitresses as well. Of a total of 27 respondents, Fourteen run businesses for 1-10 years, eleven of them run it for 11-20 years and two for 21 year and more. They depend on ingredients from Thailand. They buy ingredients and vegetables from Chinese grocery shops followed by Asian products Import Company, Thai grocery shops and wholesale shops. Their businesses therefore may be affected by homeland conflict. Besides, due to homeland conflict, they may have to send back more money to support their family members in Thailand. This chapter explores and analyzes impact on Thai entrepreneurs’ business and remittances, and how they deal with the effects.
4.1 Impact on Business  
 

Thai entrepreneurs’ business is affected both directly and indirectly by the political conflict. As to the direct impact, when the Thai political conflict occurred, especially Suvarnabhumi Airport siege by yellow shirts in 2008, Thai restaurant and grocery owners I interviewed were affected because they depend on vegetables and ingredients imported from Thailand. One respondent said: 
When the yellow shirts seized Suvarnabhumi Airport, it affected the import of Thai products about 2 weeks because they could not be exported via Suvarnabhumi Airport. Even though they were exported through Chiang Mai or Phuket Airport, vegetables were exported with delay and were not fresh anymore - such as holy basil, sweet basil, coriander, bird chili, lemongrass, galangal, and lime leaf (Respondent 1, 28 June 2010).

As a result, restaurant owners lacked Thai vegetables and ingredients for cooking and selling i.e. bird chili, holy basil, sweet basil, coriander, lemongrass, galangal, lime leaf, eggplant, turkey berry, and yard long bean. In this particular case, they were affected for only two or three weeks.

To solve this problem, they used various strategies. They used vegetables imported from other countries. This strategy was also used by a grocery owner. For instance, they use lemongrass and galangal from Dominican Republic, yard long bean from Vietnam or Surinam, bird chili from Suriname or Spain, green shallot and coriander from Surinam or Turkey. Besides, they used basilica leaf from Italy instead of holy basil from Thailand. Also, they used canned vegetables such as bamboo shoot and baby corn. For example, they used bamboo shoot instead of Thai eggplant to cook green curry with chicken (kaeng keaw wan kai). Besides, they adapted to the vegetables which they could find in the Netherlands such as bush bean instead of yard long bean, eggplant instead of turkey berry.

However, some of the respondents did not use vegetables and ingredients from other countries in cooking because they wanted to preserve the quality and the real taste of Thai food. Therefore, they explained to the customers instead, that they could not access the ingredients. Some of them, due to short term impact of closure of Suvarnabhumi Airport, could use vegetables that they kept in refrigerator. Finally, some of them adapted menus. For example, beef fried with holy basil was changed to beef fried with oyster sauce, or shrimp fried with holy basil was replaced by shrimp fried with bird chili.

Another impact was increased price of Thai products. Due to the political conflict, Thai economy was in recession. The price of goods in Thailand increased so when the goods were exported, the price was higher. Consequently, my respondents had to pay higher price for ingredients. Furthermore, one respondent stated:  

The price of Thai vegetables was higher because European Union (EU) had tough measures for quality control. Thai vegetables were exposed to excessive pesticide, compared to EU standard, so they were blocked during checking control. I thought this happened because the Thai government focused only on political conflict; as a consequence it neglected to control the quality of exporting Thai products (Respondent 7, 21 July, 2010).
The problem of exporting Thai products to EU is a decade-long, since EU imposed a high standard of importing vegetables and fruits. EU has found  pesticide residues in Thai vegetables many times higher than that allowed and EU has notified Thai government through Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF), a tool of exchange of information about measures taken (such as withholding, recalling or rejection of products concerned), since 2008. EU therefore has imposed new requirements of import control by strictly checking from 10 percent to 50 percent of consignments and this measure has been effective with three types of Thai vegetables i.e. (1) yard long bean (2) aubergines and (3) brassica vegetables since 25 January 2010. It means that when these vegetables are imported to EU countries, they will be withheld for two days to check documents and for two or three days for checking pesticide residues in laboratory. The cost of this process burdens the importers.
 As a result, the price of importing Thai vegetables is increasing.

Besides, due to blocking of Thai products from EU, some vegetables are imported illegally - such as holy basil and lime leaf. As a consequence Thai products become more expensive in EU countries. The example of increasing price of Thai products is that coriander selling in Thailand is 300 bath or 7 Euros
 per 1 kilo; but when it is exported to the Netherlands, the price is 20 Euros per 1 kilo
.

Nonetheless, as mentioned above, the restaurant owners I interviewed  have strategies to solve the increasing price of Thai products by using products from other countries, by reducing Thai ingredients in cooking, changing menus or ways of preparing food, or simply paying more for the product. With regard to indirect impact, it was argued by my respondents that the political conflict – even if it does not affect the customers visiting the restaurants, makes them curious. And this curiosity affects the owners’ feeling. One respondent stated:

The conflict did not affect the customers coming at the restaurant, but they always asked about the situation in Thailand, when would the country go back to normal situation, whether they could travel in Thailand or not?, why Thailand was ‘a land of smile’ but the Thais killed each other?. Most customers had been to Thailand (Respondent 18, 23 July 2010). 

The owner appreciated those questions, and felt a sense of solidarity coming from the customers. At the same time,  the image as ‘a land of smile’ and ‘Buddhist country’ has become bad in foreigner’s eyes and some have cancelled a trip to Thailand during April-May 2010. Interestingly, one respondent noted: 

Foreigners who had a plan to go to Thailand cancelled because of violent situation. Thus, they did not know Thai food. Most customers knew Thai food because they visited Thailand. When they came back from travel, they would like to try it again (Respondent 15, 27 July 2010). 

According to this respondent, because tourism is the main source of income of Thailand, those cancellations affect both Thai economy, and indirectly, Thai restaurant business in the Netherlands. However, some of the owners noted that they try to persuade the customers to visit Thailand to help the country. They explain the customers that the serious situation occurs only in Bangkok not in countryside so they can travel to other provinces and accommodation, food and transportation are cheap in Thailand.  

As can be seen above, the impact of homeland conflict on Thai small business in the Netherlands is small, because of the business scale.  This makes the restaurant owners more flexible to adapt to the situations caused by the conflict. In particular, due to globalization, tropical vegetables from other countries can be imported the Netherlands, and can substitute Thai ingredients.  
4.2 Impact on Remittances 


All Thai entrepreneurs in the Netherlands that I interviewed still have family members in Thailand, so they remit money to their family. They send on average 350 Euros per month. In particular, in the time of conflict, according to the literature, they are supposed to send back more money to family to improve financial security and well-being. Brinkerhoff (2009:10) points out that remittance are important to sustain livelihood during conflict and constructive contribution to the homeland.

However, based on my interview, 14 respondents of the total 27 did not send more remittances to their family, although the growth of Thai economy slowed down because of political conflict. One respondent stated  

I did not send back more money to my family because my sisters and brothers had their own income; but I sent money to my mother. This was Thai culture that children should give money to their parent (Respondent 12, 25 July, 2010).

Thais are usually taught to have responsibility to take care of parents when they have their own income, to show gratitude. At the same time, due to world economic crisis, their businesses may not do as well as it did in the past.  As a result, they have to save money for their own business. Besides, some respondents pointed out that they did send back more money because of strength of Thai baht compared with Euros since the beginning of 2010, and not because of homeland conflict. This is a factor of Thai economic situation. Nonetheless, only five respondents remitted more money to support family’s finance. For instance, one respondent stated ‘I sent more money to support my family - from 200 Euros before to 300 Euros per month now - because Thai economy slowed down’ (Respondent 17, 16 July 2010). Interestingly, eight respondents did not send home remittances at all because their family in Thailand already had secure status. 

Therefore, the political conflict does not appear to affect the Thai restaurant owners with whom I spoke to send more remittances to their family members in Thailand because they send remittance as a duty to show gratitude, they have to save for their business to survive world economic crisis, or  their family in Thailand already has financial security.       

4.3 In Conclusion

Political conflict in Thailand appears to have very limited effect on Thai entrepreneurship in the Netherlands. One of the main reasons seems to be because those businesses are small scale. Due to doing micro business, restaurant owners can adapt to the situation easily. In particular, when they encounter the shortage of ingredients importing from Thailand and increasing price of Thai products, they can substitute by using similar vegetables importing from other countries, which are cheaper than Thai vegetables. Besides, they can adapt menus and use ingredients in stock. As to remittances, they do not remit more money to support their family members because sending remittances is seen as a duty, respect and responsibility towards the parents, no matter if Thai economy is good or bad. At the same time, they have to save money for their business to survive global economic crisis. 

Therefore, the economic impact on Thai entrepreneurs’ seems to be related to other factors, particularly world economic recession. Their businesses are affected by economic crisis in Europe because their customers spend less money in the restaurants. Besides, the high cost of transportation owning to rising oil price and the appreciation of Thai baht compared with Euro since the beginning of 2010 are the factors of the increasing price of Thai products. The latter factor also makes some Thai entrepreneurs send back more money to their family in Thailand. It can be said that Thai entrepreneurs are affected by world economy more than homeland conflict.

Chapter 5 
Social Impact on Thai Entrepreneurs from Homeland Conflict

Of the 27 Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed 12 have lived in the Netherlands between 11-20 years and 11 for more than 21 year. Only four respondents have resided in the Netherlands for less than 10 years. Eleven respondents migrated because they have married a Dutch partner, while five were divorced a Dutch partner.  Nine respondents have married a Thai partner, either in the Netherlands or already before moving. Only two respondents are still single. Most of the respondents are associated with Thai community through the temple, on the important Buddhist days or Thai traditional days.  Some however do not associate with Thai community.  Nonetheless, everyone whom I interviewed have family members in Thailand, Sixteen of the respondents stated that they have a big family
 in Thailand. Also, they have friends in Thailand. They contact their family and friends via telephone, skype, or email. Besides, everyone goes back to Thailand for a visit. Nineteen respondents visit Thailand once or twice a year, while others do it either less often (once in two years), or much more often (three or four times a year). Therefore, their relationship and communication with their family members and friends in Thailand and the Netherlands may be affected by homeland conflict.

This chapter explores the effects on dynamics of the relationship and communication between Thai entrepreneurs and family members and friends in Thailand and in the Netherlands. I investigate whether homeland conflict affects those relationships, and if so, how.  

5.1 The Relationship with Families and Friends in Thailand  
Due to advance communication, diaspora can contact their families and friends in the home country easier and faster. From my interviews, fourteen respondents contact their family members once to three times a week and eight respondents contact them every day. Others communicate once in two weeks or once a month. Besides talking about their life, they talk about Thai politics, to follow the situation in Thailand.  Family members have various opinions about the conflict. Some are yellow or red supporters. However, Thai entrepreneurs try to avoid having an argument with the family members. If they know one of their family members have different political views from them, they only listen to them and talk about other issues: 

My brother was red supporter so I did not talk to him about politics. If my discussion would lead to the benefit for the country, I would do it even though we would fight.  But if I talked to him and this led to quarrel and nothing could change in my country, I avoided talking to him (Respondent 8, 21 July 2010).
The respondents try to maintain good relationships with their family members, especially brothers and sisters, because they are far away from home country but hope that they would return and stay in Thailand at the end of their life. Another important reason is that their family members are the essential source of information. Thus, in order to know what is really happening in Thailand, particularly in the time of political unrest, they need to maintain good relationships.   

Most of my respondents also stated that they do not communicate with the family members more frequently when the political rallies are acute. For example, when the red shirts demonstrated at Ratchaprasong intersection in Bangkok during April-May 2010, twenty respondents contacted their family members as usual. The reason is that some of them communicate with the family every day. Besides, due to the protest happening in Bangkok, those with family members in countryside do not have to worry about them. Only seven respondents stated that they contacted their family more often because they have parents, sisters, brothers, nieces or nephews living, working or studying near the sites of demonstrations:  

During red shirt demonstration, I was worried about my sisters and brothers because they lived in Bangkok. I contacted them through skype –from twice or three times per week to every day (Respondent 19, 23 July 2010).
Some respondents still have friends in Thailand. They also ask them about the situation and exchange opinions about political conflict. Although they have different opinions with their friends and have argument, they still keep good relationship. The reasons are the same with family members: being away from a country, they do not have many Thai friends in Thailand and they would like to stay in Thailand at the end of their life. Also, some respondents have friends as key informants because their friends work as government officials, military, policemen, doctors or journalists or are directly involved in the activities of the yellow or red shirts.  This also makes some respondents communicate with their friends frequently during political demonstration in order to get deeper information.

Owning to having family members and friends in Thailand, my respondents have continued to visit the country regardless of the conflict since late 2005. However, if there are big demonstrations like closure of Suvarnabhumi Airport by yellow shirts or red shirt demonstration at Ratchaprasong, this affects the decision to visit Thailand, because of personal safety.

In conclusion, in the short term, the homeland conflict affects the relationship and communication between Thai entrepreneurs and family members and friends in Thailand in as much as they invest extra effort to avoid problematic political discussions. Also, the short term effect is felt in the decision to postpone the visit to Thailand. Whether this can have some long term consequences in the relationships still needs to be researched.
5.2 The Relationship with Families, Friends and Business Partners in the Netherlands  
While Thai political conflict created divide in Thai society between the yellow and red supporters - to the point that family members would chose different political affiliations - Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed stated that they do not have the problem in the relationship with their Thai and Dutch family and friends in the Netherlands. 

Respondents who have a Dutch partner assume the position of someone who can explain what is really happening in Thai political conflict because they access information not only from television or internet but also from the Thai networks in Thailand and the Netherlands, whereas their partners can only obtain the news from television, foreign newspapers or internet. The respondents also noted that their Dutch partners do not have the same emotional reaction to the conflict. 

As to the few respondents having a Thai partner, they mostly share political perspective. If they have different views, they state that they do not make this an issue, as they wish to avoid a quarrel. One of the respondents stated that - because they stay away from home country and have to help each other to run business for surviving – it is crucial to avoid topics that can lead to a quarrel. Among their children who grew up in the Netherlands - many are not interested in Thai politics. This finding is similar to the arguments to be found in the literature, where it is said that descendants have a weaker link to the motherland and lack of national consciousness (Koser 2007:245, Newman 2006:96).

With regard to the relationship with close friends in the Netherlands, Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed prefer to associate with the Thais who have the same views on politics. Maybe because they have to avoid potential conflict with the family and friends in Thailand, and with the family in the Netherlands, their Thai friends with the same political opinion become very important.  When they meet other Thais at the temple, restaurants or Thai concerts, they avoid talking about politics because they are not sure who supports which ‘side’. If they know that their friends have different perspective in politics, they do not talk about it.  They do not want the disputes and quarrels. As one respondent stated, since they are far away from the home country they should not be divided like the Thais in Thailand. Furthermore, some friends have the same business so they depend on each other for help. However, one respondent stated, although they are still friends with people with different opinion, the relationship is not as cordial as before the conflict,  because they have to be constantly careful not to talk about politics.

However, one respondent said:  ‘The divide between the yellow and red supporters occurred not only in Thailand but also in the Netherlands. Before that, we did not have this polarization here’ (Respondent 19, 23 July 2010). 

This polarization is reflected in activities among Thai restaurant owners. For example, they prepared the Fifth Thailand Grand Festival, an annual Thai food and concert festival, during 3-4 July 2010. This event is initiated by the Thai embassy in the Netherlands, with an objective to unite Thai restaurant owners to work together and promote Thai food in the Netherlands, and ultimately contribute to Thai tourism. The event is usually seen as in honor of the King Bhumibol Adulyadej because for the first and second time, organized in the first week of September in 2006 and 2007 respectively; it was in celebration of 60th anniversary of His Majesty the King’s accession to the throne and 80th birthday anniversary of His Majesty the King respectively. For the third and fourth time during the first week of September in 2008 and 2009 respectively, the income of this event was donated to charity for the King’s elder sister, Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani Vadhana, passing away, and for His Majesty The King’s foundation respectively. 

Even though the fifth festival was going to be very commercialized, the link between the Thailand Grand Festival and the King meant that some restaurant owners did not want to work with other owners who are red supporters. They also did not want the red supporters to participate in the event. One respondent stated: 

Normally, Thai restaurant owners helped each other but when this conflict between the yellow and red shirts occurred, it created the conflict among restaurant owners. Some of the owners gossiped and cursed the red supporters in Holland (Respondent 5, 20 July 2010).

So, while the direct effect of political conflict in Thailand is not that visible in the relationship of Thai entrepreneurs with their families in Thailand and the Netherlands, or the friends in Thailand, it has serious effect on the relationship between Thai entrepreneurs and their business partners and friends in the Netherlands. Although they still keep the relationships, the friendship is not cordial anymore.  Furthermore, political conflict has created polarization among Thai entrepreneurs because they do not want to work with opposite sides and prefer to associate with business partners who have the same perspective.

Chapter 6 Conclusion
It cannot be denial that globalization as the process of interconnection by flows of information, communication, and capital and goods across national borders links diaspora with the home country. In essence, globalization allows diaspora access to the homeland conflict instantly and easily via the Internet, television, and telephone; at the same time it brings the homeland conflict closer to diaspora. 

The main questions of this research were about the effects of the conflict on the life and the business of the Thai diaspora. I found that regarding political effects, Thai entrepreneurs’ engagements in political conflict are relatively limited, because they left the country voluntarily, before the conflict occurred. This finding is to some extent similar to the literature, where it says that if diaspora leaves the country without fleeing prosecution or conflict, it will play less roles in the homeland conflict (Lyons 2006:112). However, in the case of Thai entrepreneurs, we need to take consideration of other factors, especially the size of business. They have micro business which has to be administrated and managed by themselves, so they have to focus on it, and may have less time for politics.  Beside, some have an important role in Thai business association or Thai community so they have to protect their credibility. Nevertheless, some respondents engage in political conflict.  Interestingly, source of information is an important factor to incite involvement, particularly obtaining one-sided information. This factor - and especially the role of media - needs further research.   According to literature, diaspora  is supposed to have different perception of the homeland conflict from the homeland groups because it does not have directly experiences of violence, fear, and pain (Demmers 2002:95). Nonetheless, Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed have the same range of perceptions like the Thais in Thailand. I suggest the reason is that they left Thailand when they were already young adults or adults; as a result they still keep the way of thinking about politics and the Royal family. They also visit Thailand and keep communication with family members and friends in Thailand as well as associated with the Thais in the Netherlands. Moreover, they access the most sources of information about political conflict from Thailand.

With respect to economic effects, Thai entrepreneurs whom I interviewed are affected by the homeland conflict in very limited way, because their businesses are small-size and can adapt to the situation easily. Due to globalization of capital and goods flows, they can substitute Thai ingredients with similar imports from other countries when they encounter shortage of Thai ingredients. Besides, having business in Europe, they are much more affected by European economic crisis and world economic recession, than by homeland conflict.

As to social impacts, the relationship between Thai entrepreneurs and friends and family members in Thailand and family in the Netherlands is not affected by the homeland conflict because all politically problematic situations are actively avoided.  The family members and friends in Thailand are essential sources of information about political conflict, thus my respondents depend on them for information. With regard to the family in the Netherlands, the partner who is a Dutch does not have the same emotional response to the conflict as the Thais; and the children who grew up in the Netherlands often do not feel attached to the homeland. This creates less possibility for conflict. Even though some of my informants have a Thai partner, they try not to make politics an issue because they have to help each other to run business. Nonetheless, the Thai political conflict creates polarization among Thai entrepreneurs and their business partners in the Netherlands because they avoid working with people who have different political views. This difference in views affects the relationship between the Thai respondents and their friends in the Netherlands too, as they prefer to associate with people with the same opinions. 

Thus, the general conclusion of this research is that short term effects of the homeland conflict are most visible in social and business contacts, and in political engagements. Economic effects are extremely limited. Globalization seems to have a contradictory effect: it both closes and opens trade channels for the restaurant owners, and makes imported goods easily replaceable. However, globalization in the form of access to information makes political engagements possible: people can follow only one kind of news, from a different part of the world, and ignore all others. This can contribute to the engagement in the conflict. While the results of this research cannot be generalized, I hope that they offer interesting insights for further inquiries.   
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Appendices

Appendix 1
Table 1.1 
Summary of Thai Entrepreneurs’ views, engagements, and source of information

	Level of  Engagements
	Views
	Engagements
	Source of information

	Actively engaged in public and other actions 

(5)
	Cause of Conflict

Yellow/Red supporters

1. Self-interest, corruption, money and power hungry politicians

Yellow supporters

1. Thaksin’s administration

2. The problem of poverty

3. Access to one sided media

Red supporters

1. Injustice and unreal democracy

Overall picture of opinions

Yellow supporters

1. Strongly support the Abhisit government

2. Red shirt demonstration at Ratchaprasong damages a country more than closure of Suvarnabhumi airport

3. Disagree to link the monarchy with politics

Red supporters

1.Call for political change and justice

2.Strongly criticize the Abhisit government

3.Admire Thaksin’s policies

4.Criticize the Royal family
Solution of conflict

Yellow supporters

1. Media : neutral and moral

Red supporters

1. Request the Abhisit government implementing policy equally and should not use double standards to tackle with the yellow/red shirts action
2. Dissolve parliament
	Yellow/Red supporters

1. Financial support

2. Public demonstration

Yellow supporters

1. Sending letter to support the homeland government
Red supporters

1. Engage in media campaigns

2. Lobby host government and other international organizations to take action


	1. Access to every source:
-Internet (website)

-Foreign news i.e. CNN, BBC, Netherlands broadcasts
-Online Thai newspapers
-Thais network both Thailand and the Netherlands

-Satellite  television i.e. Thai Global Network

2. Focus on media from own side




	  Level of Engagements 
	Views
	Engagements
	Source of information

	Interested but engaged in very limited type of  actions 

(15)
	Cause of Conflict

Yellow/Red supporters/neutral side

1. Self-interest, corruption, money and power hungry politicians

2.Access to one sided media

Neutral side

1.Conflict of business interest between anti-and pro-Thaksin

Overall picture of opinions

Yellow/Red supporters/neutral side

1.Disagree to link the monarchy with politics

Neutral side

1. Disagree with the yellow/red shirt action

2. To be patient to let the Abhisit government work in four- year term
3. Money can buy the Thais to join demonstration with either yellow or red shirts

Yellow supporters

1. Agree with the Abhisit government to disperse the red shirt rallies

Red supporters

1. Disagree with the Abhisit government to disperse the red shirt rallies

2. Admire Thaksin’s policies

Solution of conflict

Yellow/Red supporters/neutral side

1. Hopefully, new generation will play important role in politics

Neutral side

1. Improve education system

2. Media : neutral and moral

3. Both sides accept mistakes, talk and work together

Red supporters

1. Request the Abhisit government implementing policy equally 

2. Dissolve parliament
	1. Discussion on Thai politics among cycle of friends and family members

2. Praying for a peaceful country at temple
	1. Access to every source:
-Internet (website)

-Foreign news i.e. CNN, BBC, Netherlands broadcasts
-Online Thai newspapers
-Thais network both Thailand and the Netherlands

-Satellite  television i.e. Thai Global Network

-Thai Cable TV

2. Obtain various media

	 Level of Engagements 
	Views
	Engagements
	Source of information

	’

‘ Not interested in politics’  and not engaged in activities around conflict 

(7)
	Cause of Conflict

1. Self-interest, corruption, money and power hungry politicians

Overall picture of opinions

1. Don’t know what the fact of conflict

2. Would like to see harmony in Thai society

Solution of conflict

1. Hopefully, new generation will play important role in politics

2. Improve education system


	Non-action
	- Access to some sources i.e. Internet and Thai Cable TV, especially preferring watching television  more than reading newspapers


Appendix 2 
Table 1.2
Media accessed by Thai entrepreneurs
	Media
	Government
	Yellow shirts
	Red shirts
	Support Government
	Against Government
	General (neither yellow nor red shirts)

	Satellite Television

-Thai Global Network
	I
	
	
	
	
	

	Website

-Prachatai

-Sarichon

-Managerradio online

-Kapook

-Sanook

-Pantip
	
	I
	I

I


	
	
	I

I

I

	Online Thai Newspapers
-The Nation

-Bangkok Post

-Thairath

-Dailynews

-Matichon

-Khaosod

-Manager Daily

-Thai Post
	
	I
	
	I

I

I
	I

I

I

I


	

	Foreign News

-CNN

-BBC

-Netherlands broadcasts
	
	
	
	
	
	I

I

I

	Thai Cable TV

-Doo TV

-Obizgo

-Thai TV

-BBTVThai
	
	
	
	
	
	I

I

I

I
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�1euro=49.82 baht (based on annual average exchange rate between 2002 and 2006; Bank of Thailand <http://www2.bot.or.th/ statistics/ReportPage.aspx?reportID=123&language=th>) 


�Ibid.


�The PAD has five core leaders i.e. Sondhi Limthongkul, the owner of the Manager Media Group and former supporter-turned foe of Thaksin; Maj. Gen. Chamlong Srimuang, former Thaksin’s mentor, former Bangkok governor, and one of the 1992 uprising against military rule; Somsak Kosaisuk, leader of labor union activist; Phiphob Thongchai, a senior NGO activist and; Somkiat Phongpaiboon, a political activist and Democrat parliamentarian.


�Under the new Constitution, the important element is choosing 400 Members of Parliament (MPs) (Article 93). The party list system reduces from 100 to 80 MPs (Articles 95 to 98). As to a Senate, it is replaced by a 150-member Senate after 1997, comprising 76 elected senators who elect from each of Thailand’s currently 76 provinces, with 74 appointed Senators (Articles 111, 112). In connection with the education of MPs, Senators and Ministers, MPs are not required to hold at least bachelor's degrees but Senators and ministers still have to be graduates. For calling for a no-confidence motion, the new Constitution requires the support of one-sixth of MPs against a minister (Article 159), and one-fifth of MPs against the prime minister (Article 158). The prime minister can only stay in the eight consecutive years in office (Article 171) (McCargo, 2008:337-338).


�The UDD includes Jatuporn Prompan, a parliamentarian from the opposition Pheu Thai Party (the third party of Thaksin’ proxy party); Nattawut Saikua, a Thai politician and a former member of the TRT; Veera Musikapong, a former TRT executive and former President of People’s Television; Charan Ditthapichai, a former member of the National Human Rights Commission; and Dr. Weng Tohjirakan, chairman of the ‘Federation for Democracy’ and constitutional reform activist.


�Data from the RSIO website <http://www.redshirtinternational.org>.


�Database from the website of Central Bureau of Statistic Netherlands. Accessed on 27 August 2010<http://statline.cbs.nl/StatWeb/publicaiton/?DM=SLEN7PA=37325ENG&D1=a&D3=0&D4=0&D5=217&D6=10-14&LA=EN&HDR=G2,G3,G4,G1,G5&STB+T& CHARTTYPE=1&VW=T>


�Informal discussion with a Thai embassy staff in the Netherlands.


�Collecting data from interview with the Thai restaurant owners.


�Dutch chamber of commerce categorizes the micro, small, and medium business by the amounts of employees and profits as follows; the micro business is less than 10 employees and turn over  ≤ € 2 million, the small business is less than 50 employees and turn over ≤ € 10 million, and the medium business is less than 250 employees and turn over≤ € 43 million.


�Because Thai community, and especially Thai restaurant owners community in the Netherlands is very small, it would be very easy to recognize the individual respondents if their personal characteristics were displayed. For that reason, in order to protect their identities, I give here the summary characteristics. With the approval of my supervisor, the information about the individual interviewees remains undisclosed. 


�10th Thai Junior Encyclopedia categorizes the range of age i.e. adult is between 26-35 years old, middle age is between 35-55 years old and old age is 55 years old up.


�For instance, the Tamil diaspora in Canada and Western Europe provide funding to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to fight with the Sinhalese government forces in Sri Lanka (Dammers 2002:86). 





�The respondents are still referred to in the text by the number and date of interview.


�This newspaper closed during mid year of 2010 because of financial problems.


�This group supports the Abhisit government and has Doctor Tul Sittisomwong, as a group leader. He supported the yellow shirts before so this group is seen as the yellow shirts as well. 


�One Tambon One Product (OTOP) project is the promotion of local Thai products through using local materials from every Tambon (equivalent of village or town in English). This leads to distribution of income to the rural people. 





�10th Thai Junior Encyclopedia categorizes the range of age i.e. young adult is between 18-25 years old and adult is between 26-35 years old.


�Thai satellite television channel operates by the Royal Thai Army Television and broadcasts to 170 countries in six continents as well as provides 24-hour-programs.


�It is Doo TV, Obizgo, Thai TV, and BBTVThai that they provide Thai TV channel (3,5,7,9,11) as the same in Thailand.


�Data from Department of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce in Thailand. Accessed on 4 October 2010 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.thaiexporthelp.com/เตือนภัยล่วงหน้าทางการค้า/สินค้าเกษตรอาหาร /tabid/72/Default.aspx" �http://www.thaiexporthelp.com/เตือนภัยล่วงหน้าทางการค้า/สินค้าเกษตรอาหาร /tabid/72/ Default.aspx�>


�1euro=42.33 baht (the exchange rate is calculated based on annual average exchange rate between January-September 2010 referred from Bank of Thailand < � HYPERLINK "http://www.2.bot.or.th/statisitcs/Report" �http://www.2.bot.or.th/ statisitcs/Report� Page.aspx?reportID=123  &language=th>)


�Besides, other vegetables are yard long bean from 6.60 Euros per 1 kilo to 12.50 Euros per 1 kilo, Thai eggplant from 7 Euros per 1 kilo to 13 Euros per 1 kilo, holy basil and sweet basil from 7 Euros to 16-18 Euros per 1 kilo, lime leaf importing illegally from 10-15 Euros per 1 kilo to 30 Euros per 1 kilo and long grain rice from 19-20 Euros per 20 kilos to 26-27 Euros per 20 kilos. 





�I define a big family in this research as more than 5 brothers and sisters in a family





PAGE  
v

